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RELIGION 
(Josh McDowell research 2005 and prior) 

 

“2005's NEWEST MINORITY” 

 

“Protestants no Longer Dominant Religious Group by Year's End” 

 

“Call it the un-Reformation: The number of people in the United States who identify 

themselves as Protestant dropped from 62% in 1993 to 52% in 2002. The steady decline over the 

decade means that Protestants may no longer be the majority by the end of this year, according to 

researchers who conducted the study for the University of Chicago.” 

 

“The numbers who said they belonged to a Protestant denomination or who called themselves 

‘non-denominational Protestants’ had held steady for two decades.”  

 

“Count me out: Those who say they currently have no religion rose from 9% to 14%. Among 

younger people, the percentage is even higher. Of those born after 1980, 27% claim no religion. 

Some who opted out of the Protestant classification chose to call themselves ‘Christians.’ That 

category, which did not exist before 1993, jumped to 2.3%.  

Also rising, Mormons. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints accounts for 2% of 

respondents, which researchers included in the Protestant count.”  

 

“Ex-ex cathedra: The numbers of Catholics (25%) and Jews (2%) remained steady, but the 

‘other’ groups, including Orthodox Christians, Muslims, Buddhists, and Hindus, increased from 

3% to 7% over the decade. Implications of the changing religious landscape, according to Calvin 

College political scientist Corwin Smidt: the loss of a shared Protestant vocabulary and 

viewpoint in schools, neighborhoods, and voting booths. ‘Growing pluralism forces examination 

of our commonality,’ he says.”  

 

(“2005’s Newest Minority, leadership journal, Christianity Today, Fall 2004 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/le/2004/004/8.7.html) 

______________________ 

 

“A PROFILE OF PROTESTANT PASTORS IN ANTICIPATION OF ‘PASTOR 

APPRECIATION MONTH’" 

 

 “The survey discovered that one-third of the nation's Protestant congregations are headed by 

pastors who claim to be seeker-driven. This is somewhat surprising given the lack of growth in 

church attendance during the past decade and in light of the fact that only 8% of all pastors claim 

to have the spiritual gift of evangelism.” 

“Some pastoral attributes are obvious and have remained consistent over time: more than nine 

out of ten Senior Pastors are men, are married, and serve full-time. More than four out of five 

have a college degree and the median age of pastors is slightly under 50. In fact, pastors often do 

not mirror the attributes of their congregations: they are more likely than their congregants to be 

college educated, married, over the age of 40, live in a rural location, and to earn less than 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/le/2004/004/8.7.html
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$40,000 annually, and they are less likely to have been divorced (13% have been divorced at 

least once).” 

“church-goers expect their pastor to juggle an average of 16 major tasks.” 

“Ultimately, the only way a pastor can succeed in ministry is to create a team of gifted and 

compatible believers who work together in loving people and pursuing a commonly held vision. 

The pastor who strives to meet everyone's demands and tries to keep everyone happy is 

guaranteed to fail." 

(“A Profile of Protestant Pastors in Anticipation of ‘Pastor Appreciation Month,’” September 25, 

2001, www.barna.org) 

 

______________________ 

 

“A SHRINK GETS STRETCHED — WHY PSYCHOLOGIST LARRY CRABB 

BELIEVES SPIRITUAL DIRECTION SHOULD REPLACE THERAPY.” 

 

  “Houston [founder of Regent College and one of Crabb’s mentors] believes that too many 

evangelicals have sought God ‘through activism—programs, conferences, applying methods, or 

ministries.’  People needing relational healing too often had to turn to psychotherapists. ‘The 

therapeutic revolution has been an indictment of the church,’ he says.” 

 

(Tennant, Agnieszka, “A Shrink Gets Stretched,” Christianity Today, May 2003, pg. 52-59) 

 

______________________ 

 

“ADULT WHO ATTENDED CHURCH AS CHILDREN SHOW LIFELONG EFFECTS” 

 “The study, conducted by the Barna Research Group of Ventura, California, found that roughly 

seven out of ten Americans adults (71%) had a period of time during their childhood when they 

regularly attended a Christian church. Apparently, old habits die hard: a majority of those who 

attended church as a youngster still attend regularly today (61%), while a large majority of those 

who were not church-goers as children are still absent from churches today (78%).” 

“Among adults 55 and older who attended church regularly as a child, two-thirds still attend 

regularly (68%). That proportion drops to just half of adults under 35 who were churched when 

young (53%). However, among adults who now attend a Christian church even though they did 

not do so as a youngster, more than one-third of the 35-and-over segment presently attends a 

Christian church, compared to only 16% among those under 35 years of age.” 

“Church growth experts have long held that one of the major reasons why unchurched people 

return to a church is to give their children meaningful religious experiences. While there is 

clearly merit to that argument, the research suggests that this benefit may not be as substantial as 

http://www.barna.org/


Research - 2005 and prior 3 
 

in the past. Overall, just less than two out of three adults (63%) who were churched as children 

take their own children to a church. That's double the proportion among adults who were not 

churched and who now have kids of their own (33%).” 

"‘Attending a church appears to be more a function of one's personal experience when young 

than a sense of responsibility to one's own children,’ explained George Barna, president of the 

research company that conducted the study. ‘There is no difference in the likelihood of attending 

a church these days among those who were churched as a child, regardless of whether they 

presently have children of their own or not.’" 

“Beliefs Not Influenced As Anticipated” 

“Perhaps the most shocking outcome of the research was the limited affect long-term church 

attendance has had on the theological beliefs of Americans. The survey revealed that adults from 

both the churched-as-children and unchurched-as-children segments held similar views - often at 

odds with biblical teaching - regarding the existence of the Holy Spirit, the reality of Satan, the 

means to eternal salvation, the perceived accuracy of the Bible, and the holiness of Jesus Christ. 

‘People who were churched as youths were much more likely to state that their religious faith is 

very important in their life today, but there was not much evidence that such faith had made 

much of an impact on their belief structure,’ indicated Barna.” 

“While churched-as-children individuals were twice as likely as the unchurched-as-children 

niche to be born again Christians (44% versus 24%, respectively), and significantly more likely 

to hold an orthodox view of God's nature (74% versus 54%), a minority of both groups believe in 

the existence of the Holy Spirit and of Satan, and a majority believe that eternal salvation can be 

achieved by doing enough good deeds. Also, only a minority of both camps strongly believed 

that the Bible is totally accurate in all that it teaches.” 

(“Adults Who Attended Church as Children Show Lifelong Effects,” November 5, 2001, 

www.barna.org) 

 

______________________ 

 

“AFRICAN AMERICANS” 

 “Activities”    

 “African Americans are more likely than whites to report that they have prayed to God 

during the past 7 days. 92% of African Americans reported praying compared to 82% of 

white adults nationwide.” (2002)  

 “African Americans are significantly more likely than are whites to have read from their 

Bible in the past 7 days other than at church. (61% to 42%, respectively).” (2002)  

 “53% of African Americans attend church on a given Sunday, which is similar to the rate of 

church attendance among whites (43%).” 2002) 

http://www.barna.org/
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“Faith”    

 “African Americans are approximately twice as likely as are whites to report that they are 

‘searching for meaning and purpose in life’ (58% to 28%, respectively).” (2001)  

 “African Americans are more likely than average to say that they are ‘a born again 

Christians.’ A belief held by 57% of African Americans compared to 39% of adults 

nationwide.” (2001) 

 “21% of the African American population is unchurched, compared to 32% of whites.” 

(1998)  

 “Compared to 66% of whites, 83% of blacks say their religious faith is very important in 

their lives.” (2001)  

 “46% feel that they have a responsibility to tell other people about thier religious beliefs; 

33% of whites feel the same way.” (2001)  

 “45% of black adults are born again Christians.” (2001)  

 “African-American adults are less likely than Hispanics or whites to contend that moral truth 

is absolute. In total, 10% of African-Americans believe moral truth is absolute, compared to 

15% of Hispanics and 26% of whites.” (2001) (For more information about the held 

perspectives on moral truth, see the February 12, 2002 Press Release article titled 

"Americans Are Most Likely to Base Truth on Feelings." You can access this article on this 

site, by clicking the respective link on the right-hand side of this page.)  

 “56% of blacks interviewed are absolutely committed to Chrisitanity.” (2002).  

“Beliefs about God”    

“When asked what they believe about God, African Americans indicated the following:” 2001  

 “75% believe that God is the all-powerful, all-knowing, perfect creator who rules the world 

today.” (2002)  

 “5% believe that God is a higher state of consciousness that a person may reach.” 

 “3% believe that God is the total realization of persona human potential.”  

 “3% believe that everyone is God.”  

 “2% believe that there are many different Gods, each with different power and authority.”  

 “1% believe that there is no such thing as God.” 

“Beliefs about life after death”    

“Among those who have made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ that is still relevant in 

their lives today, they were asked what they thought would happen after they died. African 

Americans answered as follows:” (2001)  

 “61% believe that they will go to Heaven because they have confessed their sins and have 

accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior.”  

 “18% do not know what will happen when they die.”  

 “8% believe that they will go to Heaven because they are a good person.”  

 “4% believe they will go to Heaven because God loves all people and will not let them 

perish.”  
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 “5% believe that they will go to Heaven because they have tried to obey the 10 

commandments.” 

“The Church”    

 “The typical Sunday service of blacks is 70% longer than that attended by whites.” (1997)  

 “The typical black church has an average attendance that is about 50% greater than that of 

the typical white church.” (1997)  

 “63% say the pastors of black churches are the most important leaders in the African-

American community” (1996) 

“Self Descriptions”    

 “compared to 26% of whites, 46% of African Americans report that they are ‘trying to find a 

few good friends’” (2001)  

 “75% are ‘concerned about the future’” (2001)  

 “half (51%) are ‘personally struggling with finances’”(2001)  

 “71% are ‘concerned about the moral condition of the nation’” (2001)  

 “32% are ‘stressed out’” (2001)  

(“African Americans and Their Faith,” 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=Topic&TopicID=1) 

 

______________________ 

 

“AMERICAN FAITH IS DIVERSE, AS SHOWN AMONG FIVE FAITH-BASED 

SEGMENTS”  

 “Based on interviews with more than 4000 adults across the nation.” 

 

“The findings suggest that many Americans have developed a form of faith that is comforting 

but only vaguely Bible-related while the stereotypical, Bible-based Christian faith is more of an 

anomaly than it is typical.” 

 

“Five Religious Segments” 
 

“‘Evangelicals’ - a group of individuals who believe that their relationship with Jesus Christ will 

provide them with eternal life, and who accept a variety of Bible teachings as accurate and 

authoritative.” 

 

“The second group are ‘non-evangelical born again Christians,’ a segment that also believes 

they have eternal salvation through the grace given them by God through their personal faith in 

Christ, but who do not believe in various core doctrines taught in the Bible.” 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=Topic&TopicID=1
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“Evangelicals are 8% of the population; non-evangelical born again Christians are 33% and 

notional Christians are 44%. The atheist/agnostic group contains 8% of adults, while other faith 

groups have 7%. Because evangelicals are also born again, the total born again Christian 

population in the U.S. is currently 41%.” 

 
Source: The Barna Research Group, Ltd. 2002 

“A Look at Evangelicals” 

“The evangelical segment encompasses some 15 to 20 million adults in the United States. 

Demographically, they are more likely than most other adults to have a college degree (29%), to 

be married (68%), to have children under 18 living in their household (50%), and to be white 

(81%). They are less likely to have experienced a divorce than any of the other faith segments.” 

“Evangelicals are vastly different from others on moral issues. They are the only group among 

which a majority (68%) base their moral decisions on the Bible or religious teaching and the sole 

segment that is more likely to believe in absolute moral truth (58%) than to say that moral 

choices are relative to the individual and the circumstances (i.e., relativism - 27%).” 

 

“By definition, evangelicals believe that the Bible is totally accurate in all that it teaches; that 

they have a responsibility to share their religious faith with others; that their faith is very 

important in their life; and that God is a real being who is all-knowing, all-powerful and still in 

control of the world. Nearly nine out of ten believe that the Holy Spirit exists.” 

 

“Non-Evangelical Born Again Christians” 
 

“Only one out of five born again adults meet the evangelical criteria.” 

 

“The primary influences on their moral decisions are personal feelings about what is right, the 

values taught to them by their parents, and whatever choices produce the best personal outcomes. 

Only one out of every four (27%) contends that moral truth is absolute; more than twice that 

http://www.barna.org/cgi-bin/PagePressRelease.asp?PressReleaseID=95
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percentage argue that moral truth is relative to the person and their circumstances. Almost two-

thirds consider themselves to be ‘pro-life,’ three out of five deem homosexuality to be a morally 

unacceptable lifestyle.” 

 

“The most noticeable difference between evangelicals and the non-evangelical born again 

segment is in the area of beliefs. The largest gaps relate to embracing a responsibility to share 

their faith in Christ with others (47%), firmly rejecting the idea that Satan is a merely a symbol 

of evil (just 26% do so), rejecting the idea that Jesus Christ sinned while He lived on earth 

(53%), and strongly denying that the Holy Spirit is just a symbolic representation of God's power 

or presence (86% of evangelicals do so, compared to only 22% of the non-evangelical born again 

adults). Also, only six out of ten people in this category strongly believe that ‘he Bible is totally 

accurate in all that it teaches.’” 

 

“Atheists and Agnostics” 
 

“Eight percent of all adults describe themselves as atheist or agnostic. This segment covers an 

estimated 10 to 15 million adults.” 

 

“More than one out of every five adults under 35 is atheistic, agnostic or affiliated with a non-

Christian faith.” 

 

Believe that absolute moral truth exist 58% 27% 15% 17% 10% 

 

(George Barna, “American Faith is Diverse, as Shown Among Five Faith-Based Segments, 

January 29, 2002, www.barna.org/cgi-

bin/PagePressRelease.asp?PressReleaseID=105&Reference=F) 

 

______________________ 

 

“AMERICAN SPIRITUALITY:” 

  “Percentage of Americans who planned to get more involved with their religion during the 

holidays: 21%.” 

  

 “Nationwide increase of attendance at Crunch yoga classes since 9-11: 30%.” 

 

 “Increase in sales of one of the biggest candle produces in the U.S.: 12%.” 

 

 “Increase in visits to the religious wed site Beliefnet in October: 5%.” 

 (Newsweek, November 26) 

 

http://www.barna.org/cgi-bin/PagePressRelease.asp?PressReleaseID=105&Reference=F
http://www.barna.org/cgi-bin/PagePressRelease.asp?PressReleaseID=105&Reference=F
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(Youthworker, March/April 2002, p11) 

 

______________________ 

 

“AMERICANS AND RELIGION:” 

“How Americans rate importance of religion in their lives:” 

 

 “Very important”  61% 

 “Fairly important”          24% 

 “Not very important”     14%” 

 

(USA Today, December 26) 

(Youthworker, March/April 2002, pg. 11) 

 

______________________ 

 

“AMERICANS’ SPIRITUAL SEARCHES TURN INWARD” 

“According to a December 1999 poll, although most Americans (86%) believe in a personal God 

who answers prayers, nearly half (45%) say that when deciding how to conduct their lives, they 

would pay more attention to their own and others’ views than to god and religious teachings.” 

“In the 1999 survey, we asked, ‘Do you think of spirituality more in a personal and individual 

sense or more in terms of organized religions and church doctrine?”  Almost three-quarters opted 

for the ‘personal and individual’ response.” 

 

“In a January 2002 poll, 50% of Americans described themselves as ‘religious,’ while another 

33% said they are ‘spiritual but not religious” (11% said neither and 4% said both).  When 

respondents to a 1999 Gallup survey were asked to define ‘spirituality,’ almost a third defined it 

without reference to God or a higher authority: ‘a calmness in my life,’ ‘something you really put 

your heart into,’ or ‘living the life you feel is pleasing.” 

 

(www.gallup.com/poll/tb/religValue/20030211b.asp?Version=p) 

 

______________________ 

 

“AMERICANS STRUGGLE WITH RELIGION’S ROLE AT HOME AND ABROAD 

CONDUCTED IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE PEW FORUM ON RELIGION AND 

PUBLIC LIFE” 
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 “But this perception was relatively short-lived, and now, six months after the attacks, the 

public's view of religion's influence on American life has returned to pre-Sept. 11 levels. Today, 

just 37% see the influence of religion increasing in America, while 52% say it is in decline. This 

finding mirrors results from similar Pew Research Center polls in recent years, including one in 

the spring of 2001, which was conducted with the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life.” 

(“Americans Struggle with Religion’s Role at Home and Abroad Conducted in association with 

the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life” Released: March 28, 2002 Part 1: Religion in 

American.  http://people-press.org/reports/print.php3?PageID=386) 

______________________ 

 

“APOLOGETICS IN A POSTMODERN AGE” 

 

 “Relativism is the view that the beliefs of a person or group of persons are ‘true’ for them, but 

not necessarily for others” 

 

“All Paths..One Destination? Claiming that it is intolerant to say that ‘all paths do not lead to the 

same destination’ misses the point.  The important issue is the truth or falsity of this assertion. 

(Several Articles)” 

 

“A Remarkable Book What makes the Bible the only book we can accept as divinely inspired 

since it does not glow in the dark, levitate or exhibit any physical qualities that might be seen as 

supernatural.” 

 

“‘The best apology of the Christian religion is its proclamation.’” 

 

“While it was a great achievement, it produced nothing of lasting value that could be used to 

better the human condition.” 

 

“For the deconstructionists, all truth claims are suspect and are treated as a cover-up for power 

plays. 

“now argue that truth does not exist.” 

 

“Truth emerges out of a specific community or culture.  Christians have their truth.  Muslims 

have their truth. The new Age advocates have their truth.” 

 

“It is my truth if it works for me.” 

 

“recovered memory therapy” 

 

“‘They are my memories. They are truth to me.” 

 

“Some have understood this to mean that whatever we feel or perceive at any given moment 

constitutes reality” 

 

http://people-press.org/reports/print.php3?PageID=386
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“Postmodern spirituality is an eastern spirituality.” 

 

“Betty Eadie’s tale of her near death experience (NDE), titled ‘Embraced by the Light,’ has sold 

million, even though there is no hospital documentation to support her claims.” 

 

“This Jesus” 

 

“not the Son of God, Savior of the world, and only way to the Father.” 

 

“‘Why is it that you Christians claim that Jesus is the only way to the father?’” 

 

“‘We don’t claim that Jesus is the only way to the Father,’ I explained. ‘Jesus himself claimed 

that he was the only way to the Father.’ I quoted the Bible verse from John 14.” 

 

“‘How do you know he really said that? Somebody probably made that up.’” 

 

“Do you only accept the statements about Jesus that fit into your way of thinking?’” 

 

“Are we willing to allow Christianity to be seen as merely one body of truth among many bodies 

of truth?” 

 

“First of all fideism is pragmatic.  Christianity is true because the Gospel produces faith.  Or ‘It 

is truth because it works!’” 

 

“Second…Or ‘It is my truth!’” 

 

“Third…a truth that emerges out of the community of faith.  Christianity is true for those who 

have faith. Or ‘It is our truth!’” 

 

“Finally…the Gospel record is true because the Holy Spirit has created faith in my hear. Or, ‘It is 

truth because of my experience of faith!’” 

 

“The self-authenticating role of the Gospel in bringing a person to accept the truth of Scripture is 

not unique to Christianity. The Mormons claim that the truth of the Book of Mormon can be 

confirmed.  They tell the seeker to read the book and pray that God will confirm its truth by 

creating a burning in the bosom. The approach of the fideist and the approach of the Mormon are 

identical.  They both claim that their source is self-authenticating.” 

 

“the tomb of Joseph Caiaphas was discovered.  An inscription naming Pontius Pilate was also 

discovered.” 

 

“J.T.. Mueller quoted the axiom, ‘The best apology for Christianity is its proclamation.’ It is also 

true that the best apology for Mormonism is reading the book of Mormon and praying for 

heartburn.” 
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“If we present Christianity from the fideist position, we are giving credibility to all other 

religious expressions that are pragmatic, personal, emerge out of a community of believers, and 

are based on experience.” 

 

“It is interesting that in this ‘kinder and gentler’ age, the drama of the courtroom has become 

very popular.  An entire cable network is dedicated to providing living courtroom action for the 

public consumption.  Not since the trials of Bruno Hauptmann and the Rosenbergs has the public 

been so enamored with guilt and innocence, the reliability of evidence, and the pronouncement 

of verdicts.” 

 

“On the basis of the evidence, most feel that O.J. Simpson got away with murder.  The evidence 

was sufficient tot sentence Timothy McVeigh to death, in spite of the emotional appeal of 

McVeigh’s parents. While the Menendez brothers hung the first jury by appealing to their 

emotions and feelings, they certainly didn’t get away with it the second time.  The feelings of the 

jury were changed with solid evidence!” 

 

“In this age of competing truth-claims, the historical evidence for the truth of Christianity must 

be presented.  We cannot allow Christianity to be seen as merely one religious expressions 

among many other with no unique claims to truth.” 

 

“In Luke 7: 18-23 we read of the account of John the Baptist sending representatives to Jesus and 

asking, ‘Are you the one who was to come or should we look for another?’” 

 

“John was not a rationalist.  He believed that God would send a Messiah to Israel.  John 

questioned whether, among many messiahs, that Jesus was indeed the one.” 

 

“The question today is very similar. Who is the ONE? Is it Mohammed? Is it Joseph Smith? Is it 

Rev. Moon? Is it David Koresh or Marshall Applewhite? Is it one of the Eastern Mystics? 

Perhaps it is Elizabeth Clare Prophet? Or is it Jesus Christ?” 

 

“Jesus said, ‘Give John the evidence – the blind see, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the 

poor have the good news preached to them.” 

 

“Jesus confronted the questions of John with evidence.” 

 

“Rather than accepting a religion based on any evidence for the truth of the claims, the appeal is 

to feelings and experience. ‘if you like what I am saying, come and join my group.’ Read the 

Book of Mormon and get a burning in the bosom. Visualize Jesus, ask him questions, you’ll 

discover that it works.” 

 

“Our faith is founded on facts.” 

 

(Don Matzat, “Apologetics in a Postmodern Age,” In Plain Site, December 2005, 

www.inplainsite.org/html/apologetics_in_postmodern_age.html) 

 

______________________ 

http://www.inplainsite.org/html/apologetics_in_postmodern_age.html
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“ARE YOUR KIDS REAL-WORLD READY?” 

 

“For the vast majority of teenagers, God is irrelevant to their everyday lives. In our exclusive 

survey of almost 15,000 Christian teenagers, we discovered that almost two-thirds (62 percent) 

of them watch R-rated films ‘a lot’ or ‘occasionally,’ but only a third of them (34 percent) say 

they often have ‘real conversations’ at church about the films they watch. Also, just over a third 

of them (36 percent) say their youth leader knows ‘a lot’ about their ‘real world.”  

 

(Rick Lawrence, “Are Your Kids Real-World Ready?” Group Magazine, January/February 2005, 

p91, www.groupmag.com) 

 

______________________ 

 

“BEAR OF A BATTLE” 

 

“But quality is not the same as reputation. Under postmodernism, it is the secularists who are 

rejecting reason and objective truth, while Christians are defending them.  Rather than schools 

having to choose between the two, faithfulness can increase academic quality.” 

 

“James Burtchaell studied colleges from seven different traditions – Evangelical, Reformed, 

Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, Congregationalist, and Catholic.  He showed how they all 

gradually lost their identity and drifted into secularism.” 

 

“They all followed a consistent pattern.  Their mission statements changed from expressing 

allegiance to a particular theology, to being generically ‘Christian,’ to affirming ‘Christian 

values,’ then just ‘values,’ then not mentioning any religious identity at all.  The pattern – 

breaking away from church authority to achieve ‘independence,’ trying to gain recognition from 

secular academia, interpreting Christianity as limiting and repressive – emerged again and 

again.”  

 

(Gene Edward Veith, “Bear of a Battle,” World Magazine, September 4, 2004, pp30-32) 

 

______________________ 

 

“BELIEFS: GENERAL RELIGIOUS” 

 “Faith Groups (2002)”     

“For more information on these 5 faith segments, see Press Release titled ‘American Faith is 

Diverse, as Shown Among Five Faith-Based Segments’ from January 29, 2002.” 

 “85% of Americans self-identify as Christians. (2002)” 

 “7% of US adults classify as evangelicals (2004) (see Evangelical category for more 

information)”  
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 “38% of US adults classify as born again, but not evangelical. (2004)”  

 “37% are self-described Christians but are neither evangelical nor born again”  

 “Atheists and agnostics comprise 12% of adults nationwide. (2004)”  

 “11% of the US population identify with a faith other than Christianity (2004)” 

“God”    

 “69% believe in God when described as the all-powerful, all-knowing, perfect creator of the 

universe who rules the world today. (2004)”  

 “7% believe that God is the total realization of personal human potential. (2004)”  

 “15% say God is no longer involved in their life. (1997)”  

 “Almost nine out of ten people (87%) say the universe was originally created by God. 

(2000)” 

“Social Issues”   

 “By a 3-to-1 margin (64% vs. 22%) adults said truth is always relative to the person and their 

situation. (2002) (For more information, see the Press Release titled ‘Americans Are Most 

Likely to Base Truth on Feelings’ from Feb 12, 2002)”  

 “One third of born again adults (33%) say that abortion is a morally acceptable behavior, 

compared with 45% of all adults, 4% of evangelicals, and 71% of atheists and agnostics. 

(2004)”  

 “Born agains are twice as likely as are non born agains to chose to describe themselves as 

‘pro-life’ (65% to 32%, respectively). (2001)”  

 “30% of all adults consider having a sexual relationship with someone of the same sex a 

morally acceptable behavior. (2004)”  

 “14% of Elders, 32% of Boomers, 41% of Busters and 40% of Mosaics consider having a 

sexual relationship with someone of the same sex a morally acceptable behavior. (2004)”  

 “About half of all adults (49%) contend that homosexuality is due to non-genetic factors such 

as upbringing and environment, one-third say people are born gay (34%), and the remaining 

17% are not sure. (2001)”  

 “By a 2-to-1 margin (62% - 30%) adults disapprove of clergy marrying gay couples or 

blessing their marriage unions. (2001)” 

“Horoscopes / Astrology / Tarot Cards”    

 “4% of Christians and 3% of non-Christians said they had consulted a medium or spiritual 

advisor, other than a minister, within the past month. (1997)” 

“Percentage of adults who view certain behavior as morally acceptable (2003)”    

 “61% of adults view gambling as a morally acceptable behavior.”  

 “Enjoying sexual thoughts or fantasies about someone 59%”  

 “Living with someone of the opposite sex without being married, sometimes called co-

habitation 60%” 

 “Having an abortion 45%” 
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 “Having a sexual relationship with someone of the opposite sex to whom you are not married 

42%”  

 “Looking at pictures of nudity or explicit sexual behavior 38%”  

 “Using profanity (36%)”  

 “Getting drunk (35%)”  

 “Having a sexual relationship with someone of the same sex 30%”  

 “Using drugs not prescribed by a medical doctor 17%”  

(http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=Topic&TopicID=2) 

For more information on these 5 faith segments, see Press Release titled ‘American Faith is 

Diverse, as Shown Among Five Faith-Based Segments’ from January 29, 2002. 

 

______________________ 

 

“BLACK CHURCHES: HAS THEIR ROLE CHANGED?” 

“With regard to the most important aspects, the answer is no. Gallup data* reflect that African-

Americans continue to attend church services with greater frequency than other Americans, and 

that their focus on spiritual matters remains unchanged. About eight in 10 blacks (79%) say they 

belong to a church or synagogue, compared to 68% of whites.”  

“Eighty-four percent (84%) of blacks say religion is ‘very important’ in their lives -- a 

significantly higher percentage than is found among either Hispanics (62%) or whites (56%). 

And when asked, ‘Do you believe that religion can answer all or most of today's problems, or 

that religion is largely old-fashioned and out of date?,’ 80% of blacks say they think religion can 

answer today's problems, compared to 58% of Hispanics and 59% of whites.” 

(Steve Crabtree, “Black Churches: Has Their Role Changed?” Gallup Tuesday Briefing; 

Religion & Values, May 14, 2002, 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/tb/religValue/20020514.asp?Version=p) 

______________________ 

 

“CAMPUS MINISTRY UPDATE AUGUST 2004” 

 

“Protestants on the Decline” 

 

 “Protestants make up just over 50% of the population and will likely soon lose their statistical 

majority. In 1972, a National Opinion Research Center poll showed 62.5% of Americans 

considered themselves Protestants, in 2002 that number had fallen to 52.4%. Catholics and Jews 

also declines from 27.4% and 5.1% respectively in 1972 to 25.5% and 1.5% thirty years later. 

Those expressing a religious identity of ‘none’ or ‘other’ both increased from 5.1% and 1.9% in 

1972 to 13.8% and 6.9% in 2002. Islam and Orthodox Christianity increased from 3% to 7% 

during that time. Historically viewed as a ‘white and Protestant’ nation, the majority look is 

shifting. One reason for the change as well, may be that in addition to ‘Protestant’ or ‘Catholic’ 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=Topic&TopicID=2
http://www.gallup.com/poll/tb/religValue/20020514.asp?Version=p
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the survey has a category, ‘Christian’ which many younger adults may be choosing as they no 

longer identify themselves with a particular denomination.” 

 

(Campus Ministry Update, August 2004, “Protestant on the Decline,” USA Today, July 21, 

2004, http://www.ivyjungle.org/GenericPage/DisplayPage.aspx?guid=E68AD47D-3BAE-4497-

A1EE-22603342167A) 

 

______________________ 

 

“CANADIANS GIVING ON RELIGION, POLL FINDS” 

 

 “The CRIC poll shows that 61 per cent of Canadians believe religious practice is an important 

factor in the moral and ethical life of the nation -- which is a drop from 79 per cent in 1980.” 

 

“And when CRIC asked Canadians how important religion is to their personal lives, their 

responses placed Canada in the ranks of the world's most secular countries -- less churchy than 

Britain, on a par with Italy, and not a great deal more inclined to institutional faith and worship 

than Germany, France, Russia or Bulgaria.” 

 

“Only 29 per cent of Canadians say religion is a very important part of their lives, in contrast to 

59 per cent of Americans who give it high personal importance.” 

 

“Another 37 per cent say religion is somewhat important -- for a total of 66 per cent. But 20 

years ago, 76 per cent of the population said it was either very or somewhat important.” 

 

“As for the question of whether society would be better off if people attended religious services 

more regularly, 50 per cent agreed, but a surprising 48 per cent disagreed -- a disagreement rising 

to 60 per cent in British Columbia and Quebec. (In Atlantic Canada, on the other hand, 67 per 

cent of respondents said more regular religious attendance would be of social value.)” 

 

“Age is a significant determining factor in the religious values of Canadians, the CRIC survey 

found. Young Canadians were least likely to feel -- only 35 per cent in the 18-to-29 age group -- 

that Canadian society would be better off if more people regularly attended religious services. 

And barely 50 per cent of Canada's youngest adults said religion was either very or somewhat 

important in their lives.” 

 

“The figure rose to 64 per cent for Canadians aged 30-to-44, to 68 per cent for those aged 45-to-

59 and 76 per cent for Canadians over the age of 60. Religion also was personally important 

more to women (72 per cent) than men (59 per cent).” 

 

(Michael Valpy, “Canadians Giving Up on Religion, Poll Finds”, The Global Mail, September 

10, 2004, www.globeandmail.com) 

 

______________________ 

 

“CATHOLICS” 

http://www.ivyjungle.org/GenericPage/DisplayPage.aspx?guid=E68AD47D-3BAE-4497-A1EE-22603342167A
http://www.ivyjungle.org/GenericPage/DisplayPage.aspx?guid=E68AD47D-3BAE-4497-A1EE-22603342167A
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“You have opened the research archive about Catholics. The statistics and analysis in this 

archive come from national surveys conducted by Barna Research.”  

 

“Profile of the Catholic Church” 

    

“Slightly more than 1 out of every 5 U.S. adults (22%) attends a Catholic church. To look at the 

profile of the Catholic Church, we segmented Catholic church-goers across a number of 

demographic characteristics.”  

 

“Income of Catholics:”  
 

 “30% earn $30,000 or less annually. (2004)” 

  

 “30% earn between $30,000 and $60,000 a year (2004)”  

 

 

 “23% earn over $60,000 or more each year (2004)” 

 

“Marital status of Catholics:” 

  

 “50% are married (2004)”  

 

 “50% are single (2001)”  

 

 

 “25% of Catholics are presently, or have in the past been divorced. (2001)” 

 

“Ethnicity of Catholics:”  
 

 “60% are white (2004)”  

 

 “31% are Hispanics (2004)”  

 

 

 “4% are black (2004)” 

 

“Education of Catholics:” 

  

 “38% have a high school degree or less (2001)”  

 

 “31% have some college education, but did not graduate (2001)”  

 

 “29% have graduated from college (2001)” 

 

“Faith Commitment:”  
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 “51% of Catholics have attended attend a church service, not including a special event such 

as a wedding or funeral, in the past week. (2004)”  

 

 “37% indicated that they are absolutely committed to the Christian faith. (2004)”  

 

 “27% are unchurched (2000)”  

 

 “29% have read the Bible in the past week, not including when they were at church. (2004)”  

 

 “22% are classified as born again Christians. (2001)”  

 

 “22% feel a personal responsibility to tell others about their faith. (2004)”  

 

 “1% are classified as evangelical Christians. (2001)” 

 

“Beliefs” 

 

 “Slightly more than seven out of ten Catholics (73%) say the devil is non-existant and only a 

symbol of evil. (2004).”  

 

(“Catholics,” The Barna Group, 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=Topic&TopicID=15) 

 

______________________ 

 

“CHILDREN AT RISK” 

 

 “The percentage of Americans attending religious services in any given week fell from 49 

percent in 1958 to 43 percent in 1990. The decline was more precipitous among teenagers: 

weekly religious attendance among high school seniors fell from 40 percent in the late 1970s to 

31 percent in 1991.” 

 

(W. Bradford Wilcox, “Children at Risk,” First Things, February, 2004, pg. 13) 

 

______________________ 

 

“CHRISTIAN EDUCATION” 

 

“Sunday School”    

 “Adult Sunday School Attendance Across the Past Decade 2004-21% 2002- 25% 2000- 19% 

1999- 19% 1998- 23% 1997- 23% 1996- 27% 1995- 17% 1994-21% 1993- 22% 1992- 22% 

1991- 23%” 

 “25% of women compared to 18% of men attend Sunday school in a typical week. (2004)”  



Research - 2005 and prior 18 
 

 “37% of born again Christians and 65% of evangelicals attend Sunday school in a typical 

week. (2004)”  

 “Married individuals are more likely than are single adults to attend a Sunday school class in 

a typical week (25% to 18% respectively). (2004)”  

 “Sunday school remains a draw primarily in the South, where nearly three out of ten adults 

(28%) attend in a typical week. In contrast, 21% in the West, 19% in the midwest and 14% in 

the northeast have attended sunday school in a typical week. This may be related to the 

comparatively high incidence of Southern Baptists in the South, for whom Sunday school 

remains a central focus of the church. (2004)”  

 “Contrary to popular opinion, there is virtually no drop off in Sunday school attendance 

witnessed during the summer months. For instance, during the winter of 1999, adult 

attendance was 19%; during the summer months, it was 19%. (1999)”  

 “Mosaics and Elders are the generations most likely to attend Sunday School in a typical 

week. (2004)”  

 “Adult Sunday school classes ranked in the middle ground of those things that influenced 

their decision of whether or not to return to a church they had visited. Only 26% ranked it as 

extremely important, while 23% listed it as pretty important and 30% listed it as somewhat 

important. It ranked 9th out of the list of 22 factors. (1999)” 

 

“Discipleship” 

 

 “Of the 16% of churched adults involved in discipleship, 69% rely upon small groups for 

their growth.(2000)”  

 “Of the 16% of churched adults involved in discipleship, one-fifth (20%) rely upon Sunday 

school and 11% attend other classes to grow spiritually. (2000)” 

 

“Those population segments more likely than average to attend Sunday school are the following: 

(2004)” 

 

 “Evangelical Christians (65%)”  

 

 “Born again Christians (38%)”  

 

 “Non-mainline attenders (39%)”  

 

 “Blacks (27%)”  

 

 “Southerners (28%)”  

 

 “Mosaics (28%)”  
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 “Elders (28%)”  

 

 “Females (25%)”  

 

(“Christian Education,” http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=Topic&TopicID=9) 

 

______________________ 

 

“CHRISTIANS MEET TO DISCUSS SCARCITY OF YOUNG MINISTERS” 

 

 “In 1999 about 7 percent of clergy members were 35 or younger, Mr. Spears said. That’s down 

from 1975, when that age bracket made up 24 percent, he said.” 

 

“Clergy, lay people address problem at Dallas Conference” 

 

“In 1999 about 7 percent of clergy members were 35 or younger, Mr. Spears said. That’s down 

from 1975, when that age bracket made up 24 percent, he said.” 

 

(Tiara M. Ellis, “Christians Meet to Discuss Scarcity of Young Ministers,” Dallas Morning 

News, September 13, 2005) 

 

______________________ 

 

“CHURCH ATTENDANCE IN AMERICA” 

 

“How Many”  

  

 “43% of American adults attend church in a typical weekend. (2004) 43% of adults 

nationwide have attended a church service, not including a special event such as a wedding 

or a funeral, in the past seven days.(2004) 2002-43% 2001-42% 2000-40% 1997-43% 1996-

37% 1992-47% 1991-49%” 

 “From the mid-eighties to the mid-nineties, church attendance was on a roller coaster ride. In 

1986, 42% of adults attended a church service during a typical week in January. Attendance 

rose steadily, reaching a peak of 49% in 1991, before beginning a very slow but steady 

descent back to 43% in January, 2004.”  

 “58% of Republicans attended church in a typical weekend compared to 46% of Democrats. 

(2004)”  

 “39% of men nationwide compared with 47% of women have attended a church service, not 

including a special event such as a wedding or a funeral, in the past seven days. (2004)”  

 “Married people are more likely than singles to attend church in a typical weekend: 53% 

versus 33% respectively. (2004)”  
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 “Blacks (48%) are the ethnic group most likely to have attended a religious service in the 

past week, followed by whites (41%), Hispanics (38%), and Asians (23%). (2004)”  

 “Catholics and Protestants had virtually the same likelihood of attending church in 2004. 

Catholics: 2004 51% 2002 46% 2000 49% Protestants: 2004 52% 2002 53% 2000 47%”  

 “Baby Busters are least likely to attend church in a typical weekend (only 30%) versus Baby 

Boomers (49%), Mosaics (35%), and Elders 54%. (2004)” 

 “Attendance levels are still higher in the “Bible belt” areas – the South and Midwest – than in 

the Northeast and West. 48% of those in the South and 47% of those in the Midwest attend 

church in a typical week, compared to 41% of those in the West and 35% of those in the 

Northeast. (2004)” 

 

“Average Church Service Size”  

 

 “The median adult attendance per church service in 1999 was 90 people, which is slightly 

below the 1998 average of 95 adult attenders.”  

 “The 1999 median of 90 adult attenders is down 10% from the 1997 average of 100 

attenders, and down 12% from 1992 (102 adult attenders).” 

 

“Lasting Impact of Attending Church as a Child” 

   

 “Adults who attended church regularly as a child are nearly three times as likely to be 

attending a church today as are their peers who avoided the church during childhood (61% to 

22%, respectively). (2001)”  

 “Roughly seven out of ten Americans adults (71%) had a period of time during their 

childhood when they regularly attended a Christian church. (2001)”  

 “63% of those who were churched as children take their own children to a church, which is 

double the proportion among adults who were not churched and who now take their own kids 

to church (33%). (2001)”  

 “adults who attended church as a child are nearly 50% more likely to pray to God during a 

typical week than are those who did not attend church as children. (2001)”  

 

(“Church Attendance in America”, 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=Topic&TopicID=10) 

 

______________________ 

 

“CHURCH DEMOGRAPHICS” 

 

  “43% of adults nationwide have attended a church service, not including a special event such 

as a wedding or a funeral, in the past seven days.(2004)” 
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“Denominational Affiliation”  

  

 “64% are Protestant (56% nat'l)”  

 

 “27% are Catholic (22% nat'l)” 

 

“Education”    

 

 “37% have a high school degree or less (42% nat'l)”  

 

 “26% have some college education (28% nat'l)”  

 

 “36% are college graduates (29% nat'l)”  

 

“Ethnicity”    

 

 “72% are white (71% nat'l)”  

 

 “15% are black (12% nat'l)”  

 

 

 “11% are Hispanic (12% nat'l)” 

 

“Gender”   

  

 “43% are males (49% nat'l)”  

 

 “57% are female (51% nat'l)” 

 

“Generation”  

   

 “21% are Busters (between the ages of 18 and 33) (31% nat'l)”  

 

 “45% are Boomers (between the ages of 34 and 52) (42% nat'l)”  

 

 “24% are Builders (between the ages of 53 and 71) (19% nat'l)”  

 

 “8% are Seniors (age 72 or older) (6% nat'l)” 

 

“Income”   

  

 “25% earn $30,000 or less annually (29% nat'l)”  

 

 “36% earn between $30,000 and $60,000 annually (33% nat'l)”  
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 “22% earn $60,000 or more annually (23% nat'l)” 

 

“Marriage and Family”   

 

 “63% are married (53% nat'l)”  

 

 “36% are single (47% nat'l)”  

 

 

 “23% have been divorced sometime in their life (26% nat'l)”  

 

 “40% have children under the age of 18 (37% nat'l)” 

 

“Political Ideology” 

    

 “41% identify themselves as conservative (31% nat'l)”  

 

 “44% identify themselves as moderate (48% nat'l)”  

 

 “8% identify themselves as liberal (12% nat'l)” 

 

“Political Affiliation”  

   

 “15% are not registered to vote (21% nat'l)” 

  

 “28% are registered as Democrats (30% nat'l)”  

 

 “30% are registered Republicans (23% nat'l)”  

 

 “15% are registered Independent (16% nat'l)” 

 

“Region” 

    

 “17% live in the Northeast (21% nat'l)”  

 

 “38% live in the South (33% natl)”  

 

 

 “25% live in the Midwest (23% nat'l)”  

 

 “21% live in the West (22% nat'l)” 

 

“Theolographics” 

    

 “61% are born again Christians (41% nat'l)”  
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 “16% are evangelical Christians (8% nat'l)” 

 

(“Church Demographics,” The Barna Group, 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=Topic&TopicID=11)  

 

______________________ 

 

“CHURCH DOESN’T THINK LIKE JESUS” 

 

 “George Barna finds only 9 percent of born-again Christians hold a biblical worldview.” 

 

“only 4 percent of the general population have a biblical worldview” 

 

“The primary reason that people do not act like Jesus is because they do not think like Jesus.  

Behavior stems from what we think – our attitudes, beliefs, values and opinions.” 

 

“For the purposes of the research, a biblical worldview was defined as believing that absolute 

moral truths exist; that such truth is defined by the Bible; and firm belief in six specific religious 

views.  Those views were that Jesus Christ lived a sinless life; God is the all-powerful and all-

knowing Creator of the universe and He still rules it today; salvation is a gift from God and 

cannot be earned; Satan is real; a Christian has a responsibility to share their faith in Christ with 

other people; and the Bible is accurate in all of its teachings.” 

 

“Only 7 percent of Protestants overall maintained a biblical worldview, according to the study.  

Of adults who attend mainline Protestant churches, only 2 percent shared those values.  Among 

Catholics, less than one-half of 1 percent had a biblical worldview.  The denominations that 

produced the highest proportions of adults with a biblical worldview were non-denominational 

Protestant churches, with 13 percent, Pentecostal churches, with 10 percent, and Baptist churches 

with 8 percent.” 

 

“Among the most prevalent alternative worldviews was postmodernism, which seemed to be the 

dominant perspective among the two youngest generations.” 

 

“People’s views on morally acceptable behavior are deeply impacted by their worldview.” 

 

“Upon comparing the perspectives of those who have a biblical worldview with those who do no, 

the former group were 31 times less likely to accept cohabitation; 18 times less likely to endorse 

drunkenness; 15 times less likely to condone homosexual sex; 12 times less likely to accept 

profanity; and 11 times less likely to describe adultery as morally acceptable.” 

 

(“Church doesn’t think like Jesus,” World Net Daily, December 3, 2003, 

www.worldnetdaily.com) 

 

______________________ 

 

“CHURCH DOESN’T THINK LIKE JESUS” 

http://www.worldnetdaily.com/
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 “George Barna finds only 9 percent of born-again Christians hold a biblical worldview.” 

 

“only 4 percent of the general population have a biblical worldview” 

 

“The primary reason that people do not act like Jesus is because they do not think like Jesus.  

Behavior stems from what we think – our attitudes, beliefs, values and opinions.” 

 

“For the purposes of the research, a biblical worldview was defined as believing that absolute 

moral truths exist; that such truth is defined by the Bible; and firm belief in six specific religious 

views.  Those views were that Jesus Christ lived a sinless life; God is the all-powerful and all-

knowing Creator of the universe and He still rules it today; salvation is a gift from God and 

cannot be earned; Satan is real; a Christian has a responsibility to share their faith in Christ with 

other people; and the Bible is accurate in all of its teachings.” 

 

“Only 7 percent of Protestants overall maintained a biblical worldview, according to the study.  

Of adults who attend mainline Protestant churches, only 2 percent shared those values.  Among 

Catholics, less than one-half of 1 percent had a biblical worldview.  The denominations that 

produced the highest proportions of adults with a biblical worldview were non-denominational 

Protestant churches, with 13 percent, Pentecostal churches, with 10 percent, and Baptist churches 

with 8 percent.” 

 

“Among the most prevalent alternative worldviews was postmodernism, which seemed to be the 

dominant perspective among the two youngest generations.” 

 

“People’s views on morally acceptable behavior are deeply impacted by their worldview.” 

 

“Upon comparing the perspectives of those who have a biblical worldview with those who do no, 

the former group were 31 times less likely to accept cohabitation; 18 times less likely to endorse 

drunkenness; 15 times less likely to condone homosexual sex; 12 times less likely to accept 

profanity; and 11 times less likely to describe adultery as morally acceptable.” 

 

(“Church doesn’t think like Jesus,” World Net Daily, December 3, 2003, 

www.worldnetdaily.com) 

 

______________________ 

 

“CHURCH PRIORITIES FOR 2005 VARY CONSIDERABLY” 

 

 “Priorities Varied by Church Types”  

 

“The survey data revealed that different types of churches had different rankings regarding their 

priorities.” 

  

“The most obvious differences were between white and black churches. Half of all white 

churches (50%) listed discipleship as their dominant priority, followed by evangelism (41%) and 

http://www.worldnetdaily.com/
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preaching (36%). Black churches, however, placed evangelism as their undisputed highest 

priority (67%), trailed by discipleship (35%), congregational care (24%) and preaching (24%). 

One-quarter of white churches (23%) said worship was a high priority, placing fifth in the 

ranking. However, just 3% of black churches listed worship as a top priority, ranking it 11th on 

their list. White churches placed ministry to children as their seventh highest priority (15%), 

while black congregations were less focused on children, rating it ninth (listed by 6%).”  

 

(The Barna Update, “Church Priorities for 2005 Vary Considerable,” February 14, 2005, 

www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=BarnaUpdateNarrow&BarnaUpdateID=182) 

 

______________________ 

 

“CHURCHES CONFRONT AN 'ELEPHANT IN THE PEWS'” 

 

“While some consider the pastors' efforts controversial, many religious leaders recognize they 

need help on how to talk about this ‘elephant in the pews.’ Surveys show that 40 million 

Americans regularly view Internet pornography, which accounts for $2.5 billion of the $12 

billion US porn industry. Some 25 percent of search-engine requests are porn-related; 20 percent 

of men and 13 percent of women admit accessing porn at work.” 

  

“In a 2001 survey published in Leadership Journal, 37 percent of pastors said pornography was a 

struggle for them, and 51 percent admitted it was a temptation.”  

 

“‘For 25 years, I would have said that the pro-life issue is the most pressing threat to America 

morally, but pornography has overtaken it,’ says the Rev. Richard Land, a prominent leader in 

the Southern Baptist Convention, the largest US Protestant denomination. ‘More people's lives 

are being destroyed on a daily basis by addiction to pornography than through abortion.’”  

 

“Douglas Weiss, a counselor with divinity and psychology degrees, speaks at churches of many 

denominations on sexuality issues. ‘Wherever I am ... and no matter what the denomination, at 

least half of the men in the church admit to being sexually addicted,’ he says. Based on his 

experience, ‘The clergy don't differ that much from the general population - between a third to 

half.’” 

 

(Jane Lampman, “Churches Confront an 'Elephant in the Pews,'” High Beam Research, August 

25, 2005)  

 

______________________ 

 

“COLLEGE STUDENTS’ SPIRITUAL PRACTICES” 

 

“• Fifty-two percent ‘reported frequent church attendance before entering college and 29% did 

the same during their junior year.’” 

 

(“College Students’ Spiritual Practices,” Current Thoughts and Trends, December 2003, 

www.navpress.com/ctt/print_article.asp?articleID=26167) 

http://www.navpress.com/ctt/print_article.asp?articleID=26167
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______________________ 

 

“COLLEGE STUDENTS’ SPIRITUALITY AND RELIGIOUSNESS VARIES BY RACE 

AND GENDER, NEW STUDY SHOWS” 

 

“A survey of 112,232 students at 236 colleges and universities found that the biggest differences 

between African American and White students was in their levels of Religious Commitment, 

Ethic of Caring, Religious Engagement, and Spiritual Quest. African Americans are also far 

more likely than Whites to believe in God, pray, and attend religious services frequently.” 

 

“• 95% African Americans believe in God, compared to 84% of Latinos, 78% of Whites, and 

65% of Asian Americans” 

 

“• 91% of African Americans pray, compared to 75% of Latinos and 67% of Whites” 

 

 “• 53% of African Americans attend religious services frequently, compared to 42% of Whites, 

39% of Latinos, and 35% of Asian Americans” 

 

“• 47% of African Americans have a high level of Religious Commitment, compared to 16% of 

Latinos and 19% of Whites” 

 

(Kevin Bonderud, “College Students’ Spirituality and Religiousness Varies by Race and Gender, 

New Study Shows,” Spirituality in Higher Education, October 2005, 

spirituality.ucla.edu/news/2005-10-06.html) 

 

______________________ 

 

“COMPLIANT BUT CONFUSED” 

 

“Unpacking Some Myths About Today’s Teens” 

 

“‘It should rock the world of every church in the country’: In spite of their generally positive 

attitude toward religion, almost no teenagers, from any religious background, can articulate the 

most basic beliefs of their faith.” 

 

“In fact, that is one of the more articulate answers that Christian Smith and Melinda Denton 

report. And it's not that teens are generally inarticulate—when the researchers asked them about 

pop culture or sexually transmitted diseases, they could give sophisticated answers. They could 

talk about Will & Grace, but not grace. Of the 267 teens interviewed, only 12 mentioned 

‘repentance’ in connection with their faith; 7 mentioned the Resurrection; and 4 mentioned 

‘discipleship.’ On the other hand, 112 mentioned ‘personally feeling, being, getting, or being 

made happy.’” 

 

“So what is the religion that teens hold in such high regard? Smith and Denton sum it up as 

‘moralistic therapeutic deism’—the belief that religion is about doing good and being happy, 
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watched over by a distant and benign Creator whose purpose is largely to help us feel better 

about ourselves.” 

 

“They learned it from their parents—they learned it from their churches.” 

 

(Andy Crouch, “Compliant but Confused,” Christianity Today Magazine, April 12, 2005, Vol. 

49, No. 4, Page 98, http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2005/004/25.98.html) 

 

 

______________________ 

 

“CONCERNS, NEEDS, CHALLENGES” 

 

“Here are categories of data relating to the concerns, needs and challenges of Americans today. 

Each category contains recent statistics looking at concerns, needs and challenges from national 

Barna Research surveys.”  

 

“Challenges”  

   

 “Only half of adults who attend Christian churches (51%) agreed that revival is the top 

challenge facing the Church. One implication of this finding is that the job of motivating and 

mobilizing the laity to contribute in revival efforts may be more difficult than pastors would 

otherwise expect (1998)”  

 

 “‘Our research indicates that by 2010 we will probably have 10% to 20% of the population 

relying primarily or exclusively upon the Internet for its religious input. Those people will 

never set foot on a church campus because their religious and spiritual needs will be met 

through other means, including the Internet. Whether or not the cyber church is a ‘true’ 

church may not be as pressing an issue as what current church leaders will do about the 

inevitable gravitation of tens of millions of people away from the existing church and how 

they can help to shape this emerging church form.’ (1998)”  

 

 “Many businesses and social institutions, such as churches, have experienced difficulty 

building effective cross-generational teams. The new survey data indicates that one of the 

keys to breaking down relational barriers will be the development of more realistic 

assessments of young people and more intentional and open communication about such 

matters. (1998)” 

 

“Concerns” 
 

 “Pastors express concerns about the climate for Christianity. Just 2% strongly agree that 

‘American adults are becoming more accepting of the Christian faith’ (1997)”  

 

 “19% don't have much confidence in the Supreme Court.”  

 

 “Only 10% of the American population don't have much confidence in the military.”  

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2005/004/25.98.html
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 “14% don't have much confidence in charities and non-profit organizations” 

 

“Needs”  
 

 “Other experiences deemed necessary to lead a fulfilling adult life by teens, included 

acquiring special skills (e.g. people skills, math skills, language skills); having occupational 

or career success; gaining more experience in the ‘real world’; building meaningful 

relationships; and mastering current technology (1999)”  

 

 “Two-thirds of pastors (66%) agreed strongly that spiritual revival is the single most pressing 

issue facing the Church in America today (1998)”  

 

 

 “Nearly two-thirds of parents (63%) said that their church should take on an increased role in 

assisting parents (1998)”  

 

 “Most people either believe that churches are doing very well (35%) or pretty well (35%) at 

serving the needs of the people. One-sixth (17%) say churches are only fair at this. Very few 

people submit that churches are not doing too well (2%) or poorly (1%) (1997)”  

 

(Concern, Needs, Challenges, The Barna Group, 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=Topic&TopicID=14) 

 

______________________ 

 

“CONSERVATIVE CHURCHES GREW FASTEST IN 1990’S, REPORT SAYS” 

 

“Socially conservative churches that demand high commitment from their members grew 

faster than other religious denominations in the last decade, according to a study released 

yesterday by statisticians who count American religious affiliations every 10 years.” 

 

“Socially conservative churches that demand high commitment from their members grew faster 

than other religious denominations in the last decade, according to a study released yesterday by 

statisticians who count American religious affiliations every 10 years.” 

 

“The study, ‘Religious Congregations and Membership: 2000,’ found that the fastest-growing 

religious denomination in the last 10 years was the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 

which enlists thousands of young Mormon missionaries to recruit door to door and boosted its 

membership in the United States by 19.3 percent to a total of 4.2 million since the last survey in 

1990.” 

 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=Topic&TopicID=14
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(New York Times, Wednesday, September 18, 2002, by Laurie Goodstein  

www.nytimes.com/2002/09/18/national/18RELI.html?ex=1033355964&ei=1&en=7d288b0b4c7

0e7e1) 

 

______________________ 

 

“‘CROSS OVER TO THE OTHERSIDE’” 

 

“he’s writing about changing the content.” 

 

“Each community can have its own ‘truth.’ Therefore, contradiction is not only inevitable” 

 

“Augustine’s dictum, ‘All truth is God’s truth’ has been altered to mean, ‘Everybody’s truth is 

God’s truth.’” 

 

“in their depreciation of objective truth.  Learning shifts from logic and rational systematic 

thought to the realm of experience.” 

 

“truth is ‘found’ mainly through consensus in community.” 

 

“‘Affirm Truth in Community,’” 

 

“church members must pool their thoughts and arrive at a consensus regarding truth.” 

 

“‘Transformed thinking’ and ‘managed change’” 

 

“‘…historic Christianity is essentially dogmatic, because it purports to be a revealed faith.” 

 

“since when does imparting prepositional truth preclude spiritual transformation in the hearer?” 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2002/09/18/national/18RELI.html?ex=1033355964&ei=1&en=7d288b0b4c70e7e1
http://www.nytimes.com/2002/09/18/national/18RELI.html?ex=1033355964&ei=1&en=7d288b0b4c70e7e1
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“intellectual novelty—postmoderns don’t believe it themselves. When they get sick they still 

check into a ‘modern’ hospital that employs objective truth procedures for objective diseases.” 

 

“The revealed Gospel is made up of unchanging, dogmatic Truth claims.” 

 

“‘Your word, O Lord, is eternal, it stands firm in the heavens.’ – Psalm 119:89 (NIV)” 

 

“I can well remember the occasion when this point came home to me for the first time.  My tutor 

at Oxford, an eminent European scholar, raised a question at a crowded social sciences seminar 

in the mid-seventies. ‘By the end of the 1970s,’ he asked, ‘who will be the worldliest Christians 

in America’ There was an audible gasp when he eventually answered his own query: ‘I guarantee 

it will be the evangelicals and fundamentalists.’ (52)…” 

 

(Orrel Steincamp, “‘Cross Over To The Otherside,’” Apologetics Coordination Team, December 

2005, www.deceptioninthechurch.com/orrel17.html) 

 

______________________ 

 

“DECODED AT LAST THE ‘CLASSICAL HOLY GRAIL’ THAT MAY REWRITE THE 

HISTORY OF THE WORLD” 

  

 “Now, in a breakthrough described as the classical equivalent of finding the holy grail, Oxford 

University scientists have employed infra-red technology to open up the hoard, known as the 

Oxyrhynchus Papyri, and with it the prospect that hundreds of lost Greek comedies, tragedies 

and epic poems will soon be revealed.” 

 

“The papyrus fragments were discovered in historic dumps outside the Graeco-Egyptian town of 

Oxyrhynchus ("city of the sharp-nosed fish") in central Egypt at the end of the 19th century. 

Running to 400,000 fragments, stored in 800 boxes at Oxford's Sackler Library, it is the biggest 

hoard of classical manuscripts in the world.”  

 

“The previously unknown texts, read for the first time last week, include parts of a long-lost 

tragedy - the Epigonoi ("Progeny") by the 5th-century BC Greek playwright Sophocles; part of a 

lost novel by the 2nd-century Greek writer Lucian; unknown material by Euripides; mythological 

poetry by the 1st-century BC Greek poet Parthenios; work by the 7th-century BC poet Hesiod; 

and an epic poem by Archilochos, a 7th-century successor of Homer, describing events leading 

up to the Trojan War. Additional material from Hesiod, Euripides and Sophocles almost 

certainly await discovery.” 

 

“Since it was unearthed more than a century ago, the hoard of documents known as the 

Oxyrhynchus Papyri has fascinated classical scholars. There are 400,000 fragments, many 

containing text from the great writers of antiquity. But only a small proportion have been read so 

far. Many were illegible.” 

 

http://www.deceptioninthechurch.com/orrel17.html
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(David Keys and Nicholas Pyke, “Decoded at Last: The Classical Holy Grail that May Rewrite 

the History of the World,” Real Opinion, April 17, 2005, 

http://www.realopinion.com/realboards/showthread.php?p=2556) 

 

______________________ 

 

“DEISTIC TEENS” 

 

“Researchers with the National Study of Youth and Religion have concluded American teens 

believe in a combination of works-based righteousness, religion as psychological well-being, and 

a distant, non-interfering god.” 

 

  “Researchers with the National Study of Youth and Religion have concluded American teens 

believe in a combination of works-based righteousness, religion as psychological well-being, and 

a distant, non-interfering god.  The study found they believe” 

 

 “A god exists who created the world and watches over human life.” 

 

 “God wants people to be nice to each other.” 

 

 “The central goal of life is to be happy and feel good about oneself.” 

 

 

 “God does not need to be involved in one’s life except when needed to resolve a problem.” 

 

 “Good people go to heaven when they die.” 

 

(World  6/25/05) 

 

______________________ 

 

DENOMINATIONS IN THE U.S. 

 

 “Denominations in the U.S.” 

o “Largest religious denominations in the U.S. (in millions):” 

 Roman Catholic:     62.4 

 Southern Baptist Convention:   15.9 

 United Methodist Church:   8.4 

 Church of God in Christ:    5.5 

 Church of Jesus  Christ of Latter-day Saints: 5.2 

 Evangelical Lutheran Church (USA):  5.1 

 Presbyterian Church (USA):   3.6 

 

(USA Today,  February 18/Youthworker, May/June 2002, pg. 11) 

 

______________________ 
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“DID JESUS REALLY SAY THAT?”  

“Q. Tell us about some of the changes.” 

“One of the most famous is the story of the woman taken in adultery in John, Chapter 8.  It’s the 

favorite story of everybody who does the Jesus movie in Hollywood and probably one of the best 

love stories of the New Testament.  But it originally wasn’t the gospel of John and it wasn’t in 

the bible at all.  It was added by later scribes.” 

“There’s only one verse in the New Testament that explicitly states the doctrine of the trinity 

(that there are three persons in the godhead, but that the three all constitute just one God).” 

“It’s I John 5:7-8.  You’ll find the verses in the King James Bible, and they’ve always been used 

as an explicit statement of the doctrine of the trinity.  But those verses aren’t found in any of the 

Greek manuscripts down to the 14
th

 century.” 

“Q.  So you say, ‘It’s a bit hard to know what the words of the Bible mean if we don’t even know 

what the words are.’” 

(The Charlotte Observer, December 17, 2005, 

http://www.charlotte.com/mld/observer/living/religion/13428511.htm) 

______________________ 

 

“EVANGELICALS ON THE DECLINE” 

 

 “The number of evangelicals in America has dropped from 12% in 1992 to just 5% in 2002.” – 

Barna Research Group. 

 

“How Barna Defines Evangelicals” 

 

1. “Personal commitment to Jesus Christ that’s important in their life today.” 

 

2. “Believe they will go to heaven after death because they confessed their sins and accepted 

Jesus Christ as Savior.” 

 

3. “Believe the Bible is totally accurate in all it teaches.” 

 

4. “Indicate their faith is very important in their life today.” 

 

5. “Believe they have a responsibility to share their faith in Christ with non-Christians.” 

 

6. “Believe Satan exists.” 

 

http://www.charlotte.com/mld/observer/living/religion/13428511.htm
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7. “Believe eternal salvation is possible only through grace, not works.” 

 

8. “Believe Jesus Christ lived a sinless life on earth.” 

 

9. “Describe God as the all-knowing, all-powerful, perfect deity who created the universe and 

still rules it today.” 

 

“‘All our research suggests that evangelicals are the one group among whom Christianity makes 

a demonstrable difference in their life,’ Kinnaman said. ‘It’s the best argument we have for the 

fact that Christianity makes a difference in a person’s lifestyle.’” 

 

“That’s one reason the distinction between evangelical Christians is so crucial – and why their 

decline should concern us.” 

 

“Barna suggests three factors associated with this decline in evangelicalism, including a rise of 

bad theology and doctrine within the Church, a rise of postmodernism within the Church, and an 

increase of worldliness within the Church.” 

 

“If you don’t know the real thing, they say, how can you spot a counterfeit?” 

 

“Garry De Weese – philosophy professor at Talbot School of Theology and former pastor –

agrees. ‘There are seminary students who admit they have never read the entire Bible,’ he said. 

‘A few years ago, that would have been shocking.’” 

 

“Andre Stephens, director of undergraduate admissions at Biola, said that –in the six years since 

he's held the position – an increasing number of freshman applicants are having trouble 

articulating their faith in their entrance interviews.” 

 

“The growing acceptance of the view known as ‘annihilationism’—the belief that hell is not a 

real place of eternal torment, but rather a symbol for the nonexistence of the wicked after death.” 

 

“‘Open theology’—the idea that God does not have exhaustive knowledge of the future.” 

 

“Isaiah has God saying, ‘I tell you the end from the beginning.  That’s what sets me apart from 

the idols.’” 

 

“To make Christianity seem more ‘tolerant’ and, thus, more acceptable to the culture, other 

‘harsh’ doctrines are being watered down, according to Covolo, including the reality of sin, the 

wrath of God, and the exclusivity of Jesus as the only Way. ‘When we lose those doctrines, the 

glory of our salvation is also lost because a Savior no longer seems necessary’ he said.” 

 

“Perhaps most disturbing is the Barna statistic that – although two out of three teenagers are 

involved in church youth programs – only one out of three plans to attend church when they 

move away from home.” 
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“Carmen Mayell (’77), founder of the Youth Leadership Development Project, based in Delray 

Beach, Fla.” 

 

“If absolute truth can’t be known—as the philosophical version of postmodernism claims—then 

biblical teaching cannot hold true for all people at all times.” 

 

“Scott Smith – His new book critiquing Christian postmodernists will be published by Ashgate 

this winter.  For example, in many Bible studies members are asked to share what passages mean 

to them. ‘It’s as though what the author meant in the passage is not something we can know; 

instead its meaning is something that is up to us to create,’ Smith said.” 

 

“‘As long as you have a spiritual experience, it doesn’t make a lot of difference what you believe 

doctrinally.” – Robert Saucy, theology professor” 

 

“‘Why should I bother to study and share something that is only true for me?’ Dr. Weese said.” 

 

“Given this rejection of absolute truth, people tend to make up their minds based on their 

feelings and emotions.  This can be seen in evangelical churches that emphasize experience over 

doctrine, according to Saucy.  ‘Doctrine divides, experience unifies.  The view of the unique 

nature of the Bible as the inerrant Word of God has basically been lost.’” 

 

“A declining commitment to biblical Christianity.  Between 2000 and 2002, the percentage of 

evangelicals who claimed to be absolutely committed to Christianity dropped 11 percent (from 

97 percent to 86 percent).” 

 

“‘If truth is relative – you don’t want to sound dogmatic,’ Covolo said.  ‘Yet, when I read the 

book the Acts, I see people who are absolutely convinced in mind, heart and will that what they 

have is truth.’” 

 

“But true tolerance, he said, gives someone the right to disagree with another person even while 

granting them the freedom to hold false views.” 

 

“‘Everyday, the Church is becoming more and more like the world it allegedly seeks to change,’ 

Barna said in his report.” 

 

“Kinnaman:  ‘Within churches, we have not talked a lot about how it’s not just believing the 

right things, but it’s also living right.’” 

 

“Saucy: ‘We’re not going to persuade people of doctrine unless it shows in our lives.  The most 

persuasive thing for the gospel is a transformed life.’” 

 

“‘We need to get back to the basics,’ De Weese said.” 

 

“We need to live out our Christian faith with love and integrity.  ‘As we live the life of Christ in 

our churches, communities and families, people will see that there’s a difference,” De Weese 

said. 
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“According to De Weese, ‘Worldliness means supplanting God’s values with the values of the 

culture.’” 

 

“And if there’s one discipline that’s missing, professors say, it’s the study of the Bible.” 

 

(Peters, Holly, “Evangelicals on the Decline,” Biola Connections, Fall 2002, pg. 9-15) 

 

______________________ 

 

“EVANGELISM IS MOST EFFECTIVE AMONG KIDS” 

 

“Most Christians Were Young When Saved” 

“Nearly half of all Americans who accept Jesus Christ as their savior do so before reaching the 

age of 13 (43%), and that two out of three born again Christians (64%) made that commitment to 

Christ before their 18th birthday. One out of eight born again people (13%) made their 

profession of faith while 18 to 21 years old. Less than one out of every four born again 

Christians (23%) embraced Christ after their twenty-first birthday.” 

 

“Means to Salvation Vary by Age of Commitment” 

“For instance, among Christians who embraced Christ before their teen years, half were led to 

Christ by their parents, with another one in five led by some other friend or relative. 

Comparatively few accepted Jesus in response to a minister’s personal prompting (7%) and only 

one out of eight cited a special event as the turning point in their journey. Among those who 

mentioned events, about half identified a church service. Just 1% mentioned media evangelism 

or other special situations as being responsible for their conversion.” 

 

“Adults who accepted Christ as their savior generally responded to different stimuli than did 

younger people. The most common precipitant was a friend (19%), followed by mass media 

experiences (14%), a live event (14%) or a relative (13%). Ministers were responsible for leading 

one out of every ten adult converts to Christ while parents of adults were named as the 

evangelistic influence by one in twelve (8%) of these believers.” 

 

“Age of Acceptance Impacts Faith” 

“People who become Christian before their teen years are more likely than those who are 

converted when older to remain ‘absolutely committed’ to Christianity.” 

“Americans who embraced Christ during their high school or college years (i.e., ages 13 through 

21) are less likely than other believers to describe themselves as ‘deeply spiritual.’ They donate 

substantially less money to churches than do other Christians, are less likely to be charismatic or 

Pentecostal, and are less likely to engage in lifestyle evangelism. Hispanics are much more likely 

than are people from other ethnic groups to come to Christ during these years: half of all 

Hispanics who are born again made their commitment to Christ during this time frame, 

compared to just one-third of all whites and blacks.”  

 

“Perspectives on the Conversion Process” 
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‘“The weekend church service is no longer the primary mechanism for salvation decisions; only 

one out of every ten believers who makes a decision to follow Christ does so in a church setting 

or service…personal relationships have become even more important in evangelism, with a 

majority of salvation decisions coming in direct response to an invitation given by a family 

member or friend.’”  

 

(“Evangelism is Most Effective Among Kids,” October 11, 2004, The Barna Group, Ltd,  

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=BarnaUpdateNarrow&BarnaUpdateID=172)  

 

______________________ 

 

“FACTORS IN THE SLIDE OF MAINLINE CHURCHES” 

“Factors in the Decline” 

“In Vanishing Boundaries: The Religion of Mainline Protestant Baby Boomers, a book by Dean 

R. Hodge, Benton Johnson, and Donald Luidens, the authors suggest that any local church body 

or denomination that places few demands on its congregants—and does not pay attention to the 

ultimate questions of faith—will find itself on the sidelines.” 

 

“Another possible factor in the decline was the lack of emphasis on evangelism or invitation 

among mainline Protestant churches, in contrast to evangelical churches.” 

 

“The level on ‘engagement’ among congregations is also of key importance.  As Al Winseman, 

Gallup’s Global Practice Leader in Faith Communities, has stated, ‘Gallup research into the 

nature and role of engagement within congregations strongly suggests that it has very little to do 

with theology or doctrine, but has a great deal to do with the engagement level of congregation 

members.”  

“Bottom Line” 

 

“From the aforegoing it would appear that the following steps are important if a particular 

denomination seeks to experience growth in the depth and breadth of its followers in the years 

ahead:” 

 

 “Focus on ultimate questions of faith” 

 

 Place certain demands on congregants and ‘engage’ them” 

 

 “Build youth programs” 

 

 “Stress a program of evangelism and invitation” 

 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=BarnaUpdateNarrow&BarnaUpdateID=172
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(“Factors in the Slide of Mainline Churches,”  George H. Gallup, Jr., Gallup Poll Tuesday 

Briefing, February 4, 2003, www.gallup.com/poll/tb/religvalue/20030204b.asp?Version=p) 

 

______________________ 

 

“FAITH, HOPE, AND CLARITY” 

 

“Facts of Faith, How Americans Feel About Religion” 

 

“These Causes Refresh Us.”  

“About 40 percent of all respondents say their most satisfying religious or spiritual experience 

come from helping others. Next time in line is leading a moral life (35 percent), followed by 

spending time with family (28 percent) and simply attending religious services (20 percent).” 

 

“Piety in Your Face” 

“70 percent of all these surveys say their religion’s institutional view. What else make people 

question their beliefs? They told us they’re angered by hypocrisy of other members (58 percent), 

misbehaving religious leaders (57 percent), and too much emphasis on collecting cash (39m 

percent). The final complain: too many rules (18 percent).” 

 

(“Faith, Hope, and Clarity” by Betsy Carter, AARP magazine, Nov. & Dec. 2004, 

http://www.aarpmagazine.org/lifestyle/Articles/a2004-10-26-mag-spirituality.html)  

 

______________________ 

 

“FAMILY RELIGIOUS INVOLVEMENT AND THE QUALITY OF PARENTAL 

RELATIONSHIPS FOR EARLY ADOLESCENTS” 

 

 “Religiously involved families of early adolescents, ages 12 to 14, living in the United States 

appear to have significantly stronger relationships between mothers and fathers than families that 

are not religiously active.” 

 

“Eleven percent of 12- to 14-year-old youth belong to families that are heavily involved (five to 

seven days per week) in some form of religious activity during the week (such as attending 

church, praying, or reading scriptures together). These youth are significantly more likely than 

youth whose families do not engage in religious activities throughout the week (34 percent of all 

youth) to report better relationships between their mothers and fathers, according to multiple 

measures.” 

 

“Youth from less religiously active families (8 percent for three to four days per week; 47 

percent for one to two days per week) also are more likely to report many but not all of the 

stronger parental relationship characteristics.” 

 

(Christian Smith and Phillip Kim, “Family Religious Involvement and the Quality of Parental 

Relationships for Families with Early Adolescents,” A Research Report of the National Study of 

youth and Religion, no. 5 (2003): 5-6.) 
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______________________ 

 

“FEWER AMERICANS IN CHURCH” 

“Although 59 percent of all Americans say religion is ‘very important’ in their lives (down from 

75 percent in 1952), 42 percent say they are in church on Sundays.  During the September 11 

crisis, attendance went up five percentage points and then dropped back.” 

“The 2001 American Religious Identification Survey, released in January, says more than 29.4 

million Americans have no religion-double the number 11 years ago.  That’s 14 percent of the 

nation, up from 7.5 percent in a similar 1990 survey.  The 2001 survey found a ‘wide and 

possibly growing swath of secularism’ in the American population that scholars and politicians 

frequently ignore.” 

(Julia Duin, “Fewer Americans in church.,” The Washington Times, April 11, 2002, pA2) 

______________________ 

 

 

“FIRST PERSON: ENGAGE YOUNGER CHRISTIANS…OR ELSE” 

 

 “The new Barna study reveals that ‘Americans in their 20s are significantly less likely than any 

other age group to attend church services, to donate to churches, to be absolutely committed to 

Christianity, to read the Bible, or to serve as a volunteer or lay leader in churches.’” 

 

“Regular church attendance by formerly involved teens drops by 42 percent between high school 

graduation and age 25; it drops 58 percent by age 29.” 

 

“Eight million Americans in their 20s who actively attended churches as teenagers will disappear 

from pews by their 30
th

 birthday.” 

 

“The assumption that they – like their parents or grandparents – will come back when they get 

married or have kids is ‘only true in a minority of cases,’ says Dave Kinnaman, vice president of 

the Barna Research Group and an expert of ministry to postmoderns.  Kinnaman himself is in his 

20s.” 

 

“American culture is changing so fast that effective intergenerational communication requires 

the commitment to learn whole new languages.  Failure to make that commitment may determine 

whether many of our children continue in the faith and pass it on to others.” 

 

(Erich Bridges, “First Person: Engage younger Christians…or else,” BP News, October 2, 2003, 

www.bpnews.net/bpnews.asp?ID=16795)  

 

______________________ 

http://www.bpnews.net/bpnews.asp?ID=16795
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“FRENCH PROFESSOR FACES SUSPENSION FOR COMMENTS ABOUT THE 

HOLOCAUST” 

 

“The president of a university in France has asked the country's education minister to suspend a 

professor for comments he made this week that called into question the existence of Nazi gas 

chambers.”  

 

“Guy Lavorel, president of Jean Moulin University, in Lyon, acted following remarks by Bruno 

Gollnisch, a professor of languages and Japanese culture who is also a member of the European 

Parliament and the deputy leader of the National Front, a far-right political party.”  

 

“Mr. Lavorel said he would also pursue university disciplinary measures against Mr. Gollnisch. 

The president's options are limited because, like most French universities, Jean Moulin, which is 

known as Lyon III, is a public institution and therefore falls under the ultimate authority of the 

ministry of education.”  

 

“Denying that the Holocaust happened is against the law in France, but like employees at other 

public institutions, Mr. Gollnisch is shielded by stringent worker-protection laws that make it 

extremely difficult to dismiss civil servants.” 

 

“Lyon III has long been at the center of controversy related to Holocaust denial and anti-

Semitism in France. The university was founded in 1973 by conservative faculty members and 

students at Lumiere University, also known as Lyon II, who felt alienated by that university’s 

leftist leaning. Since its establishment, allegations for extreme right-wing sympathies have 

dogged several people associated with Lion III.” 

 

“The 262-page document says that “it is incontestable that the founders of Lyon III more than 

just tolerated the expression of extreme-right ideas.” Despite the university’s history, the report 

concludes that “the current situation at Lion III is not comparable to the situation 20 or 30 years 

ago.” 

 

“To write that the university is a ‘fascist school,’” the report continues, “does not correspond to 

reality, unless you think that a few extreme-right militants, even if they still active, are enough to 

make a university of such a size this kind of place. To do so would be to ignore all the advances 

of the past decade by students and professors combating racism and negationism.” 

 

(Aisha Labi, “French Professor Faces Suspension for Comments About the Holocaust,” October 

29, 2004) 

______________________ 

 

“FRIENDSHIP: CREATING A CULTURE OF CONNECTIVITY IN YOUR CHURCH” 

 

 “In a national survey of American adults (over the age of 18) who are members of various 

Christian churches across the country.” 
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“Members of large congregations (over 1000 members) with 85 percent of them saying they are 

‘very satisfied’ with their church.” 

 

“Two probable causes of this satisfaction emerge: 1) range of ministry offerings that a larger 

congregation can offer, 2) exemplary church staffers” 

 

“Weekly church attenders at churches small and large express high levels of satisfaction (86 

percent) as do church members over age 65 and those who live in the South.  Only 3 percent of 

American church members say they are ‘somewhat dissatisfied’ or ‘very dissatisfied’ with their 

local congregations.” 

 

“A church’s friendliness…Among those who describe their church as ‘very friendly,’ a full 86 

percent say they are ‘very satisfied’ with their church and an additional 12 percent report being 

‘somewhat satisfied.’” 

 

“About nine in ten church members who say they ‘feel like they belong’ at their church convey 

very high levels of satisfaction, and equal levels of satisfaction can be found among those who 

say they ‘feel loved and accepted’ at their church.  Having deep relationships with other 

members is an important way that people feel connected with one another and the congregation.” 

 

“Second, assimilation creates connection.  Effective, healthy churches recognize the importance 

of moving church visitors from ‘outsider’ to ‘insider’ status as quickly as possible.  Hence, some 

of the fastest-growing churches in this country are ones that bring people into the church fold by 

allowing them to participate in ministries, helping them join Bible studies, or providing other 

ways for visitors to get to know church members outside the worship service without having to 

join the church first.”³ 

 

³ “The 100 Largest Churches in America” and “The 100 Fastest-Growing U.S. Churches of the 

21
st
 Century,” Outreach magazine, May/June 2004. 

 

 

 

“FEELING LOVED, ACCEPTED, VALUED, AND RESPECTED LEADS TO 

SATISFACTION” 

 

“Almost nine in ten (89 percent) church members who feel loved and accepted by their church 

report that they and their family feel very satisfied.” 

 

“Caring Spiritual Leaders Lead to Satisfaction” 

 

“Yet mere activity does not produce these higher levels of satisfaction.  Instead, it is the personal 

relationships that are formed in the context of shared service or joint interest in a particular 

endeavor that builds church satisfaction.” 

 

“‘The spiritual leaders of my congregation seem to care for me as a person.’” 
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“Over eight in ten members (84 percent) say their pastor knows them by name.” 

 

“Friendship with other church members is one of the main reasons respondents say they join a 

church.  Twenty-nine percent of American church members say they joined a church for this 

reason and these figures are even higher among younger adults and among those who have 

attended their church for less than five years.” 

 

“Nearly half of the respondents (45 percent) say they joined a church because they ‘liked the 

pastor or ministers.’” 

 

“92 percent of church members in a congregation that has fewer than 100 members say their 

pastor knows them by name.” 

 

“A clear, positive linear relationship between age progression and leaving the church exists.” 

 

“Indeed, parents of children between 13 and 18 tend to be more likely to leave a church than the 

general churched population in the U.S.¹  Over half of America’s parents of teenagers in the 

church say they have left their church for a reason other than relocation at some point.  For every 

possible response (including disappointment with 1) the minister; 2) with relationships they had 

with other parishioners; of 3) with their children’s relationships with other kids at the church), 

parents of teenagers are at least eight percentage points higher than the general adult population 

to say that they have left a church at some point for each of these reasons.” 

 

¹All subsequent references to the “churched” population in the United States refer to American 

adults who are current church members. 

 

“Youth ministers across the nation talk about a trend among the parents of students in their youth 

group and this study suggests their concerns are well-founded.  Whereas previous generations of 

parents may have driven their children and brought them to church with them, many parents 

today bring their young people to church and drop them off.  A refrain I hear among youth 

ministers is that if they need to locate the parents of their junior high students during a youth 

Bible study on a Wednesday night, they would have a better chance of finding them at the 

Starbucks or the 24-hour fitness club located around the corner than they would at the church’s 

prayer meeting or choir rehearsal.  The data demonstrate that parents of teenagers are not as 

connected as other church members: only 34 percent of them have a best friend in their church 

(compared to 39 percent of the general churched population) and they are less likely to say they 

feel like they belong (71 percent compared to 76 percent).” 

 

“Roman Catholics are less likely to report leaving a church for any reason (28 percent compared 

to 42 percent of the general churched population).  However, Roman Catholics are also less 

likely to report deep friendships with fellow church members.” 

 

“Relationships with other members and the pastor may bring a person into the church.” 

 

“The Importance of ‘Hello’”   
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“Market research suggests that browsers are less likely to leave immediately if greeted in the first 

few minutes by a member of the staff, and shoppers are more likely to approach a sales person if 

they have first been approached themselves.” 

 

“Church leaders should look for unobtrusive ways to welcome newcomers….greeted at least 

once…Relationship is at the core of Christian community, and relationship can only occur in the 

presence of knowing and being known.  Church leaders, help facilitate relationship-building by 

implementing strategies that ensure ever person in attendance receives a personal touch.  And 

look for creative, subtle ways to welcome newcomers that show appreciation for their interest.” 

 

“Smaller congregations (less than 100 members) where 84 percent say their church is very 

friendly.” 

 

“In sum, connected churches that nurture deep, loving relationships produce members who are 

more satisfied with their relationship with God and who are more likely to describe their faith as 

a friendship with God.” 

 

“Deep, lasting friendships borne out of faith and nurtured in the church may be the single most 

effective strategy in reinvigorating the American church.” 

 

(Friendship: Creating a Culture of Connectivity in Your Church,” Group Publishing 2005) 

______________________ 

 

“FROM JESUS TO CHRIST” 

 

“Why have you forsaken me? From the Gospel accounts, it was a question for which Jesus' 

disciples had no ready answer. In the chaos of the arrest and Crucifixion, the early followers had 

scattered. They had expected victory, not defeat, in this Jerusalem spring. If Jesus were, as they 

believed, the Jewish Messiah, then his great achievement would be the inauguration of the 

Kingdom of God on earth, an age marked by the elimination of evil, the dispensation of justice, 

the restoration of Israel and the general resurrection of the dead.” 

 

“Instead, on the Friday of the Passover, at just the moment they were looking for the arrival of a 

kind of heaven on earth, Jesus, far from leading the forces of light to triumph, died a criminal's 

death. Of his followers, only the women stayed as Jesus was taken from the cross, wrapped in a 

linen shroud and placed in a tomb carved out of the rock of a hillside. A stone sealed the grave 

and, according to Mark, just after the sun rose two days later, Mary Magdalene and two other 

women were on their way to anoint the corpse with spices. Their concerns were practical, 

ordinary: were they strong enough to move the stone aside? As they drew near, however, they 

saw that the tomb was already open. Puzzled, they went inside, and a young man in a white 

robe—not Jesus—sitting on the right side of the tomb said: ‘Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of 

Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here, see the place where they laid him.’ 

Absorbing these words, the women, Mark says, ‘went out and fled from the tomb; for trembling 

and astonishment had come upon them; and they said nothing to any one, for they were afraid.’ 

And so begins the story of Christianity -- with confusion, not with clarity; with mystery, not with 

certainty. According to Luke's Gospel, the disciples at first treated the women's report of the 
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empty tomb as ‘an idle tale, and ... did not believe them’; the Gospel of John says that Jesus' 

followers ‘as yet ... did not know ... that he must rise from the dead.’” 

 

“Jesus is a name, Christ a title (in Hebrew, Messias, in Greek, Christos, meaning ‘anointed one’). 

Without the Resurrection, it is virtually impossible to imagine that the Jesus movement of the 

first decades of the first century would have long endured. A small band of devotees might have 

kept his name alive for a time, even insisting on his messianic identity by calling him Christ, but 

the group would have been just one of many sects in first-century Judaism, a world roiled and 

crushed by the cataclysmic war with Rome from 66 to 73, a conflict that resulted in the 

destruction of Jerusalem.” 

 

“For the secular, the reminder that Christianity is the product of two millennia of creative 

intellectual thought and innovation, a blend of history and considered theological debate, should 

slow the occasional rush to dismiss the faithful as superstitious or simple.” 

 

“As the sun set on the Friday of the execution, Jesus appeared to be a failure, his promises about 

the Kingdom of God little more than provocative but powerless rhetoric. No matter what Jesus 

may have said about sacrifice and resurrection during his lifetime, the disciples clearly did not 

expect Jesus to rise again. The women at the tomb were stunned; confronted with the risen Lord, 

Thomas initially refused to believe his eyes; and at the end of Matthew's Gospel, some disciples 

still ‘doubted.’” 

 

“Their skepticism is hardly surprising. Prevailing Jewish tradition did not suggest that God 

would restore Israel and inaugurate the Kingdom through a condemned man who went meekly to 

his death. Quite the opposite: the Messiah was to fight earthly battles to rescue Israel from its 

foes and, even if this militaristic Messiah were to fall heroically in the climactic war, then 

documents found at Qumran (popularly known as the Dead Sea Scrolls) suggest that another 

‘priestly’ Messiah would finish the affair by putting the world to rights. Re-creating the 

expectations of first-century Jews, Paula Fredriksen, Aurelio Professor of Scripture at Boston 

University, notes: ‘Like the David esteemed by tradition, the Messiah will be someone in whom 

are combined the traits of courage, piety, military prowess, justice, wisdom and knowledge of the 

Torah. The Prince of Peace must first be a man of war: his duty is to inflict final defeat on the 

forces of evil.’ There was, in short, no Jewish expectation of a messiah whose death and 

resurrection would bring about the forgiveness of sins and offer believers eternal life.” 

 

“From the beginning, critics of Christianity have dismissed the Resurrection as a theological 

invention. As a matter of history, however, scholars agree that the two oldest pieces of New 

Testament tradition speak to Jesus' rising from the dead. First, the tomb in which Jesus' corpse 

was placed after his execution was empty; if it were not, then Christianity's opponents could 

have produced his bones. (Matthew also says the temple priests tried to bribe Roman guards at 

the tomb, saying, ‘Tell people, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were 

asleep’—implying the body was in fact gone.)” 

 

“The second tradition is that the apostles, including Paul, believed the risen Jesus had appeared 

to them; writing in the first years after the Passion, Paul lists specific, living witnesses, 

presumably in order to encourage doubters to seek corroborating testimony. Paul seems quite 
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clear about what the skeptical would find if they checked his story. Less clear is what we should 

make of the later, differing Gospel accounts of the discovery of the empty tomb and the 

appearances of the risen Jesus. Sometimes he appears as flesh and blood; at others, he can walk 

through walls. Sometimes he is instantly recognized; at others, even close followers fail to 

understand whom they are speaking with until Jesus identifies himself. Most likely the post-

Resurrection stories represent different traditions within the nascent faith. The contrasting details 

do not help the Christian case on logical grounds, but the Gospel renderings do affirm that the 

tomb was empty, and that believers thought the resurrected Jesus had appeared to some of them 

for a time.” 

 

“Written after Paul, the Gospels speak of sacrifice, redemption and resurrection. Yet we cannot 

responsibly skate around the Gospel reports that the disciples were initially mystified by the 

Resurrection. What explains the skeptical disciples' transformation from fear and wonder to 

clarity and conviction about the empty tomb and its significance in the history of salvation—that 

through his death and resurrection Jesus would redeem humankind?” 

 

“Perhaps recollections of the words of Jesus himself. Though many scholars rightly raise 

compelling questions about the historical value of the portraits of Jesus in the Gospels, the 

apostles had to arrive at their definition of his messianic mission somehow, and it is possible that 

Jesus may have spoken of these things during his lifetime—words that came flooding back to his 

followers once the shock of his resurrection had sunk in. On historical grounds, then, Christianity 

appears less a fable than a faith derived in part from oral or written traditions dating from the 

time of Jesus' ministry and that of his disciples. ‘The Son of man is delivered into the hands of 

men, and they shall kill him; and after that ... he shall rise the third day,’ Jesus says in Mark, who 

adds that the disciples at the time ‘understood not that saying, and were afraid to ask him.’” 

 

“That the apostles would have created such words and ideas out of thin air seems unlikely, for 

their story and their message strained credulity even then. Paul admitted the difficulty: ‘... we 

preach Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and folly to Gentiles.’ A king who died a 

criminal's death? An individual's resurrection from the dead? A human atoning sacrifice? ‘This is 

not something that the PR committee of the disciples would have put out,’ says Dr. R. Albert 

Mohler Jr., president of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky. ‘The very 

fact of the salvation message's complexity and uniqueness, I think, speaks to the credibility of the 

Gospels and of the entire New Testament.’” 

 

“Jesus' words at the last supper—that bread and wine represented his body and blood—now 

made more sense: he was, the early church argued, a sacrificial lamb in the tradition of ancient 

Israel. Turning to the old Scriptures, the apostles began to find what they decided were 

prophecies Jesus had fulfilled. Hitting upon the 53rd chapter of Isaiah, they interpreted the 

Crucifixion as a necessary portal to a yet more glorious day: ‘... he was wounded for our 

transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities ... and with his stripes we are healed.’ In the 

Book of Acts, Peter is able to preach a sermon in which Jesus is connected to passages from 

Isaiah, Joel and the Psalms.” 

 

“Skepticism about Christianity was widespread and understandable. From a Jewish perspective, 

the first-century historian Josephus noted: ‘About this time there lived Jesus, a wise man. He 
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worked surprising deeds and was a teacher ... He won over many Jews and many of the Greeks ... 

And the tribe of Christians, so called after him, has not disappeared to this day.’ In a separate 

reference, Josephus writes of ‘James the brother of the so-called Christ.’ A good Jew of the 

priestly caste, Josephus is not willing to grant Jesus the messianic title. In Athens, Stoic and 

Epicurean philosophers asked Paul to explain his message. ‘May we know what this new 

teaching is which you present?’ they asked. ‘For you bring some strange things to our ears ...’ 

They heard him out, but the Resurrection was too much of a reach for them. In the second 

century, the anti-Christian critic Celsus called the Resurrection a ‘cock-and-bull story,’ and cast 

doubt on the eyewitness testimony: ‘While he was alive he did not help himself, but after death 

he rose again and showed the marks of his punishment and how his hands had been pierced. But 

who say this? A hysterical female, as you say, and perhaps some other one of those who were 

deluded by the same sorcery, who either dreamt in a certain state of mind and through wishful 

thinking had a hallucination due to some mistaken notion ... or, which is more likely, wanted to 

impress others by telling this fantastic tale ...’ 

 

But why invent this particular story unless there were some historical basis for it—either in the 

remembered words of Jesus or in the experience of the followers at the tomb and afterward? 

‘Once a man has died, and the dust has soaked up his blood,’ says Aeschylus' Apollo, ‘there is no 

resurrection.’ Citing the quotation, N. T. Wright, the scholar and Anglican Bishop of Durham, 

notes that various ancients may have believed in the immortality of the soul and a kind of mythic 

life in the underworld, but the stories about Jesus had no direct parallel. And while Jews believed 

in a general resurrection as part of the Kingdom (Lazarus and others raised by Jesus were 

destined to die again in due course), Wright adds that ‘nowhere within Judaism, let alone 

paganism, is a sustained claim advanced that resurrection has actually happened to a particular 

individual.’” 

 

“The uniqueness—one could say oddity, or implausibility—of the story of Jesus' resurrection 

argues that the tradition is more likely historical than theological. Either from a ‘revelation’ from 

the risen Jesus or from the reports of the earliest followers, Paul ‘received’ a tradition that the 

resurrection was the hinge of history, the moment after which nothing would ever be the same. 

‘If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain ...’ Paul 

writes. ‘Lo! I will tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a 

moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.’” 

 

“Not everyone saw the same visions. There were many different Christian groups at first, 

including Gnostic believers, some of whom, contrary to other apostolic traditions, thought Jesus 

was more divine than human. According to Yale historian Jaroslav Pelikan, Gnostic doctrine was 

noted for its ‘denial that the Savior was possessed of a material, fleshly body.’ Ignatius of 

Antioch, a second-century bishop, ferociously argued the opposite, writing that Jesus ‘was really 

born, and ate and drank, was really persecuted by Pontius Pilate, was really crucified and died ... 

[and] really rose from the dead.’ Such a view had to be the case to track with the early 

understanding that, as Paul wrote, Jesus ‘was descended from David according to the flesh.’ 

Among the faithful, the notion that God would manifest himself in human form and subject 

himself to pain and death inspired martyrdom and suffering. Writing about Rome under Nero, 

Tacitus reported that Christians ‘were crucified or set on fire so that when darkness came they 

burned like torches in the night.’” 



Research - 2005 and prior 46 
 

 

(Jon Meacham, ‘From Jesus to Christ,’ Newsweek, March 28, 2005, pg.40-48, 

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/7244999/site/newsweek/) 

______________________ 

 

GALLUP POLL: AMERICANS LINK FAITH TO EVERYDAY LIFE 

 

“Faithful Americans acknowledge a gap between what they believe and how they act.” 

 

“Among the findings: --77 percent of Americans believe the overall health of the nation depends 

a great deal on the spiritual health of the nation. –72 percent said their lives have meaning and 

purpose because of their faith.  –60 percent said their faith is involved in every aspect of their 

lives.” 

 

“The poll found 76 percent of Christians agreed completely with the notion that all people, 

regardless of race, creed or wealth, are loved by God and therefore they should love all.  But just 

44 percent said the notion that ‘God calls me to be involved in the lives of the poor and 

suffering’ applies completely to them. ‘I think what that’s telling us is that it’s easy to believe 

something,’ Jones said.  ‘It’s harder to put it into play.’” 

 

(www.crosswalk.com/news/1188555.html?view=print) 

______________________ 

 

“GALLUP RELEASES 2003 SPIRITUAL COMMITMENT DATA” 

 

 

“Engaged Members Are More Spiritually Committed” 

 

“As it has in past years, the 2003 results show that an individual’s level of congregational 

engagement is a significant factor in his or her likelihood to be spiritually committed. Thirty-

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/7244999/site/newsweek/
http://www.crosswalk.com/news/1188555.html?view=print
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three percent of engaged congregation members are also fully spiritually committed, compared 

with 9% of members who are not engaged and 4% of actively disengaged members.” 

 

(www.gallup.com/content/print.asp?ci=10573)  

______________________ 

 

“GENDER DIFFERENCES” 

 

“You have opened the research archive relating to the latest findings on gender differences. The 

statistics and analysis in this archive come from national surveys conducted by Barna Research.” 

 

 “Activities”  

   

 “49% of women have read the Bible in the past week, compared to 38% of men who report 

reading the Bible in the past week. (2004)”  

 

 “Women are more likely than are men to attend church on a given Sunday (47% to 39%, 

respectively). (2004)”  

 

 “Women are more likely than men to attend a Sunday school class at church (25% to 18%) or 

to participate in a small group (22% to 18%). (2004)”  

 

 “In general, women pray more often than do men, with 89% of women versus 77% of men 

reporting that they have prayed in the past week. (2004)” 

 

“Faith”  

   

 “Women are more likely than men to be born again: 62% of women have accepted Christ as 

their savior, compared to 38% of men. (2004)”  

 

 “Women are 62% of the adult born again population. (2004)”  

 

 “Women are more likely than are men to believe that the Bible is totally accurate in all of its 

teachings. (51% versus 36%). (2004)”  

 “Women are more likely than are men to believe that God is the all-powerful, all-knowing, 

perfect creator that rules the world today (76% to 62%). (2004)”  

 

 “78% of women compared to 66% of men say that their faith is very important to them. 

(2004)”  

 

 “3 out of 4 women (75%) see a closer relationship with God as very desirable for their future, 

a belief held by only 65% of men. (2000)” 

 

 

“Self-Descriptions” 

    

http://www.gallup.com/content/print.asp?ci=10573
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 “66% of women describe themselves as ‘deeply spiritual’ compared to 57% of men who say 

that ‘deeply spiritual’ describes them accurately. (2004)”  

 

 “Women are more likely than men to be ‘searching for meaning and purpose in life’ (38% to 

33%, respectively). (2001)”  

 

 “Women are more likely than are men to say that they are ‘stressed out’ (37% to 30%, 

respectively). (2001)”  

 

 “Men are twice as likely as are women to say that they are dealing with an addiction (14% to 

7%). (2000)”  

 

(“Gender Differences,” The Barna Group, 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=Topic&TopicID=21) 

______________________ 

 

“GENERATION Y EMBRACES CHOICE, REDEFINES RELIGION” 

 

“The Reboot study found that 23 percent of Generation Y, like Generation X, do not identify 

with a religious denomination or don't believe in God. This is more than twice the number of 

nonbelievers among baby boomers, or those born between 1946 and 1965, Ms. Greenberg noted. 

Generation X was born between 1966 and 1979.” 

 

“However, although many of these young Americans worry about getting good grades and 

finding work after school, their biggest concern is the solidly ‘moral’ issue of nonmarital sex -- 

35 percent of Generation Y members are ‘very worried’ about ‘getting a sexually transmitted 

disease,’ the study noted.” 

 

(Cheryl Wetzstein, “Generation Y Embraces Choice, Redefines Religion,” The Washington 

Times, April 12, 2005, http://www.washtimes.com/national/20050412-121457-4149r.htm) 

______________________ 

 

“GENERATIONAL DIFFERENCES” 

 

“You have opened the research archive relating to the latest findings on generational differences. 

The statistics and analysis in this archive come from national surveys conducted by Barna 

Research.” 

  

“Definition”   

  

 “Mosaics - those born between 1984 and 2002”  

 

 “Buster - those born between 1965 and 1983”  

 

 “Boomer - those born between 1946 and 1964”  

 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=Topic&TopicID=21
http://www.washtimes.com/national/20050412-121457-4149r.htm
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 “Builders - those born between 1927 and 1945”  

 

 “Senior - those born in 1926 and earlier” 

 

“Activities” 

    

 “Busters are less likely than any other generation to volunteer time to their church (19% of 

Busters report volunteering). Conversely, 22% of Mosaics, 25% of Boomers, 31% of Elders 

(Builders and Seniors) have volunteered at a church in the past week. (2004)”  

 

 “Small group participation appears to be positively correlated with age, with 29% of Elders, 

19% of Boomers, 15% of Busters and 20% of Mosaics reporting that they participated in a 

small group in the past week. (2004)”  

 

 “Compared to 71% of Seniors who have a ‘quiet time’ during the week, 63% of Builders, 

52% of Boomers and 36% of Busters do the same. (2001)”  

 

 “35% Mosaics, 30% of Busters, 49% of Boomers, 54% of Elders attend church on a given 

Sunday. (2004)”  

 

 “In a typical week, 33% of Mosaics, 37% of Busters, 44% of Boomers, 53% of Elders 

(Builders and Seniors combined) read the Bible. (2004)”  

 

 “Mosaics are the age group least likely than any other age group to pray to God. In a given 

week, we found that 69% of Mosaics, 78% of Busters, 86% of Boomers, 89% of Elders 

(Builders and Seniors) report praying to God. (2004)” 

 

“Faith” 

    

 “Elders emerge as more likely and Mosaics as less likely than any other generation to be born 

again (20% of Mosacis, 32% of Busters, 42% of Boomers are born again, compared to 44% 

of Elders). (2004)”  

 

 “Busters are the least likely age group to inidcate that faith is a very important part of their 

life. Only 64% of Busters say their faith is very important in their life, compared with 68% of 

Mosaics, 76% of Boomers and 80% of Elders. (2004)”  

 

 “67% of Mosaics, 62% of Busters, 73% of Boomers, 75% of Elders believe that God is the 

all-powerful, all-knowing, perfect creator that rules the world today. (2004)” 

 

“Self-Descriptions”  

   

 “Busters are more likely than the other generations to be searching for meaning in life: 44% 

of Busters compared to 32% of all others are searching for their purpose in life. (2001)”  
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 “Busters are the generation most likely to feel ‘too busy.’ Compared to 53% of Busters who 

maintain that they are too busy, 49% of Boomers, 32% of Builders and 27% of Seniors feel 

the same. (2001)”  

 

 “Older individuals are also more likely than younger individuals to describe themselves as a 

‘born again Christian.’ 49% Seniors and 47% of Builders call themselves born again, 

compared to 42% of Boomers and 31% of Busters. (2001)”  

 

 “Financial comfort appears to come with age. We found that 38% of Busters say they are 

personally struggling with finances, compared to the 32% of Boomers, 23% of Builders, and 

20% of Seniors. (2001”)  

 

 “Busters are almost twice as likely as are Seniors to indicate that they are stressed out (41% 

to 22%, respectively). Likewise, 32% of Boomers and 27% of Builders said that ‘stressed 

out’ is an accurate description of them. (2001)”  

 

(“Generational Differences,” The Barna Group, 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=Topic&TopicID=22) 

______________________ 

 

“GIVING REBOUNDS AFTER 9/11 SLUMP” 

 

“After three lean years, monies given to non-profit organization have returned to 2000 levels. 

Two-thirds of all U.S. households report giving some money to churches. The average annual 

gift was $824, about 2.2% of gross income, up 14% from the previous year. ‘Born-again’ adults 

averaged giving $1,411 to church.” 

 

“Tithing held steady at about 4% for all U.S. households, and 7% among born-again adults. But 

the number of born-again adults who gave no money to a church last year more than doubled, 

from 7% to 18%.” 

 

“Successful financial campaigns hinge on motivation, George Barna advises: ‘Most donors give 

a modest sum of money out of habit, but are not moved to share or sacrifice in a bigger way 

because they do not sense that a church is revolutionizing the community.’ Economic turnaround 

means more money is available, but leaders must present a compelling vision in order to tap into 

it.” (from Barna.org) 

 

(“Giving Rebounds After 9/11 Slump”, Leadership, p8)) 

______________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=Topic&TopicID=22
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“GO FIGURE” 

 

”Recent Stats on Divorce, Islam and Violence, and Horoscopes vs. the Bible” 

 

 

52% 25% 62% 

"Born-again Christians" who 

disagree with the statement, 

"When a couple gets 

divorced without one of them 

having committed adultery, 

they are committing a sin." 

Americans in March 2002 

who said the Islamic religion 

is more likely than others to 

encourage violence among its 

believers. 

British teens who say 

they believe 

horoscopes. 

35% 46% 38% 

Married "born-again 

Christians" who have 

experienced a divorce. 

Americans who said so in July 

2004. 

British teens who say 

they believe the Bible 

 

(“Go Figure,” Copyright © 2004 Christianity Today, Ted Olsen, November 2004, Vol. 48, No. 

11, Page 22, http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2004/011/8.22.html) 

______________________ 

 

“GOAL AND PRIORITIES” 

 

“You have opened the research archive about goals and priorities. The statistics and analysis in 

this archive come from national surveys conducted by Barna Research.” 

  

“U.S. Adults” 

    

 “91% of adults list having good physical health as their top priority in life, making this the 

highest-rated priority of all. (2000)”  

 “Other priorities listed by at least three out of four adults include living with a high degree of 

integrity, having one marriage partner for life, having close friends, and having a clear 

purpose for living. (2000)”  

 

 “Seven out of ten adults say having a close, personal relationship with God is a top priority. 

(2000)”  

 

 “Only half of all adults (53%) identify being deeply committed to the Christian faith as a top 

priority. (2000)”  

 

 “Less than half of all adults (42%) say being active in a local church is one of their top goals 

in life. (2000)”  
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 “Only seven out of ten born again Christians (71%) list being active in a church as a top 

priority for their future. (2000)”  

 

 “Among born again Christians, top priorities for their future include a close relationship with 

God (93%), good health (92%), living with high integrity (86%), having one marriage partner 

for life (85%) and having clear purpose for living (85%). (2000)”  

 

 “Since 1991, there has been a seven-percentage point decline in ‘living close to family and 

relatives’ as a top priority in life. (2000)”  

 

 “Only 9% of all adults say owning the latest in household technology and electronics is a 

high priority for their future. (2000)”  

 

 “44% of adults say that having a satisfying family life is their highest priority in life. (2005)” 

 

 “18% of people said that completely understanding and carrying out the principles of their 

faith was the highest priority in their lives. (14% of men versus 18% of women) (2005)” 

 

“Teens”  

   

 “Two-thirds of teens believe that it is important to be a member of a church. (1999)”  

 

 “Over half of teens (53%) believe that the main purpose of life is enjoyment and personal 

fulfillment. (1999)”  

 

 “”One-fourth of teens believe that what you do for others is more important than what you 

believe about Jesus Christ. (1999)”  

 

 46% of teens indicated that it is more important to have a satisfying leisure life than a 

satisfying job or career. (1999)” 

 

(“Goals and Priorities,” The Barna Group, 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=Topic&TopicID=23)  

______________________ 

 

“GOD AND FRESHMEN” 

 

“The study was conducted by the Higher Education Research Institute of the University of 

California at Los Angeles:” 

 

“Indicator of Spirituality” “Percent of Freshmen” 

“Believe in sacredness of life” “83” 

“Have an interest in spirituality” “80” 

“Search for meaning/purpose in life” “76” 

“Discuss meaning of life with friends” “74” 
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“Indicator of Religiousness”   

“Believe in God” “79” 

“Pray” “69” 

“Attend services occasionally or frequently” “81” 

“Discussion religion/spirituality with friends” “80” 

 

“The UCLA researchers also asked students their religious preferences. The following religions 

were those named by at least 2 percent of those surveyed: Roman Catholic (28 percent); None 

(17 percent); Baptist (13 percent); Other Christian, a category that tends to include non-

denominational Protestants, many of them evangelical (11 percent); Methodist (6 percent); 

Lutheran (5 percent); Presbyterian (4 percent); Church of Christ (3 percent); Episcopalian (2 

percent); and Jewish (2 percent).” 

 

“Many students also expect colleges to help them make sense of spiritual, ethical and religious 

issues. Of freshmen in the study, 69 percent said that it was essential or very important for their 

colleges to help their self-understanding, 67 percent to help them develop personal values, and 

48 percent to encourage their spirituality.” 

 

“More than half of juniors reported that they had attended services regularly when they started 

college, but only 29 percent reported doing so by the time they were juniors.” Article written by 

Scott Jaschik. 

 

“Comments” 

 

“Is this accurate?” 

 

“My philosophy students (I get to know about 300 of them a year) always tell me that the 

important things in life are: spirituality, family, friends, self-development, education, knowledge, 

etc. They would answer, apparently, in accordance with these statistics in the article. However, 

when I then ask them to rank the things on which they spend the most time and effort, they 

respond with things like: work, money, shopping, watching T.V., partying, etc. When I point out 

the disconnection between their professed values and those on which they spend the most effort 

and time, they just shrug their shoulders. Perhaps that means they believe that the most important 

and difficult things in life require the least amount of time to develop, and are somehow 

secondary to money and ’stuff’ (I know that makes no sense, I can’t make their responses to my 

inquiries make sense). Comment by Leslie C. Miller, Assistant Professor of Philosophy (Fall 

2005) at Mesa State College, at 10:15 pm EDT on April 15, 2005.” 

 

(“God and Freshmen,” Inside Higher Ed News, April 14, 2005, 

http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2005/04/14/spirit) 

______________________ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2005/04/14/spirit
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“GOD, THE ECONOMY, AND RABBITS’ FEET:” 

 

“Houses of worship have already seen attendance rise as much as 10%, but God is also in retail. 

Bibles have been moving off the shelves in record numbers, and at Neiman Marcus, the top-

selling necklaces include cross pendant and a gold-and-diamond horseshoe, for good luck.” 

(Time, December 3) 

 

(Youthworker, March/April 2002, p11) 

______________________ 

 

“GOD-FREE SCHOOL ZONES” 

 

“Education Secretary Rod Paige set off a firestorm last week when he told the Baptist Press that 

Christian values are conducive to learning.  The Washington Post and New York Times (and 

many other newspapers) denounced Mr. Paige on their editorial pages.  Among those calling for 

his immediate apology or resignation were some Democrats on Capitol Hill and Barry Lynn, 

executive director of Americans United for Separation of Church and State.” 

 

“What Mr. Paige actually said wouldn’t seem all that controversial to mainstream Americans: 

‘All things being equal, I would prefer to have a child in a school where there’s a strong 

appreciation for values, the kind of values that I think are associated with the Christian 

communities, and so that this child can be brought up in an environment that teaches them to 

have strong faith and to understand that there is a force greater than them personally.” 

 

“This is controversial?  All he really said was that a community that embraces the Christian 

values of hard work, honesty, humility, good stewardship of your talents and respect for others 

will create a positive learning environment.  Or, more succinctly, character matters.” 

 

“Reading the free-speech guidelines, it’s also hard to see why they would be controversial either.  

In a letter explaining them, Mr. Paige wrote ‘Public schools should not be hostile to the religious 

rights of their students and their families.’  He explained that ‘among other things, students may 

read their Bibles or other scriptures, say grace before meals, and pray or study religious materials 

with fellow students during recess, the lunch hour, or other noninstructional time to the same 

extent that they may engage in nonreligious activities.” 

 

“Public-school students would be able once again to read and openly debate the letter Thomas 

Jefferson wrote to the Danbury Baptist Association on January 1, 1802, in which he described 

the First Amendment as a ‘wall of separation between church and state.’ Responding to a letter 

from the Baptists complaining about Congress and state governments declaring days of prayer 

and fasting, Jefferson argued that the First Amendment permits government-supported religious 

expression, which, he argued, in no way interfered with the Baptists’ right to believe or practice 

their religion.  Jefferson—the deified deist of the left – ended the letter: ‘I reciprocate your kind 

prayers for the protection and blessings of the common Father and Creator of man.’” 

 

(Minister, Brendan; “God-Free School Zones,” from The Wall Street Journal Editorial Page, 

Opinion Journal, April 15, 2003, www.opinionjournal.com/forms/printThis.html?id=110003339) 

http://www.opinionjournal.com/forms/printThis.html?id=110003339
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______________________ 

 

“HAPPINESS IS A WARM... RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD” 
 

”Two separate studies from two respected universities have found that young adults who have an 

ongoing, everyday relationship with God are happier, healthier, safer, more law-abiding, and 

more satisfied with their family relationships.” 

 

“The first study, conducted by researchers at UCLA, discovered that third-year college students 

who participate in religious activities have better emotional and mental health than their peers 

who don’t. Religiously involved students are:”  

 

 “less likely to feel overwhelmed during college;”   

 “ more likely to have high self-esteem;”  

 “ more likely to feel good about the way their lives are headed; and”  

 “less likely to start drinking beer in college if they haven’t started already.” 

 

“The study’s co-principal investigator says, “Students seem to feel better about themselves if 

they see themselves as spiritual.”  

 

“Meanwhile, a research panel commissioned by Dartmouth Medical School has completed 

several years of study into the impact of religious belief in teenagers’ lives. They conclude that 

religious kids are:” 

 

 “less likely than nonbelievers to smoke and drink;” 

 “ more likely to eat healthily;” 

 “ less likely to commit crimes;” 

 “ more likely to wear seat belts;”  

 “ less likely to be depressed; and” 

 “more likely to be satisfied with their families and with school.” 

 

(“Happiness Is A Warm Relationship With God”, Trends - Group Magazine 

January-February, 2005, Pg. 16, http://www.groupmag.com/articles/details.asp?ID=5384) 

______________________ 

 

“HARDWIRED FOR MEANING” 
 

“A smaller but still significant body of research also shows that people are ‘hardwired’ for 

meaning, born with a built-in capacity and drive to ask the ultimate questions about life’s 

purpose:  Why am I here?  What is the purpose of my life?  How should I live?  What will 

happen when I die?  Across time and cultures, this distinctively human pursuit has been closely 

connected to spiritual seeking and experience and to religious belief and practice.  Using brain 

imaging, neuroscientists Eugene dAquili and Andrew B. Newberg’s have found that the same 

part of the brain that underlies the human need to seek answers to what is true about life’s 

deepest questions also underlies many spiritual and religious experiences.  In other words, the 

pursuit of meaning appears to be physiologically linked to spiritual and religious seeking.” 

http://www.groupmag.com/articles/details.asp?ID=5384
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“To date the influence of religion on U.S. young people has been ‘grossly understudied,’ 

according to Byron Johnson of the University of Pennsylvania.  However, existing research is 

highly suggestive.  For adolescents, religiosity is significantly associated with a reduced 

likelihood of both unintentional and intentional injury (both of which are leading causes of death 

for teenagers.  Homicides, suicides and accidents account for 85 percent of all deaths among 

early to late adolescents).  Religious teenagers are safer drivers and are more likely to wear 

seatbelts than their less religious peers.  They are less likely to become juvenile delinquents or 

adult criminals.  They are less prone to substance abuse.  They are less likely to endorse 

engaging in high-risk behavior or the idea of enjoying the danger.” 

 

“One religious quality that appears to be especially beneficial, in terms of mental health and 

lifestyle consequences, is what some scholars call personal devotion, or the young person’s sense 

of participating in a ‘direct personal relationship with the Divine.’  Personal devotion among 

adolescents in associated with reduced risk-taking, more effectively resolving feelings of 

loneliness, greater regard for self and for others, and a stronger sense that life has meaning and 

purpose.  These protective effects of personal devotion are twice as great for adolescents as they 

are for adults.  This last finding clearly reinforces the idea, found in many cross-national studies, 

that adolescence is a time of particularly intense searching for, and openness to, the transcendent.  

Here is how Lisa Miller of Columbia University puts it:  ‘A search for spiritual relationship with 

the Creator may be an inherent developmental process in adolescence.’” 

 

“One of the many problems with the avoidance strategy is that denying or ignoring the spiritual 

needs of adolescents may end up creating a void in their lives that either devolves into depression 

or is filled by other forms of questing and challenge, such as drinking, unbridled consumerism, 

petty crime, sexual precocity, or flirtations with violence.” 

 

(http://americanvalues.org/html/hardwired.html) 

______________________ 

 

“HELPING KIDS IN PAIN” 

 

“Pain is the common thread that runs through this generation of teenagers.  And that means 

effective youth ministries are those that offer real healing to broken kids.” 

 

“The Barna Research Group says one in three children are born to unwed mothers and one third 

of all teenagers live in a ‘blended’ or ‘broken’ home – that represents a lot of pain.  And 

according to the U.S. Department of Justice, one in two rape victims is under age 18; one in six 

is under 12.  Because of their pain, these kids are desperate for love, truth, acceptance, and hope.  

That’s our job description.” 

 

“The first step was to get right with God – that gives God the okay to do the hard work of 

healing in her life.” 

 

“The second baby step would be much harder.  ‘You must forgive the people who hurt you.’” 

 



Research - 2005 and prior 57 
 

(Bert Dockery, “Helping Kids in Pain,” Group Magazine, September/October 2005, pp86-93) 

______________________ 

 

“HISPANIC CHURCHES EXPERIENCING HUGE GROWTH” 

 

“Most are coming from the Catholic Church in order to ‘listen to God’s voice” 

 

“At around some 40 million, Hispanics in the United States now almost outnumber blacks, 

according to government figures released last month.  Other studies claim that an estimated 9 

million of them are evangelical. And of that number, close to 70 percent are Pentecostal.” 

 

“‘We need larger facilities.  We don’t fit,’ says Daniel de León, pastor of 6,000-member Templo 

Calviario Assembly of God in Santa Ana, Calif.—the largest Hispanic church in America.  

Twenty-six years ago there were 60 people in his church.” 

 

(www.charismanews.com/online/printarticle.pl?d=&MonthID=cns20030207&Articl…2/11/200) 

______________________ 

 

“HISPANICS” 

 

“You have opened the research archive about Hispanics. The statistics and analysis in this 

archive come from national surveys conducted by Barna Research.” 

 

“Faith” 

    

 “In 1990, two-thirds of all Hispanic adults (68%) said the church they attended most 

frequently was Catholic; in 2001 that proportion was down to just half (49%). (2001)”  

 

 “Three out of 10 Hispanic adults (30%) are born again, compared to 47% of black adults and 

41% of whites. (2004)” 

 “Only three out of ten Hispanic adults (32%) claims to be ‘absolutely committed’ to the 

Christian faith, which is significantly below the 56% of blacks and 53% of whites that 

reported likewise. (2004)”  

 

 “Hispanics are no different than adults nationwide when it comes to the importance of their 

faith plays in their daily life. 91% of Hispanics say that their faith is a very important part of 

their life compared to 87% of adults nationwide. (2004)”  

 

 “68% of Hispanics believe that the Bible it totally accurate in all of its teachings, compared 

to 60% adults nationwide, (2004)”  

 

 “Like adults nationwide, 35% of Hispanics believe that they have a personal responsibility to 

share their religious beliefs with other people. (2004)” 
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 “Nearly 1 out of 2 Hispanics (48%) believe that when He lived on earth, Jesus Christ was 

human and committed sins, like other people, a belief held by 44% of adults nationwide. 

(2004)”  

 

 “67% describe God as the all-knowing, all-powerful Creator of the universe who still rules 

the world today. (2004)”  

 

 “61% of Hispanics believe that Satan is just a symbol of evil and not a real living being (a 

belief held by 60% of adults nationwide). (2004).”  

 

 

 “Hispanics are slightly less likely than the average adult to believe that you can earn your 

way to Heaven, with 53% of Hispanics believing that if a person is generally good, or does 

enough good things for others during their life, they will earn a place in Heaven, compared to 

55% of adults nationwide. (2004)”  

 

 “Hispanics are significantly less likely than whites to contend that moral truth is absolute 

(15% to 26%, respectively). (2001) (For more information about the held perspectives on 

moral truth, see the February 12, 2002 Press Release article titled ‘Americans Are Most 

Likely to Base Truth on Feelings.’” 

 

“Self-Descriptions” 

    

 “Hispanics are more than twice as likely as are whites to be searching for meaning and 

purpose in life (60% to 28%, respectively). (2001)”  

 

 “Hispanics (32%) are just as likely as are whites (37%) to call themselves a ‘born again 

Christian’, however less likely than are Blacks (57%). (2001)”  

 “Hispanics (42%) are less likely than blacks (51%) but more likely than whites (26%) to 

maintain that they personally struggle with finances. (2001)” 

 

 “Hispanics are the ethnic group most likely to say that they are ‘stressed out.’ Compared to 

32% of blacks and 32% of whites, 44% of Hispanics say that they are “stressed out.” (2001)” 

 

“A population Profile”  

   

 “46% are parents with children under the age of 18 living at home. (2001)”  

 

 “49% are Catholic. (2001)”  

 

 

 “37% affiliate themselves with the Democrat party. (2001)”  

 

 “30% are classified as born again Christians. (2004)”  
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 “25% attend Protestant non-mainline churches. (2001)”  

 

 “4% are evangelical Christians. (2004)”  

 

(“Hispanic”, The Barna Group, 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=Topic&TopicID=24) 

______________________ 

 

“HOW ARE AMERICAN CHRISTIANS LIVING THEIR FAITH?” 

 

“Summary of ‘Love of God’ Findings” 

 

“Respondents were given a list of 15 items relating to ‘love of God’ and asked how strongly each 

item applies to them. Of Christians surveyed, three-fourths (75%) expressed a strong belief in the 

Trinity – that ‘the God of the Bible is one in essence, but distinct in person – Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit.” 

 

“Three-fourths also strongly believe in a God who is actively involved in their lives, rather than 

an impersonal, amorphous kind of life force. Sixty-six percent express thanks on a daily basis for 

what they feel God is doing in their lives; 61% seek to grow closer to God through prayer.” 

 

“Two-thirds of people (67%) say that the statement ‘I desire Jesus Christ to be first in my life’ 

applies strongly to them, although earlier studies have shown that few feel they come close to 

achieving this ideal in practice.” 

 

“Sixty-two percent say they ‘have an inner peace from God,’ and another 58% go so far as to say 

they ‘exist to know, love, and serve God.’ About half of survey respondents (49%) believe the 

Bible has decisive authority over what they say and do, although only 28% say they regularly 

study the Bible to find direction in their lives.” 

 

“Interestingly, although the concept of grace is central to the Christian faith, only about half of 

interviewees (48%) say the statement ‘nothing I have done or can do can earn my salvation’ 

applies completely to them. In the New Testament ‘grace’ refers to God’s love, which constantly 

acts to restore sinners to full relationship with God. This love is given freely by God and is 

unearned and underserved. It is most clearly seen, Christian believe, in the life and sacrifice of 

Jesus Christ. Simply expressed, ‘grace’ is God’s love with no strings attached.” 

 

“LOVE OF GOD: BELIEFS, PRACTICES, AND CHARACTERISTICS” 

 

“For each of the following statements, please tell me where you would place yourself on a scale 

from 0 to 5, if 0 stands for ‘does not apply at all’ and 5 stands for ‘applies completely.’” 

 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=Topic&TopicID=24
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I believe that the God of the Bible is one in essence, but distinct in person – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 75% 
 

I believe that God is actively involved in my life.                                                                  74% 
 

I desire Jesus Christ to be first in my life.                                                              67% 
 

I thank God daily for who God is and what God is doing in my life.                66% 
 

I have an inner peace from God.                                                                    62% 
 

I seek to grow closer to God by listening to God in prayer.                       61% 
 

I exist to know, love and serve God.                                                         58% 
 

No task is too menial for me if God calls me to do it.                             58% 
 

I believe the Bible has decisive authority over everything I say and do.  49% 
 

I believe that nothing I have done or do can earn my salvation.  48% 
 

I take unpopular stands when my faith dictates.    42% 
 

I have inner contentment even when things go wrong.    35% 
 

I regularly study the Bible to find direction for my life.  28% 
 

I control my tongue.            22% 

“% saying “applies completely” 

(“How Are American Christians Living Their Faith?” The Gallup Organization, August 19, 

2003, www.gallup.com/poll/tb/religValue/20030819.asp?Version=p)  

______________________ 

 

“HOW EFFECTIVE IS YOUR CHURCH? – A Peek inside Group Publishing, publisher of 

GROUP Magazine” 

 “Spiritual Snapshot” 

 

“Based on their extensive research and analysis, Gallup and Lindsay report three felt needs of the 

American population at this point in history:” 

 

1. “A need for spiritual moorings;” 

 

2. “A need for deeper, more meaningful relationships with other people;” 

 

3. A need to reach out to hurting people on the margins of society.” 

“Our churches are wonderfully positioned to respond to these three deep needs as we move 

through the 21
st
 century.” 

 

“From recent Gallup surveys:” 

 

 “41 percent of Americans attend church at least once a week. (Interestingly, that percentage 

has stayed the same for the past 60 years.)” 

 

 “74 percent of  Americans say religion strengthens the family.” 

 

 In 1994, 58 percent of Americans said they wanted to grow spiritually.  In 1998, 82 percent 

said they wanted to grow spiritually.” 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/tb/religValue/20030819.asp?Version=p
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 Two-thirds say the church isn’t effective in helping them find meaning in life.” 

 

 American churches reach 60 percent of the population every month.” 

 

(Inside Group, “How Effective is Your Church? A peek inside Group Publishing, publisher of 

GROUP magazine,” Thom and Joani Schultz) 

______________________ 

 

“I WILL TAKE UNPOPULAR STANDS TO DEFEND MY FAITH.” 

 

 
 

 

 



Research - 2005 and prior 62 
 

 

 
“Interestingly, Protestants are more prone to take unpopular stands than are Catholics, by a ratio 

of 61% to 54%.” 

 

 
“Perhaps the most telling statistic is found in responses according to how often respondents 

attend worship attendance. Two-thirds (66%) of those who attended a worship service in the last 

week strongly agreed that they take unpopular stands to defend their faith, while fewer than half 

(47%) of those who did not attend a worship service strongly agreed.”  

 

(“I Will Take Unpopular Stands to Defend My Faith,” 

www.gallup.com/poll/tb/religValue/20020625.asp) 

______________________ 

 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/tb/religValue/20020625.asp
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“IN THE NEWS” 

 

“In his Newsweek essay ‘Why We Need Hell, Too,’ Kenneth Woodward argues that we can’t 

have a heaven without a hell if we all live under divine justice.  He also says that downplaying 

hell ‘tends to rob the evil that we do of its lethal gravitas.’” (Source: The Los Angeles Times, 

Newsweek) 

 

“Are you surprised to hear about hell’s fading popularity? Does your church or denomination 

talk much about hell?” 

 

“Do you agree that hell is ‘just too negative,’ or do you think churches are ‘wimping out’ by not 

addressing a key component of Christianity?” 

 

“Does ignoring hell make sin seem less severe?  Why or why not?  Does removing eternal 

consequences make it easier to justify our sins? Why or why not?” 

 

“Can there be a heaven if there isn’t a hell? Why or why not?  Why do you think so many people 

are so sure they won’t end up in hell?” 

 

“Do you think hell is an actual place?  Does the prospect of hell scare you?  affect how you live? 

Explain.” 

“Do you ever worry that you’ll end up in hell? that people you know will end up there? If so, 

what are you doing about it?” 

 

“Scripture links: Isaiah 33:10-14; Malachi 4:1-3; Matthew 13:36-43, 47-50, Luke 16:19-31; 2 

Peter 2:4-12; and Revelation 20:10-15; 21:6-8.” 

 

(Group, November 12, 2002, pg. 88, www.Youthministry.com) 

______________________ 

 

“IS GOD IN OUR GENES?” 

 

“Our most profound feeling of spirituality, according to a literal reading of Hammer’s work, may 

be due to little more than an occasional shot of intoxicating brain chemicals governed by our 

DNA. ‘I’m a believer that every thought we think and every feeling we feel is the result of 

activity in the brain,’ Hammer says. ‘I think we follow the basic law of nature, which is that 

we’re a bunch of chemical reactions running around in a bag.’” 

 

“The very meaning of faith, after all, is to hold fast to something without all the tidy cause and 

effect that science finds so necessary,” 

(Jeffrey Kluger, “Is God in Our Genes?” Time, October 25, 2004, p65) 

______________________ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youthministry.com/
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“ISLAM: A NEW WELCOMING SPIRIT IN THE MOSQUE” 

 

 “Children of immigrants are the fastest-growing group among the nation's estimated7 million 

Muslims.” 

 

“Their strong ties with Islam really started in college, when they bonded with a mixed group of 

Muslims.” 

 

“Javed says. ‘I'm not an American kid who goes out and drinks. I'm not entirely Pakistani either. 

But I am thoroughly Muslim. I feel comfortable at the Islamic center, like this is where I actually 

belong.’” 

 

“Amber Atwat, 28, is one of many converts who showed up at the Islamic center that day with 

her husband and 15-month-old son. Raised Southern Baptist in Tennessee, she found peace in 

Islam three years ago.” 

 

“In our church, I saw all whites,’ she recalls. ‘Then there was the black Baptist church down the 

road. Even though they taught the same thing, we did not mix. But in the mosque, there is no one 

identity. I love that.’” 

 

(Lorraine Ali, “A New Welcoming Spirit in the Mosque,” Newsweek, August 29, 2005) 

______________________ 

 

“JESUS THE PHILOSOPHER” 

 

“What counts as thinking?” 

 

“The question was posed by the moderator at an early Republican presidential debate in 1999: 

‘Who is your favorite political philosopher?’ George W. Bush surprised, if not stunned, his 

fellow candidates when he tersely declared, ‘Jesus Christ, because he changed my life.’” 

 

“Commentators had a field day. Maybe Bush didn't know the names of any real philosophers and 

seized on Jesus out of desperation. Other observers suspected a calculated pitch to Bush's core 

constituency—a shameless bit of pious posturing.” 

 

“At the philosophical level, we might say candidate Bush dropped the ball. He gave a religious 

or devotional justification for his choice of Jesus as favorite philosopher instead of stipulating 

just what it was about Jesus as a philosopher that he valued above other philosophers. There's no 

reason to doubt his sincerity; nevertheless, he didn't speak to the question.” 

 

“But what about Bush's answer taken on its own terms? Was it, as the media generally took for 

granted, frankly absurd, embarrassing, ignorant? Or was Jesus in fact—whatever else he may 

have been—a bona fide philosopher? If the answer is yes, several other engaging questions 

emerge: What kind of philosopher was he? What did he believe and why? How does his 

philosophy relate to that of other philosophers? Does his philosophizing have anything to 

contribute to contemporary philosophical debates? Further, just what is a philosopher anyway?” 
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“Most reference books in philosophy suggest by omission that Jesus was not a philosopher. For 

example, The Encyclopedia of Philosophy (1967), long a standard reference work, has no entry 

under ‘Jesus’ or ‘Christ.’ The newer and well-respected Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy 

(1998) has no entry for ‘Jesus’ or ‘Christ’ but includes one on ‘Buddha.’” 

 

“So what is the essential condition for being a philosopher? I take it to be a strong and lived-out 

inclination to pursue truth about philosophical matters through the rigorous use of human 

reasoning. By ‘philosophical matters’ I mean the enduring questions of life's meaning, purpose, 

and value as they relate to all the major divisions of philosophy (primarily epistemology, 

metaphysics, and ethics).” 

 

“Of course, one may speak to life's meaning, purpose, and value in a nonphilosophical manner—

by merely issuing assertions or simply declaring divine judgments with no further discussion. 

(Some wrongly think this was Jesus' only mode of teaching.) A philosophical approach to these 

matters, however, explores the logic or rationale of various claims about reality; it sniffs out 

intellectual presuppositions and implications; it ponders possibilities and weighs their rational 

credibility. The work of a philosopher need not include philosophical system-building (à la 

Aristotle or Aquinas), nor need it exclude religious authority or even divine inspiration so long as 

this perspective does not preclude rational argumentation. Being a philosopher requires a certain 

orientation to knowledge, a willingness to argue and debate logically, and to do so with some 

proficiency. On this account, was Jesus a philosopher?” 

 

“Philosopher Dallas Willard, who makes much of Jesus' brilliance, argues that a philosophical 

mind requires not only certain intellectual skills but also certain character commitments 

regarding the importance of logic and the value of truth in one's life. A thoughtful person must 

choose to esteem logic and argument through focused concentration, reasoned dialogue, and a 

willingness to follow the truth wherever it may lead. This cognitive orientation places demands 

on the moral life—demands that Jesus accepted wholeheartedly. Willard deems Jesus a 

philosopher by these standards.” 

 

“John Stott observes that Jesus was a ‘controversialist’ in that he was not ‘broad-minded.’ Jesus 

did not countenance any and every view on important subjects but instead engaged in extensive 

disputes, some quite heated, mostly with the Jewish intellectual leaders of his day. He was not 

afraid to cut against the grain of popular opinion if he deemed it to be wrong. He spoke often and 

passionately about the value of truth and the dangers of error, and he gave logical arguments to 

support truth and oppose error. This all sounds rather philosophical.” 

 

“Why, then (as responses to Mr. Bush's comment revealed), do people find it odd to think of 

Jesus as a philosopher? In The Case Against Christianity, philosopher Michael Martin alleges 

that the Jesus of the Gospel accounts ‘does not exemplify important intellectual virtues. Both his 

words and his actions seem to indicate that he does not value reason and learning.’ Jesus based 

‘his entire ministry on faith.’ Martin interprets Jesus' statement about the need to become like 

children to enter the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 18:3) as praising uncritical belief.” 
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“These are damning charges against the claim that Jesus was a philosopher. But Martin 

misinterprets Jesus' statements uncharitably. If the rest of the Gospel material consistently 

showed Jesus avoiding or condemning any rational assessment of his teachings or claims, 

Martin's contention would be vindicated. But Jesus repeatedly engaged in a variety of bona fide 

arguments over theology, ethics, and his personal identity. He employed argument forms such as 

reductio ad absurdum (Matt. 22:41-46) and a fortiori (John 7:21-24), and appealed to evidence to 

ground his claims (Matt. 11:1-6). Jesus also deftly escaped from between the horns of logical 

dilemmas by constructing ingenious tertium quids, as when he avoided both statism and anarchy 

by saying that one must render to Caesar what is Caesar's and to God what is God's (Matt. 22:15-

22). The same Jesus who valued children also said, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind’ (Matt. 22:37).” 

 

“Consider the passage to which Martin refers. Jesus is asked by his disciples, ‘Who is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’ After calling a child and having him stand among them, 

Jesus replies:” 

 

‘I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never 

enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, those who humble themselves like this child are 

the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes a little child like this in 

my name welcomes me.” (Matt. 18:3-5) 

 

“The meaning of ‘become like little children’ is not ‘become uncritical and unthinking’ (as 

Martin would have it) but rather ‘become humble.’ Jesus spoke much of humility, and never 

associated humility with stupidity, ignorance, or gullibility. Jesus praised children for the same 

reasons that people have always praised them. Children are never viewed as models because they 

are irrational or immature, but because they are innocent and wholehearted in their love, 

devotion, and enthusiasm for life. They are esteemed because they can be disarmingly humble, 

having not learned the pretensions and posturings of the adult world. Jesus did thank God for 

revealing the gospel to the humble and not to the supposedly wise and understanding (Matt. 

11:25-26). This, however, does not imply that intelligence is a detriment to believing Jesus' 

message, but that some of the religious leaders of the day could not grasp his message in part 

because of its humbling consequence.” 

 

“Unless humility is incompatible with intelligence and rational investigation, there is no reason 

to believe that Jesus prizes gullibility or credulity. Most of us have met a few valued women and 

men who have been both tough-minded and softhearted. A good part of their intellectual virtue 

consists precisely in their humility, their willingness to let truth makes its demands on them. 

They pursue truth reasonably, but not arrogantly or pridefully. Moreover, children often ask 

searching and difficult questions—even of a philosophical nature.” 

 

“Martin further charges that when Jesus did give any reason to accept his teaching, it was never a 

‘rational justification,’ but was merely pragmatic. On these grounds, Martin objects to Jesus' 

exhortation that his listeners believe his words because the kingdom has come.” 

 

“This charge rings hollow. When Jesus referred to the kingdom of God as a justification for his 

teaching and preaching, he was admonishing people to reorient their lives spiritually and morally 
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because God was breaking into history in an unparalleled and dramatic fashion. This is not 

necessarily an irrational or unfounded claim if (1) God was acting in this manner in Jesus' day 

and (2) one can find evidence for the emergence of the kingdom, chiefly through the actions of 

Jesus himself. The Gospels present the kingdom as uniquely present in the teaching and actions 

of Jesus. So it was that Jesus claimed, ‘If I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the 

kingdom of God has come upon you’ (Matthew 12:28). Since his audience took him to be 

driving out demons with singular authority, Jesus was giving a modus ponens argument. If P, 

then Q; P, therefore Q. Jesus' argument for the kingdom of God served as a logical support for 

his teaching and purpose. He was not merely making assertions or ungrounded threats, and 

expecting a childish or cowardly compliance.” 

 

“For these reasons (and many more), I believe George W. Bush's show-stopping assertion was 

correct. Jesus was a philosopher and a great one. If so, Christians should investigate the Gospels 

afresh to discover Jesus the philosopher as well as Jesus, God Incarnate. Moreover, his followers 

might find some inspiration to imitate their master intellectually and to enter the great 

philosophical debates of the age in the Spirit of the One in whom are hid all the treasures of 

wisdom and knowledge (Col. 2:3). 

 

(Douglas Groothuis, “Jesus the Philosopher” Christianity Today International/Books & Culture 

magazine, http://www.ctlibrary.com/print.html?id=9457) 

______________________ 

 

“KEEPING IT REAL” 

 

“But for young evangelicals the word community reflects the need for deeper relationships.” 

 

“‘We know the message of self-esteem is bankrupt,’ says Shaun Garman, 34, pastor of Red Sea 

Church in Portland, Oregon. ‘We know we are not the center of the universe.’” 

 

(Anthony B. Bradley, “Keeping it Real” World (April 10, 2004): 31-33) 

______________________ 

 

“LANDMARK RULING PUTS FREEDOM OF SPEECH IN FOCUS” 

 

“Judge Michael Higgins of the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) found on 

Friday December 17 that a Catch the Fire seminar in March 2002—and both a newsletter and 

website article—had breached the state's Religious and Racial Tolerance Act of 2001.” 

“Judge Higgins said Scot had made fun of Muslim beliefs and conduct at the seminar, and 

presented his talk in a way that was ‘essentially hostile, demeaning and derogatory of all Muslim 

people, their god, Allah, the prophet Mohammed and in general Muslim religious beliefs and 

practices.’” 

“The judge ruled Scot had made statements that Muslims were liars and demons and that the 

Qur'an promoted violence, killing and looting.” 
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“Reacting to the verdict, Pastor Nalliah told Christianity Today it was a ‘black day for freedom 

of speech and truth, as truth is not a defense under this new racial and religious vilification 

legislation.’” 

 

“Freedom Compromised” 

 

“Grant Chapman, president of Australian human rights group Tears of the Oppressed and a 

senator in the Federal Parliament, said the Racial and Religious Tolerance Act interferes with the 

right to express religious opinions.” 

 

“The message to the Australian public is this: ‘Sex and politics are fine. But don't talk about 

religion!’ Senator Chapman said.” 

 

“In practice, the Racial and Religious Tolerance Act 2001 has allowed one religious group to 

take another religious group to court over a difference in religious opinion. However, under 

Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights—to which Australia is a signatory—

everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression. This right includes freedom to hold 

opinions without interference and to seek, receive, and impart information and ideas through any 

media and regardless of frontiers.” 

 

(Paul Gallagher , “Landmark Ruling Puts Freedom of Speech in Focus”, Christianity Today, 

December 22, 2004, 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/global/printer.html?/ct/2004/151/33.0.html) 

______________________ 

 

“LARGEST 25 U.S. CHURCHS, ¹ 2002” 

 

“¹The National Baptist Convention U.S.A., Inc., one of the ten largest churches in the U.S., is 

currently at work producing an actual count to be available in subsequent editions.” 

 

Denomination name Members 

The Roman Catholic Church 63,683,030 

Southern Baptist Convention 15,960,308 

The United Methodist Church 8,340,954 

The Church of God in Christ 5,499,875 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 5,208,827 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 5,125,919 

National Baptist Convention of America, Inc. 3,500,000 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 3,485,332 

Assemblies of God 2,577,560 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) 2,554,088 

Progressive National Baptist Convention of America 2,500,000 

African Methodist Episcopal Church 2,500,000 

National Missionary Baptist Convention of America 2,500,000 

Episcopal Church 2,311,398 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 1,500,000 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/global/printer.html?/ct/2004/151/33.0.html
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“¹The National Baptist Convention U.S.A., Inc., one of the ten largest churches in the U.S., is 

currently at work producing an actual count to be available in subsequent editions.   

Source: Yearbook of American & Canadian Churches, 2002.” 

 

(http://print.infoplease.com/ipa/A0001481.html) 

______________________ 

 

“LEADERSHIP” 

 

“You have opened the research archive relating to the latest findings on Americans’ perception 

of leadership. The statistics and analysis in this archive come from national surveys conducted 

by Barna Research.” 

  

“Church Lay Leaders (2000)” 
    

 “96% of church lay leaders donated money to their church in the past year – twice the 

proportion among other adults (48%)”  

 

 “The mean amount of money donated to churches by leaders was almost four times greater 

than the amount given by non-leaders who donated funds to a church ($2375 versus $604)”  

 

 “One-quarter of Protestant church leaders are not born again Christians, but overall, 75% of 

church leaders are born again compared to 37% of non-leaders”  

 “Church leaders were statistically different from other adults in response to 16 of the 17 

religious belief statements. Compared to other adults, lay leaders are less likely to believe in 

salvation by works; that Jesus committed sins while He was on earth; that all faiths teach the 

same lessons; and that all people will experience the same outcome after death, regardless of 

their beliefs”  

 

 “Compared to others, lay leaders were almost twice as likely to strongly affirm that the Bible 

is totally accurate in all that it teaches, and to accept a personal responsibility to share their 

beliefs about Jesus Christ and salvation with other people”  

 

 “A majority of lay leaders (58%) believes the Bible teaches, ‘God helps those who help 

themselves’”  

Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, Inc. 1,500,000 

Churches of Christ 1,500,000 

American Baptist Churches in the U.S.A. 1,436,909 

United Church of Christ 1,377,320 

African Methodist Episcopal  Zion Church 1,296,662 

Baptist Bible Fellowship International 1,200,000 

Christian Churches and Churches of Christ 1,071,616 

The Orthodox Church in America 1,000,000 

Jehovah’s Witnesses 998,166 

Church of God (Cleveland, Tenn.) 895,536 

http://print.infoplease.com/ipa/A0001481.html
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 “Only half of all church leaders (53%) believe that there are moral truths that are absolute”  

 

 “Lay leaders were more likely to describe themselves as ‘deeply spiritual’ (94% vs. 55%) 

and ‘evangelical Christian’(67% vs. 35%) than were other churched adults”  

 

“Perceptions of Leadership” 

    

 “63% of Americans feel they are seen as a leader by other people. This number changes 

significantly based upon income. Only 51% of people with a total annual household income 

under $25K feel they are seen as a leader by others versus 74% of people with a total annual 

household income over $50K. (1998)”  

 

 “People who describe themselves as political liberals (73%) are more likely to believe they 

are seen as a leader by other than people who describe themselves as conservative (62%). 

(1998)”  

 

 “Evangelical Christians (75%) and born again Christians (69%) are more likely than adults 

nationwide to believe they are seen as a leader. (1998)”  

 

 “Nearly 1 out of 4 Americans (23%) are interested in being trained to become a more 

effective leader. (1998)”  

 

 “60% of Americans who attend a Christian church see their pastor as an effective leader. 

(1998)” 

 

“What People Want (1997)” 

    

“At least 3 out of 4 people want leaders who…”  

 

 “Motivate people to get involved (87%)”  

 “Negotiate a compromise when there is conflict (78%)”  

 

 “Identify the course of action to take (77%)”  

 

 “Make decisions which are in the best interests of the people, even if those decisions might 

not be popular (76%)”  

 

 “Train and develop other leaders to help (75%)” 

 

“Over half of people want leaders who…”  

 

 “Describe a vision for the future (63%)”  

 

 “Create the plans necessary to implement the vision (61%)” 
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 “Supervise the work of staff people (61%)”  

 

 “Manage the day-to-day details and operations of the group they lead (56%)”  

 

“A little over 1 out of 4 people want leaders who…” 

 

 “Give up his/her personal convictions to satisfy the desires of the majority (29%)”  

 

 “Fight for things to stay the way they are (26%)”  

 

(“Leadership, The Barna Group, 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=Topic&TopicID=250 

______________________ 

 

“LIFESTYLE ACTIVITIES” 

 

“You have opened the research archive about lifestyle activities. The statistics and analysis in 

this archive come from national surveys conducted by Barna Research.” 

  

“Alcohol”    

 

 “32% of Christians and 64% of non-Christians say they drank an alcoholic beverage within 

the last month. (1997)” 

 

“Athletics” 

 

 “61% of Americans exercise in a given week. (1997)”  

 

 “Busters are more likely than any other age group to exercise. 69% of Busters exercise 

weekly, compared to 62% of Boomers, 69% of Builders, and 42% of Seniors. (1997)” 

 

“General”  

   

 “One out of four Americans (25%) purchase a lottery ticket each week. (1997)”  

 

 “Born again Christians are just as likely as non-Christians to purchase a lottery ticket (23% to 

27%, respectively). (1997)”  

 

 “Evangelicals are less likely than average to purchase a lottery ticket (11%). (1997)” 

 

 “In a typical month, one out of three adults (36%) read their horoscope.” 

 

“Volunteering” 

  

 “one-fifth of Americans (20%) have volunteered their time in the past week to help out a 

church. (2001)”  



Research - 2005 and prior 72 
 

 

 “Evangelicals (43%) and born again Christians (33%) are two of the groups most likely to 

volunteer their time to help out a church. (2001)”  

 

 “one-quarter of Americans (25%) volunteer their time to a non-profit organization in a given 

week. (2001)”  

 

 “Groups more likely than average to volunteer their time to non-profit organizations are 

college graduates (39%); church-goers (33%); Bible readers (32%); Builders (31%); 

registered voters (28%); and singles (28%). (2001)”  

 

(“Lifestyle Activities,” The Barna Group, 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=Topic&TopicID=26) 

______________________ 

 

“MAPPING AMERICAN ADOLESCENT SUBJECTIVE RELIGIOSITY AND 

ATTITUDES OF ALIENATION TOWARD RELIGION: A RESEARCH REPORT” 

 

“Sociologists know surprisingly little about the religious attitudes and practices of adolescents in 

the United States.” 

 

“We know relatively little about the religious lives of American adolescents.” 

 

“And few scholars of American adolescents in other fields pay close attention to youth’s 

religious lives.  As a result, our social scientific knowledge of the religious affiliations, practices, 

beliefs, experiences, and attitudes of American youth is lacking.” 

 

“much of this literature is riddled with serious problems.  First, much of the existing literature on 

American youth and religion is not systematically empirical” 

 

“Second, most existing empirical research on youth is out of date.” 

 

“We cannot claim to understand youth today by referencing existing research conducted on 

GenX teens” 

 

“Third, many works in the literature involve analyses that do contain a religion variable, but do 

not make religion a focus of analysis or explanation.” 

 

“While some studies are based on strong research designs, many rely on samples that are quite 

small, that are not randomly selected, and/or that represent a very narrow segment of a 

population.” 

 

“participants in a Protestant youth conference; 300 Iowa children; 3 Muslim teenagers; 1,500 

teenagers from Seventh-Day Adventist churches; 86 juniors; 125 eleventh graders from West 

Virginia; 77 college students; 273 Jewish teenagers from the Philadelphia area; an unspecified 

number of participates in Buddhist and Catholic retreats; and 2,358 black youth from poverty 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=Topic&TopicID=26


Research - 2005 and prior 73 
 

areas of three cities; only two other of the studies during these years were based on large, 

nationally representative samples of youth.” 

 

“American adolescents between the ages of 10-19 represent about 14 percent of all Americans 

(adolescents ages 10-24 represent 21 percent)” 

 

“Adolescence and young adulthood is also the life stage when religious conversion is most likely 

to take place.” 

 

“Gaining a solid understanding of the religion of American adolescents can also enable 

sociologists of religion to make useful contributions to a variety of non-academic audiences for 

whom our findings might have relevance.” 

 

“The problem is, to some degree, a simple lack of interest and attention among sociologists.” 

 

“Of 18 of the best national surveys of youth that we investigated in our research, for example, 

fully 12 contain a mere three religions question or less; only three high-quality, nationally 

representative surveys of adolescents include 6 or more questions about religions 

(www.youthhandreligion.org/resources/surveys.html)” 

 

“Sociologists of religion who get involved in this research need to advise other scholars in family 

and adolescence on the importance of measuring religion well.” 

 

“1. Monitoring the Future, 1996.” 

 

“2. Survey of Adolescent Health, 1995.” 

 

“31 percent of 8
th

, 10
th

, and 12
th

 grade (combined) adolescents say their faith is ‘very important,’ 

30 percent say ‘pretty important,’ and 39 percent say faith is just ‘a little’ or ‘not important.’ 

Thus, the majority of teenagers report having faith that plays an important role in their lives, 

although for only a substantial minority (31 percent)” 

 

“Barna Research Group poll of 614 teenagers” 

 

“Monitoring the Future has asked American 12
th

 graders the importance-of-faith question over a 

twenty year time frame, from 1976 to 1996, enabling us to track possible trends over two 

decades. Figure 1 projects these results, showing that the relative distributions of the importance 

of faith amongst 12
th

 graders has changed very little, if any, over time, The only possible trend 

over these 20 years is perhaps a slight polarization of importance, with ‘a little’ and ‘pretty’ each 

losing 3 percent to ‘not important’ and ‘very important.’” 

 

“According to Add Health data, just over one-quarter of American Protestant adolescents (26 

percent) say that they have been ‘born again’ (again, unfortunately, the born again question was 

not asked in this survey of Catholics).” 

 

http://www.youthhandreligion.org/resources/surveys.html
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“Perhaps about one-quarter of American Protestant adolescents (which is about 15 consider 

themselves to be born again.  We cannot estimate here the percent of born again Catholic youth.” 

 

“One of the most widespread and persistent conventional beliefs about American teenagers is 

that they are very alienated from ‘established’ or ‘organized’ religion, and are becoming 

increasingly so.” 

 

“Even a number of more scholarly books appear to be influenced by this interpretive from (e.g., 

Davis 2001; Hersch 1998).” 

 

“The problem, however, is that many of these works are journalistic, impressionistic, or semi-

autobiographical” 

 

“Yet these books are being consumed by tens if not hundreds of thousands of parents, youth 

ministers, church pastors, denominational leaders, journalists, teachers, and others in the reading 

public.  This, in turn, is helping to form a socially constructed reality that my or may not actually 

comport with what we might know to be closer to the actual empirical truth.  And this may have 

consequences in forming (and perhaps reproducing through self-fulfilling prophesy) parental 

expectations, youth self-images, and the resource allocations of religious organizations.” 

 

“(1) ‘How closely do your ideas agree with your parents about religion?’ (2) ‘How good or bad a 

job is being done for the country as a whole by churches and religious organizations?’ (3) ‘Some 

people think that there ought to be changes in the amount of influence and power that certain 

organizations have in our society. Do you think the following organizations would have more 

influence, less influence, or about the same amount of influence as they have now?” 

 

“(4) ‘If you have at least an average income in the future, how likely is it that you will contribute 

money to the following organizations (if you have already contributed, mark the last circle 

only).” 

 

“While none of these questions directly asks about alienation from religion, each of them taps a 

distinct dimension of relating to religion very likely to indicate alienation” 

 

“Frequency distributions alert us immediately that the proportion of American 12
th

 graders who 

express alienation from or hostility to religion are small.” 

 

“The vast majority of our 12
th

 graders thus express little evidence of rejecting or distancing 

themselves from the religious faith of their parents.” 

 

“About one-half (49.3 percent) report that religion is doing a ‘good’ or ‘very good’ job for the 

country; 17.3 percent” 

 

“Interestingly, more than one-quarter of our sampled 12
th

 graders (27.1 percent) report that they 

actually already have given money to church.” 
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“Evidence from 20 years of MTF surveys shows no such growth trend, in fact relatively little 

change at all.” 

 

“Over twenty years, approximately 2 percent fewer 12
th

 graders say they expect to give money to 

churches.  On the other hand, differences in youth and parental beliefs about religion appear to 

have actually reduced in these twenty years.  We therefore find no notable, consistent trend in 

these data reviewing the last quarter of the 20
th

 Century of any increase in alienation or 

antagonism toward organized religion among American youth.” 

 

“What, in review, have we found about American adolescent religiosity?  We believe the 

following eight summary observations are most important to note:” 

 

“1. Religious faith is important for the majority of American youth. Nearly one-third of youth 

each say that their faith is ‘very important’ and ‘pretty important.’ Available data also suggest 

that the importance of religious faith to American adolescents has not declined (or increased) 

during the two decades from 1976 to 1996.  While youth for whom faith is very important are 

spread across all religious traditions and denominations, they tend to cluster in more among 

theologically conservative, Pentecostal, and sectarian traditions” 

 

“2. On the other hand, religious faith is not really important for a large minority of American 

youth.  Four out of ten American youth do not find their religious faith to be even somewhat 

important in their lives.  Historical trend data, however, do not show this group of American 

youth to be growing remarkable over time (at least since the mid-1970s). The highest proportion 

of these youth for whom their religion is less important appear to be from Jewish, mainline 

Protestant, and Catholic backgrounds.” 

 

“3. The vast majority of American youth pray regularly.  Nearly two-thirds of American youth 

pray daily or weekly.  These youth also tend to be the same for whom religious faith is 

important, meaning that thoe youth who have high religiously tend to express this through 

multiple forms of subjective religiosity.” 

 

“4. Only a minority of American adolescents think of themselves as being ‘born again.’ Our 

finding suggest that about one-quarter of Protestant youth report that they are born again; we 

unfortunately do not have data on born again Catholic youth, or youth from other non-Protestant 

religious traditions.  Even the highest estimates by other surveys suggest that no more than one-

third of all American teenagers say they are born again.” 

 

“5. Adolescent girls exhibit somewhat higher levels of subjective religiosity than boys.  Girls are 

more likely than boys to report that their faith is important to them, to pray more frequently, and 

(among Protestants) to be born again.” 

 

“6. The subjective religiosity of American adolescents does not appear to decline much with age.  

Older teens do not appear to have declined in subjective religiosity as measure here, compared 

younger teens.  Frequency of prayer may be one minor exception.  Elsewhere (Smith et al. 2002), 

we have found that organized religious activities.  But decline in participation do not appear to 
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affect adolescent subjective religiosity.  This may reflect the apparently growing emphasis on 

subjective religiousness reported among youth (Rabey 2001; Beaudoin 2000).” 

 

“7. The subjective religiosity of American adolescents is somewhat differentiated by race.  Black 

youth exhibit the highest levels of importance of faith, pray the most, and (among Protestants) 

are most likely to be born again.  On these three measures, American white, Hispanic, and Asian 

youth appear rather similar, with slight variations on importance of faith, born again status, and 

prayer.” 

 

“8. The subjective religiosity of American adolescents varies somewhat by region of residence. 

Southern youth have the highest levels of subjective religiosity as measured by importance of 

faith, frequency of prayer, and born again status.  That Southern culture is generally more 

friendly to religion than non-Southern cultures in the United States shows in teenage religiosity.  

Youth from the North Central and Western states exhibit lower levels of subjective religiosity, 

followed by the lowest levels in Northeastern teenagers.  Northeast culture trends to be relatively 

more secular than many other regions of the country, and its dominant religion is Catholicism, 

which is associated among youth with lower levels of importance of faith and frequency of 

prayer.” 

 

“9. The vast majority of older adolescents in America – about two thirds – are not alienated from 

or hostile toward organized religion in America.  Two-thirds of them closely agree with the 

religious ideas of their parents. One-half believe churches and religious organizations are doing a 

good job for the country, and another one-quarter believe they are doing a fair job.  Seven in ten 

12
th

 graders would like to see religion exert the same, more, or much more influence in society.  

And two-thirds say that they either already contribute money to churches or religious 

organizations or that they plan to in the future.  In sum, the vast majority of older American 

adolescents display positive regard, not negative hostility toward or disaffection from organized 

religion.” 

 

“10. Yet a significant minority of older American adolescents – about fifteen percent – does 

appear to be alienated from organized religion. Ten percent each have religious ideas that are 

very different from those of their parents, and believe churches and religious organization are 

doing a poor job for the country.  Nineteen percent would like to see churches and religious 

organizations exert less influence in society.  And 19 percent do not now nor plan in the future to 

contribute money to church or religious organizations.  It appears that it is mostly the same 

respondent who are giving the more alienated answers to all four of our questions, that alienation 

tends to cluster among the same respondents.” 

 

“11. Another significant minority of older adolescents in American – about fifteen percent – 

appear to be simply disengaged in attitudes toward religion, being neither warm nor cold toward 

organized region. Between 12 and 17 percent do not know how their religious ideas compare to 

their parents’; have no opinion about whether churches are doing a good or bad job for the 

country; have no opinion about whether the social influence of churches and religious 

organizations should increase or decrease; and do not know whether or not they expect to 

contribute money to churches or religious organizations.  It appears that it is mostly the same 
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respondents who are giving the ‘Don’t Know’ answers to our four questions, that is, indifference 

to or disengagement from religion tends to cluster among the same respondents.” 

 

“12. The minority of older adolescents in America who do appear to be hostile to or estranged 

from organized religion has not grown (or declined) in recent decades.  The percentage of 

American 12
th

 graders who disagree with their parents about religion, who think churches are 

doing a bad job for society, who would like to see organized religion’s influence reduced, and 

who do not plan to give to organized religion in the future did not 9increase in any major way 

between 1976 and 1996.  Youth evaluative attitudes about organized religion appear to have 

been stable over time.” 

 

“Future multivariate analyses beyond the scope of this article will help to sort out the relative 

importance of alternative factors in predicting variance in subjective religiously and alienation 

from religion among American youth.” 

 

“Current social scientific knowledge about the religious lives of American adolescents is 

inadequate.” 

 

(Christian Smith, Robert Faris, Melinda Lundquist Denton, “Mapping American Adolescent 

Subjective Religiosity and Attitudes of Alienation Toward Religion: A Research Report,” 

Sociology of Religion, 2003) 

______________________ 

 

“MAJORITY THINK OF GOD AS A SPIRIT OR POWER” 

 

“How people think of God:” 

 

 “How people think of God:” 

 
(USA Today, October 24, 2003, pg. A1) 

______________________ 

 

48%

A spirit or 

power that 

can take on 

human form

27% A spirit 

or power 

that doesn't 

take on 

human form

10% 

Don't 

believe in 

God

9% A 

human being 

with 

a body 5%

Others
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“MANY SAY RELIGION INCREASING INFLUENCE,  

BUT CHURCHGOING FLAT” 

 

 “At the present time, do you think religion as a whole is increasing its influence on American 

life or losing its influence?” 

 

 Increasing 
Losing 

Same (vol.) No opinion 

Dec. 14-15, 2001 71% 24% 2% 3% 

Feb. 19-21, 2002? 39 55 3 3 

 

 “How important would you say religion is in your own life – very important, fairly 

important, or not very important?” 

 

 
Very 

Dec. 14-16 60% 

Sept.21-22 64% 

May 10-14 57% 

Feb. 19-21 55% 

 

 “Did you, yourself, happen to attend church or synagogue in the last seven days, or not?” 

 

 
Yes 

No 

Sept. 21-22 47 53 

  

 

 “We don’t find any indication in our regular Gallup poll measures of a significant change in 

religious behavior since Sept. 11”  (Frank Newport) 

 

 

(“Many Say Religion Increasing Influence, But Church-Going Flat,”  Emerging  Trends, Vol. 24 

No. 1  ISSN 3567890-1, January 2002) 

______________________ 

 

“MERRY ‘WINTER FESTIVAL?’ THE EXCLUSIVE CALIMS OF CHRIST MAKE 

EVEN THE NAME OF A POPULAR HOLIDAY OFFENSIVE TO MANY” 

 

“Today’s squeamishness about the name of Jesus Christ, however proves something important. 

In the emerging polytheism of today’s new civil religion, Jesus refuses to join the pantheon.” 

 

“There is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 

4:12). 

 

“No one comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6). 
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“Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him” (John 5:23). 

 

“The stone that the builders rejected remains a stumbling block (1 Peter 2:6-8). 

 

“A rock of offense” (1 Peter 2:8). 

 

“Blessed is the one who is not offended by Me” (Matthew 11:6). 

 

(Gene Edward Veith, “Merry ‘Winter Festival’?,” World Magazine (December 20, 2003): 31). 

______________________ 

 

“MICHAEL MEDVED: WORK WHEN THE BOSS IS WATCHING” 

 

“An astounding new study by two Harvard scholars shows that the biggest factor in determining 

wealth or poverty for any society isn’t wage scales or savings rates, but rather religious faith—

and particularly a belief in hell.” 

 

“Professors Robert Barro and Rachel McCleary analyzed data from 59 countries covering 18 

years and concluded that ‘religion affects economic outcomes mainly by fostering religious 

beliefs that influence individual traits such as honesty, work ethic, thrift…. Beliefs in heaven and 

hell might affect those traits by creating perceived rewards and punishments that relate to ‘good’ 

and ‘bad’ lifetime behavior.’” 

 

“Though the ACLU may despise this conclusion, the Harvard study suggests any sane society 

will encourage, rather than attack, traditional Judeo-Christian belief.” 

 

“Everyone knows that workers perform better if they think the boss is watching. But now we see 

that citizens work more effectively if they know that the Boss—with a capital B—is also 

watching, and will ultimately judge their performance.” 

 

“I’m Michael Medved.” 

 

(“Michael Medved: Work When the Boss is Watching,” Salem Radio Commentary, 

www.crosswalk.com/news/1247790.html)  

______________________ 

 

“MISFIRES IN THE TOLERANCE WARS” 

 

“Such ‘conspicuous signs’ of religion challenge France’s ‘natural cohesion,’ President Jacques 

Chirac told his country. Unity, he said, depends upon ‘the principle of secularism…It expresses 

our wish to live together in respect, dialogue, and tolerance. Secularism guarantees freedom of 

conscience. It protects the freedom to believe or not to believe.’” 

 

(Ted Olsen, “Misfires in the Tolerance Wars,” Christianity Today, March, 2004, pg. 70) 

______________________ 

 

http://www.crosswalk.com/news/1247790.html
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“MORALISTIC THERAPEUTIC DEISM--THE NEW AMERICAN RELIGION” 

 

 “As described by Smith and his team, Moralistic Therapeutic Deism consists of beliefs like 

these:”  

 

1. “‘A god exists who created and ordered the world and watches over human life on earth.’” 

2. “‘God wants people to be good, nice, and fair to each other, as taught in the Bible and by 

most world religions.’”  

3. “‘The central goal of life is to be happy and to feel good about oneself.’” 

4. “‘God does not need to be particularly involved in one's life except when God is needed to 

resolve a problem.’”  

5. “‘Good people go to heaven when they die.’” 

 

“American teenagers are incredibly inarticulate about their religious beliefs, and most are 

virtually unable to offer any serious theological understanding.” 

 

“As the researchers explained, ‘For most teens, nobody has to do anything in life, including 

anything to do with religion. 'Whatever' is just fine, if that's what a person wants.’” 

 

“The casual ‘whatever’ that marks so much of the American moral and theological landscapes--

adolescent and otherwise--is a substitute for serious and responsible thinking. More importantly, 

it is a verbal cover for an embrace of relativism. Accordingly, ‘most religious teenager's opinions 

and views--one can hardly call them worldviews--are vague, limited, and often quite at variance 

with the actual teachings of their own religion.’” 

 

“This is an important missiological observation--a point of analysis that goes far beyond 

sociology. As Christian Smith and Melinda Lundquist Denton explained, Moralistic Therapeutic 

Deism ‘is about inculcating a moralistic approach to life. It teaches that central to living a good 

and happy life is being a good, moral person. That means being nice, kind, pleasant, respectful, 

responsible, at work on self-improvement, taking care of one's health, and doing one's best to be 

successful.’ In a very real sense, that appears to be true of the faith commitment, insofar as this 

can be described as a faith commitment, held by a large percentage of Americans. These 

individuals, whatever their age, believe that religion should be centered in being ‘nice’--a posture 

that many believe is directly violated by assertions of strong theological conviction.” 

 

“Moralistic Therapeutic Deism is also ‘about providing therapeutic benefits to its adherents.’ As 

the researchers explained, ‘This is not a religion of repentance from sin, of keeping the Sabbath, 

of living as a servant of sovereign divinity, of steadfastly saying one's prayers, of faithfully 

observing high holy days, of building character through suffering, of basking in God's love and 

grace, of spending oneself in gratitude and love for the cause of social justice, et cetera. Rather, 

what appears to be the actual dominant religion among U.S. teenagers is centrally about feeling 

good, happy, secure, at peace. It is about attaining subjective well-being, being able to resolve 

problems, and getting along amiably with other people.’” 

 

“As Christian Smith and his colleagues recognize that the deity behind Moralistic Therapeutic 

Deism is very much like the deistic God of the 18th-century philosophers. This is not the God 
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who thunders from the mountain, nor a God who will serve as judge. This undemanding deity is 

more interested in solving our problems and in making people happy. ‘In short, God is 

something like a combination Divine Butler and Cosmic Therapist: he is always on call, takes 

care of any problems that arise, professionally helps his people to feel better about themselves, 

and does not become too personally involved in the process.’” 

 

“This deity does not challenge the most basic self-centered assumptions of our postmodern age. 

Particularly when it comes to so-called ‘lifestyle’ issues, this God is exceedingly tolerant and this 

religion is radically undemanding.” 

 

“As sociologists, Smith and his team suggest that this Moralistic Therapeutic Deism may now 

constitute something like a dominant civil religion that constitutes the belief system for the 

culture at large. Thus, this basic conception may be analogous to what other researchers have 

identified as ‘lived religion’ as experienced by the mainstream culture.” 

 

“Consider this remarkable assessment: ‘Other more accomplished scholars in these areas will 

have to examine and evaluate these possibilities in greater depth. But we can say here that we 

have come with some confidence to believe that a significant part of Christianity in the United 

States is actually [only] tenuously Christian in any sense that is seriously connected to the actual 

historical Christian tradition, but is rather substantially morphed into Christianity's misbegotten 

step-cousin, Christian Moralistic Therapeutic Deism.’” 

 

“They argue that this distortion of Christianity has taken root not only in the minds of 

individuals, but also ‘within the structures of at least some Christian organizations and 

institutions.’ 

 

How can you tell? ‘The language, and therefore experience, of Trinity, holiness, sin, grace, 

justification, sanctification, church, . . . and heaven and hell appear, among most Christian 

teenagers in the United States at the very least, to be supplanted by the language of happiness, 

niceness, and an earned heavenly reward.’” 

 

“Does this mean that America is becoming more secularized? Not necessarily. These researchers 

assert that Christianity is either degenerating into a pathetic version of itself or, more 

significantly, Christianity is actively being colonized and displaced by a quite different religious 

faith.” 

 

“This radical transformation of Christian theology and Christian belief replaces the sovereignty 

of God with the sovereignty of the self. In this therapeutic age, human problems are reduced to 

pathologies in need of a treatment plan. Sin is simply excluded from the picture, and doctrines as 

central as the wrath and justice of God are discarded as out of step with the times and unhelpful 

to the project of self-actualization.” 

 

“All this means is that teenagers have been listening carefully. They have been observing their 

parents in the larger culture with diligence and insight. They understand just how little their 

parents really believe and just how much many of their churches and Christian institutions have 

accommodated themselves to the dominant culture. They sense the degree to which theological 
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conviction has been sacrificed on the altar of individualism and a relativistic understanding of 

truth. They have learned from their elders that self-improvement is the one great moral 

imperative to which all are accountable, and they have observed the fact that the highest 

aspiration of those who shape this culture is to find happiness, security, and meaning in life.” 

 

“This research project demands the attention of every thinking Christian. Those who are prone to 

dismiss sociological analysis as irrelevant will miss the point. We must now look at the United 

States of America as missiologists once viewed nations that had never heard the gospel. Indeed, 

our missiological challenge may be even greater than the confrontation with paganism, for we 

face a succession of generations who have transformed Christianity into something that bears no 

resemblance to the faith revealed in the Bible. The faith ‘once delivered to the saints’ is no 

longer even known, not only by American teenagers, but by most of their parents. Millions of 

Americans believe they are Christians, simply because they have some historic tie to a Christian 

denomination or identity.” 

 

“We now face the challenge of evangelizing a nation that largely considers itself Christian, 

overwhelmingly believes in some deity, considers itself fervently religious, but has virtually no 

connection to historic Christianity. Christian Smith and his colleagues have performed an 

enormous service for the church of the Lord Jesus Christ in identifying Moralistic Therapeutic 

Deism as the dominant religion of this American age. Our responsibility is to prepare the church 

to respond to this new religion, understanding that it represents the greatest competitor to biblical 

Christianity. More urgently, this study should warn us all that our failure to teach this generation 

of teenagers the realities and convictions of biblical Christianity will mean that their children will 

know even less and will be even more readily seduced by this new form of paganism. This study 

offers irrefutable evidence of the challenge we now face.  As the motto reminds us, ‘Knowledge 

is power.’” 

“R. Albert Mohler, Jr. is president of The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, 

Kentucky. For more articles and resources by Dr. Mohler, and for information on The Albert 

Mohler Program, a daily national radio program broadcast on the Salem Radio Network, go to 

www.albertmohler.com. For information on The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, go to 

www.sbts.edu. Send feedback to mail@albertmohler.com.” 

(Albert Mohler, ‘Moralistic Therapeutic Deism—the New American Religion,’ April 11, 2005, 

Crosswalk, http://www.crosswalk.com/news/weblogs/mohler/?adate=4/11/2005) 

______________________ 

 

“MORE AMERICANS ARE SEEKING NET-BASED FAITH EXPERIENCES” 

 

“Presently, 8% of adults and 12% of teenagers use the Internet for religion or spiritual 

experiences.  This application rated eighth among the eight possibilities explored.  Less than 1% 

of all adults and just 2% of teens currently use the Internet as a substitute for physical church.  

Most people indicated that they do not expect to replace their involvement in a bricks-and-mortar 

faith experiences with a Net-based faith experience.” 

 

http://www.albertmohler.com/
http://www.sbts.edu/
mailto:mail@albertmohler.com
http://www.crosswalk.com/news/weblogs/mohler/?adate=4/11/2005
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(“More Americans Are Seeking Net-Based Faith Experiences.” News Release, Barna Research 

Group, Ltd.) 

______________________ 

 

“MORE THAN THIRD OF U.S. MUSLIM SEE WAR OR ISLAM” 

 

“More than one-third of American Muslims believe that the U.S. war on terrorism is really a war 

on Islam, according to survey information released yesterday by researchers at Georgetown 

University.”  

 

“Thirty-eight percent of American Muslims polled said they believe the U.S.-led invasions of 

Afghanistan and Iraq, and the tensions with Iran and Syria, reflect a foreign policy that is 

targeting Islamic countries and Muslims themselves.” 

”An additional 33 percent of Muslims interviewed said they believe the United States is fighting 

a war on terrorism, and 29 percent said they were not sure.”  

 

”The telephone survey of 1,846 randomly chosen Muslims was conducted in August and 

September by Zogby International for the Project on Muslims in the American Public Square, a 

project run out of Georgetown's Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding.” 

“The poll follows up a study conducted two months after the September 11 attacks, which found 

that 67 percent of American Muslims believed that the United States was fighting a war on 

terror. An additional 18 percent of Muslims said the U.S. war was against Islam, and 16 percent 

said they were not sure.” 

 

(Jon Ward, “More that Third of U.S. Muslims See War on Islam” October 20, 2004, 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/national/20041019-115241-3792r.htm) 

______________________ 

 

“MOST FRESHMEN BELIEVE IN GOD BUT FAITH IS FRAGILE” 

 

“Higher Education Research Institute (HERI) of the University of California at Los Angeles, 

released its study of 112,232 college freshmen.” 

 

“By Reboot, a Jewish youth network, and Greenberg Quinlan Rosner” 

 

“The Reboot study of about 1,400 youths ages 18 to 25 found that 46 percent of youths were 

‘undecided’ about organized religion, and 27 percent were so disenchanted with religion that 

they were dubbed ‘god-less’ by the researchers.” 

“The HERI study also found a substantial number of freshmen who were insecure in their faith -- 

48 percent said they were either ‘doubting,’ ‘seeking’ or ‘conflicted’ about religious matters.”  

 

“But the HERI study, which was crafted to examine both spirituality and religiosity, found that 

42 percent of freshmen were ‘secure’ in their faith, and vast majorities said they believed in God 

and the ‘sacredness of life.’ Forty percent said they follow religious teachings in everyday life.”  

  

“Only 15 percent of freshmen said they were ‘not interested’ in spiritual or religious matters.”  

http://www.washingtontimes.com/national/20041019-115241-3792r.htm
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”Both the HERI and Reboot studies revealed that most of today's youths are tolerant of other 

religions and think that nonreligious people can also be ‘moral.’”  

 

“The HERI survey involved students from 236 colleges and universities. A follow-up study is 

planned for 2007 to see how the students' views change, said study co-author Alexander Astin.” 

 

(Cheryl Wetzstein, “Most Freshmen Believe In God But Faith Is Fragile,” The Washington 

Times, April 24, 2005, http://washingtontimes.com/national/20050414-124752-6368r.htm)  

______________________ 

 

 

“MAPPING AMERICAN ADOLESCENT SUBJECTIVE RELIGIOSITY AND 

ATTITUDES OF ALIENATION TOWARD RELIGION: A RESEARCH REPORT” 

 

“Sociologists know surprisingly little about the religious attitudes and practices of adolescents in 

the United States.” 

 

“We know relatively little about the religious lives of American adolescents.” 

 

“And few scholars of American adolescents in other fields pay close attention to youth’s 

religious lives.  As a result, our social scientific knowledge of the religious affiliations, practices, 

beliefs, experiences, and attitudes of American youth is lacking.” 

 

“much of this literature is riddled with serious problems.  First, much of the existing literature on 

American youth and religion is not systematically empirical” 

 

“Second, most existing empirical research on youth is out of date.” 

 

“We cannot claim to understand youth today by referencing existing research conducted on 

GenX teens” 

 

“Third, many works in the literature involve analyses that do contain a religion variable, but do 

not make religion a focus of analysis or explanation.” 

 

“While some studies are based on strong research designs, many rely on samples that are quite 

small, that are not randomly selected, and/or that represent a very narrow segment of a 

population.” 

 

“participants in a Protestant youth conference; 300 Iowa children; 3 Muslim teenagers; 1,500 

teenagers from Seventh-Day Adventist churches; 86 juniors; 125 eleventh graders from West 

Virginia; 77 college students; 273 Jewish teenagers from the Philadelphia area; an unspecified 

number of participates in Buddhist and Catholic retreats; and 2,358 black youth from poverty 

areas of three cities; only tow other of the studies during these years were based on lard, 

nationally representative samples of youth.” 
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“American adolescents between the ages of 10-19 represent about 14 percent of all Americans 

(adolescents ages 10-24 represent 21 percent)” 

 

“Adolescence and young adulthood is also the life stage when religious conversion is most likely 

to take place.” 

 

“Gaining a solid understanding of the religion of American adolescents can also enable 

sociologists of religion to make useful contributions to a variety of non-academic audiences for 

whom our findings might have relevance.” 

 

“The problem is, to some degree, a simple lack of interest and attention among sociologists.” 

 

“Of 18 of the best national surveys of youth that we investigated in our research, for example, 

fully 12 contain a mere three religions question or less; only three high-quality, nationally 

representative surveys of adolescents include 6 or more questions about religions 

(www.youthhandreligion.org/resources/surveys.html)” 

 

“Sociologists of religion who get involved in this research need to advise other scholars in family 

and adolescence on the importance of measuring religion well.” 

 

“1. Monitoring the Future, 1996.” 

 

“2. Survey of Adolescent Health, 1995.” 

 

“31 percent of 8
th

, 10
th

, and 12
th

 grade (combined) adolescents say their faith is ‘very important,’ 

30 percent say ‘pretty important,’ and 39 percent say faith is just ‘a little’ or ‘not important.’ 

Thus, the majority of teenagers report having faith that plays an important role in their lives, 

although for only a substantial minority (31 percent)” 

 

“Barna Research Group poll of 614 teenagers” 

 

“Monitoring the Future has asked American 12
th

 graders the importance-of-faith question over a 

twenty year time frame, from 1976 to 1996, enabling us to track possible trends over two 

decades. Figure 1 projects these results, showing that the relative distributions of the importance 

of faith amongst 12
th

 graders has changed very little, if any, over time, The only possible trend 

over these 20 years is perhaps a slight polarization of importance, with ‘a little’ and ‘pretty’ each 

losing 3 percent to ‘not important’ and ‘very important.’” 

 

“According to Add Health data, just over one-quarter of American Protestant adolescents (26 

percent) say that they have been ‘born again’ (again, unfortunately, the born again question was 

not asked in this survey of Catholics).” 

 

“perhaps about one-quarter of American Protestant adolescents (which is about 15 consider 

themselves to be born again.  We cannot estimate here the percent of born again Catholic youth.” 

 

http://www.youthhandreligion.org/resources/surveys.html
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“One of the most widespread and persistent conventional beliefs about American teenagers is 

that they are very alienated from ‘established’ or ‘organized’ religion, and are becoming 

increasingly so.” 

 

“Even a number of more scholarly books appear to be influenced by this interpretive from (e.g., 

Davis 2001; Hersch 1998).” 

 

“The problem, however, is that many of these works are journalistic, impressionistic, or semi-

autobiographical” 

 

“Yet these books are being consumed by tens if not hundreds of thousands of parents, youth 

ministers, church pastors, denominational leaders, journalists, teachers, and others in the reading 

public.  This, in turn, is helping to form a socially constructed reality that my or may not actually 

comport with what we might know to be closer to the actual empirical truth.  And this may have 

consequences in forming (and perhaps reproducing through self-fulfilling prophesy) parental 

expectations, youth self-images, and the resource allocations of religious organizations.” 

 

“(1) ‘How closely do your ideas agree with your parents about religion?’ (2) ‘How good or bad a 

job is being done for the country as a whole by churches and religious organizations?’ (3) ‘Some 

people think that there ought to be changes in the amount of influence and power that certain 

organizations have in our society. Do you think the following organizations would have more 

influence, less influence, or about the same amount of influence as they have now?” 

 

“(4) ‘If you have at least an average income in the future, how likely is it that you will contribute 

money to the following organizations (if you have already contributed, mark the last circle 

only).” 

 

“While non of these questions directly asks about alienation from religion, each of them taps a 

distinct dimension of relating to religion very likely to indicate alienation” 

 

“Frequency distributions alert us immediately that the proportion of American 12
th

 graders who 

express alienation from or hostility to religion are small.” 

 

“The vast majority of our 12
th

 graders thus express little evidence of rejecting or distancing 

themselves from the religious faith of their parents.” 

 

“About one-half (49.3 percent) report that religion is doing a ‘good’ or ‘very good’ job for the 

country; 17.3 percent” 

 

“Interestingly, more than one-quarter of our sampled 12
th

 graders (27.1 percent) report that they 

actually already have given money to church.” 

 

“Evidence from 20 years of MTF surveys shows no such growth trend, in fact relatively little 

change at all.” 
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“Over twenty years, approximately 2 percent fewer 12
th

 graders say they expect to give money to 

churches.  On the other hand, differences in youth and parental beliefs about religion appear to 

have actually reduced in these twenty years.  We therefore find no notable, consistent trend in 

these data reviewing the last quarter of the 20
th

 Century of any increase in alienation or 

antagonism toward organized religion among American youth.” 

 

“What, in review, have we found about American adolescent religiosity?  We believe the 

following eight summary observations are most important to note:” 

 

“ 1. Religious faith is important for the majority of American youth. Nearly one-third of youth 

each say that their faith is ‘very important’ and ‘pretty important.’ Available data also suggest 

that the importance of religious faith to American adolescents has not declined (or increased) 

during the two decades from 1976 to 1996.  While youth for whom faith is very important are 

spread across all religious traditions and denominations, they tend to cluster in more among 

theologically conservative, Pentecostal, and sectarian traditions” 

 

“2. On the other hand, religious faith is not really important for a large minority of American 

youth.  Four out of ten American youth do not find their religious faith to be even somewhat 

important in their lives.  Historical trend data, however, do not show this group of American 

youth to be growing remarkable over time (at least since the mid-1970s). The highest proportion 

of these youth for whom their religion is less important appear to be from Jewish, mainline 

Protestant, and Catholic backgrounds.” 

 

“3. The vast majority of American youth pray regularly.  Nearly two-thirds of American youth 

pray daily or weekly.  These youth also tend to be the same for whom religious faith is 

important, meaning that thoe youth who have high religiously tend to express this through 

multiple forms of subjective religiosity.” 

 

“4. Only a minority of American adolescents think of themselves as being ‘born again.’ Our 

finding suggest that about one-quarter of Protestant youth report that they are born again; we 

unfortunately do not have data on born again Catholic youth, or youth from other non-Protestant 

religious traditions.  Even the highest estimates by other surveys suggest that no more than one-

third of all American teenagers say they are born again.” 

 

“5. Adolescent girls exhibit somewhat higher levels of subjective religiosity than boys.  Girls are 

more likely than boys to report that their faith is important to them, to pray more frequently, and 

(among Protestants) to be born again.” 

 

“6. The subjective religiosity of American adolescents does not appear to decline much with age.  

Older teens do not appear to have declined in subjective religiosity as measure here, compared 

younger teens.  Frequency of prayer may be one minor exception.  Elsewhere (Smith et al. 2002), 

we have found that organized religious activities.  But decline in participation do not appear to 

affect adolescent subjective religiosity.  This may reflect the apparently growing emphasis on 

subjective religiousness reported among youth (Rabey 2001; Beaudoin 2000).” 
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“7. The subjective religiosity of American adolescents is somewhat differentiated by race.  Black 

youth exhibit the highest levels of importance of faith, pray the most, and (among Protestants) 

are most likely to be born again.  On these three measures, American white, Hispanic, and Asian 

youth appear rather similar, with slight variations on importance of faith, born again status, and 

prayer.” 

 

“8. The subjective religiosity of American adolescents varies somewhat by region of residence. 

Southern youth have the highest levels of subjective religiosity as measured by importance of 

faith, frequency of prayer, and born again status.  That Southern culture is generally more 

friendly to religion than non-Southern cultures in the United States shows in teenage religiosity.  

Youth from the North Central and Western states exhibit lower levels of subjective religiosity, 

followed by the lowest levels in Northeastern teenagers.  Northeast culture trends to be relatively 

more secular than many other regions of the country, and its dominant religion is Catholicism, 

which is associated among youth with lower levels of importance of faith and frequency of 

prayer.” 

 

“9. The vast majority of older adolescents in America – about two thirds – are not alienated from 

or hostile toward organized religion in America.  Two-thirds of them closely agree with the 

religious ideas of their parents. One-half believe churches and religious organizations are doing a 

good job for the country, and another one-quarter believe they are doing a fair job.  Seven in ten 

12
th

 graders would like to see religion exert the same, more, or much more influence in society.  

And two-thirds say that they either already contribute money to churches or religious 

organizations or that they plan to in the future.  In sum, the vast majority of older American 

adolescents display positive regard, not negative hostility toward or disaffection from organized 

religion.” 

 

“10. Yet a significant minority of older American adolescents – about fifteen percent – does 

appear to be alienated from organized religion. Ten percent each have religious ideas that are 

very different from those of their parents, and believe churches and religious organization are 

doing a poor job for the country.  Nineteen percent would like to see churches and religious 

organizations exert less influence in society.  And 19 percent do not now nor plan in the future to 

contribute money to church or religious organizations.  It appears that it is mostly the same 

respondent who are giving the more alienated answers to all four of our questions, that alienation 

tends to cluster among the same respondents.” 

 

“11. Another significant minority of older adolescents in American – about fifteen percent – 

appear to be simply disengaged in attitudes toward religion, being neither warm nor cold toward 

organized region. Between 12 and 17 percent do not know how their religious ideas compare to 

their parents’; have no opinion about whether churches are doing a good or bad job for the 

country; have no opinion about whether the social influence of churches and religious 

organizations should increase or decrease; and do not know whether or not they expect to 

contribute money to churches or religious organizations.  It appears that it is mostly the same 

respondents who are giving the ‘Don’t Know’ answers to our four questions, that is, indifference 

to or disengagement from religion tends to cluster among the same respondents.” 
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“12. The minority of older adolescents in America who do appear to be hostile to or estranged 

from organized religion has not grown (or declined) in recent decades.  The percentage of 

American 12
th

 graders who disagree with their parents about religion, who think churches are 

doing a bad job for society, who would like to see organized religion’s influence reduced, and 

who do not plan to give to organized religion in the future did not 9increase in any major way 

between 1976 and 1996.  Youth evaluative attitudes about organized religion appear to have 

been stable over time.” 

 

“Future multivariate analyses beyond the scope of this article will help to sort out the relative 

importance of alternative factors in predicting variance in subjective religiously and alienation 

from religion among American youth.” 

 

“Current social scientific knowledge about the religious lives of American adolescents is 

inadequate.” 

 

(Christian Smith, Robert Faris, Melinda Lundquist Denton, “Mapping American Adolescent 

Subjective Religiosity and Attitudes of Alienation Toward Religion: A Research Report,” 

Sociology of Religion, 2003) 

______________________ 

 

“MEDIA TECHNOLOGY” 

 

“You have opened the research archive about media and technology. The statistics and analysis 

in this archive come from national surveys conducted by Barna Research.”  

 

“Technology” 

    

 “93% of all adults own a VCR, including 94% of born again Christians (2000)”  

 

 “56% of all adults own a DVD player compared to only 18% in 2000. (2003)”  

 

 “Currently, one-quarter of Americans own a laptop or notebook computer (23%) (2003)”  

 “One in seven Americans have a palmtop, pocket computer, or PDA (14%). (2003)”  

 

 “Research shows that one-third (36%) of Americans now own a digital camera. (2003)”  

 

 “One out of 13 adults (8%) owns a Global Positioning Satellite service or GPS. (2003)”  

 

 “65% of adults-including 68% of born again adults-were using a cell phone in February 

2003. (58% and 59% respectively for 2000)”  

 “A majority of households own at least one PC. 55% own a desktop PC, 16% have a 

laptop/notebook, 8% own a palmtop PC. Penetration levels among Christians and non-

Christians are identical. (2000)” 

  

 “59% of households have Internet access at their home, compared with 50% in 2000; The 

percentage is the same among born again Christian households. (2003)” 
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 “One-third of all households claim to have a home theater system (32%). (2003)” 

 

“Radio”  

   

 “29% of all adults listen to Christian teaching or preaching programming in a typical week. 

(1998)”  

 

 “Almost half (48%) of born again Christians listen to Christian radio in a typical week. 

(1998)”  

 

 “Among people who are 53 or older, 43% typically tune in to Christian preaching or teaching 

on the radio. (1998)”  

 

 “African Americans (57%), residents of the South (39%), and women (34%) are among the 

most likely Christian talk radio listeners in a typical week. (1998)”  

 

 “Three out of every four listeners to Christian teaching and preaching on the radio are 

Protestant (75%), while 10% attend Catholic churches and the remaining 15% are atheists or 

are affiliated with non-Christian faiths. (1998)”  

 

 “Adults who describe themselves as politically conservative were nearly twice as likely as 

self-defined political liberals to listen to Christian radio (37% versus 20% respectively). 

(1998)” 

 

“Films” 

    

 “When it comes to viewing R-rated movies, Christians are only a little less likely than non-

Christian to report that they have viewed one in the past 7 days. Of born-again Christians, 

30% reported that they watched an R-rated movie in the past week, compared to 40% of non-

Christians. (1998)” 

 

“Television”    

 

 “28% of Americans (29% of born again Christians) get their programming via satellite dish. 

(2003)”  

 

 “73% of Americans subscribe to cable TV. Among born again Christians the penetration 

level is 71%, respectively. (2000)”  

 

 “In a given week, 52% of adults turn off a TV program because they don't like the values or 

viewpoint it presents. (1998)”  

 

 “Over 3 out of 5 born again Christians (63%) have turned off a TV program because they did 

not like the values or viewpoint it presented in the last seven days (compared to 44% of non-

Christians). (1998)”  
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 “The chance that someone would turn off a TV program because they did not like the values 

or viewpoint it presents rises significantly with age. 40% of busters have turned off a 

program in the last seven days compared to 54% of boomers, 55% of builders, and 68% of 

seniors. (1998)”  

 

(Media and Technology, The Barna Group, 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=Topic&TopicID=27) 
______________________ 

 

“NATION’S UNCHURCHED DOUBLED IN DECADE, POLL FINDS” 

 

“The portion of those saying they had no religious affiliation rose to 16%. But theologians say 

they have noticed an increase in spirituality.” 

 

“Only Catholics (24%) and Baptist (17%) outnumber the so-called ‘non-identifiers,’ or ‘nones,’ 

said the report -- ‘The Decline of Religious Identity in the United States’ – by the Institute for 

Jewish & Community Research in San Francisco.” 

 

“Based on telephone interview with more than 10,000 randomly selected people.” 

 

“The report echoed other, similar findings. A survey by the Pew Forum on Religion and Public 

Life, released earlier this year, showed the same 16% figure of no religious affiliation. And 

Barna Research Group, which examines trends related to beliefs, values and attitudes, found that 

atheists and agnostics total 11%.” 

 

(K. Connie Kan, “Nation’s Unchurched Double in Decade, Poll Finds,” Los Angeles Times, 

October 30, 2003) 

______________________ 

 

“NEARLY HALF OF AMERICANS UNCERTAIN GOD EXISTS: POLL” 

 

 “Nearly half of Americans are not sure God exists, according to a poll that also found divisions 

among the public on whether God is male or female or whether God has a human form and has 

control over events.” 

 

“The survey conducted by Harris Poll found that 42 percent of US adults are not ‘absolutely 

certain’ there is a God compared to 34 percent who felt that way when asked the same question 

three years ago.” 

“When questioned on whether God is male or female, 36 percent of respondents said they think 

God is male, 37 percent said neither male nor female and 10 percent said ‘both male and 

female.’” 

 

(“Nearly half of Americans uncertain God exists: poll,” AFP, 2005) 

______________________ 

 



Research - 2005 and prior 92 
 

“NEW AGES DANGER INFILTRATES THE CHURCH” 

 

"'What you find out is that theologically, they're Biblically illiterate,' says George Barna, of the 

Barna Research Group. ‘They possess a lot of viewpoints that are really inconsistent with 

scripture.'" 

 

"For example, Barna Research found that the most popular Bible verse among believers was 

‘God helps those who help themselves’ which is not a Bible verse at all and actually conflicts 

with the basic message of scripture." 

"Acceptance of new age ideas is also up among those who call themselves Christians. A Gallup 

survey found some 20% of Christians believe in reincarnation, 26% in astrology, and 16% have 

consulted fortunetellers—all anti-biblical ideas."  

"And even those churches that do preach the Bible don't always warn their members about such 

spiritual dangers. As a result, Christians may fall prey to spiritual traps." 

 

"Perhaps it is the lack of Biblical knowledge that makes Christians and non-Christians appear so 

similar. Although 40% of Americans claim to be born again, their beliefs, habits and lifestyles 

are nearly identical to non-believers. A Barna Research study found the divorce rate higher 

among born again Christians at 27% compared to only 25% for the rest of society." 

(Wendy Griffith, "New Age Danger Infiltrates the Church," Christianity.com April 30, 2001, 

http://www.christianity.com/CC/article/0,PTID1000|CHID74|CIID230287,00.html) 

______________________ 

 

“NEW DIRECTIONS” 

 

 “Churches do not act strategically because of a paucity of leadership…get good information into 

the hands of leaders so they would convert those insights into great strategic decisions…not 

having the leaders in place.” 

 

“…whose sole interest seemed to be searching for facts that confirmed what they had already 

chose to do…My passion was to work with ministries to facilitate genuine life transformation.” 

 

(George Barna, “New Directions,” The Barna Group, April 4, 2005, 

www.barna.org/FlexPages.aspx?Page=Perspective&PerspectiveID=2)  

______________________ 

 

“NEW INDEX TRACKS ‘SPIRITUAL STATE OF THE UNION” 

 

“Among the major findings of this study are the following:” 

 

“Key Findings” 

 

 “Most Americans yearn for spiritual growth.  A large majority (69%) of respondents said 

they completely or to a considerable extent feel the need to experience spiritual growth in 

their daily lives.  Closely paralleling this is the finding the 68% of respondents said they are 

‘spiritually committed’ (choosing one of the top 2 points on a 6-point scale).” 

http://www.christianity.com/CC/article/0,PTID1000|CHID74|CIID230287,00.html
http://www.barna.org/FlexPages.aspx?Page=Perspective&PerspectiveID=2
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 “Most Americans rely on their faith for a sense of meaning.  A full 85% said that because of 

their faith, they have meaning and purpose in their lives.” 

 

 “Most Americans believe in absolute good and evil.  Eighty percent of people surveyed said 

the following statement applies to them completely or to a considerable extent: ‘I believe 

there are clear guidelines about what is good or evil that apply to everyone regardless of his 

or her situation.’” 

 

 “Many Americans report having had profound religious experiences.  As reported in an 

earlier Tuesday Briefing article (see ‘Religious Awakenings Bolster Americans’ Faith’ in 

Related Items), 40% of respondents said that they have had a religious experience that 

changed the directions of their lives.  A similar percentage said they had experienced a 

profound healing—physical, emotional, or spiritual—in their lives.” 

 

(www.gallup.com/poll/tb/religvalue/20030128.asp?Version=p) 

______________________ 

 

“NEW STUDY ON CHURCH GROWTH” 

 

“Church Growth Today reports in Outreach magazine (May/June 2004) the results of a five year 

study showing that 835 U.S. megachurches have more than 2,000 people in attendance. Thirty 

megachurches report 10,000 or more people in attendance weekly.” 

 

“There were only 24 U.S. megachurches in 1984.” 

 

“George Barna and other church researchers continue to report that the average church in the 

United States has just under 100 in attendance.” 

 

“Over 100,000 U.S. churches number 50 or less in attendance.” 

 

“The Church Growth Today study also finds:” 

 

 “Lakewood Church in Houston, Texas, is the fastest-growing U.S. church, and reported 

25,060 people in attendance in March 2004.” 

 

 “Forty-two of the megachurches are predominately white.” 

 

 “Thirty of the megachurches are considered multiethnic” 

 

 “Twenty-eight of the 100 largest churches are African-American” 

 

 “Nineteen of the 100 largest churches are located in California; 15 are located in Texas.” 

 

 “Betty Peebles, Jericho City of Praise, Landover, Maryland, is the sole female senior pastor 

listed among the ‘megachurches.’” 
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(“New Study on Church Growth” Current Thoughts and Trends Online, May 2004) 

______________________ 

 

“NUMBER OF UNCHURCHED ADULTS HAS NEARLY DOUBLED SINCE 1991” 

 

“Since 1991, the adult population in the United States has grown by 15%. During that same 

period the number of adults who do not attend church has nearly doubled, rising from 39 million 

to 75 million – a 92% increase!” 

 

“The latest study shows that the percentage of adults that is unchurched – defined as not having 

attended a Christian church service, other than for a holiday service, such as Christmas or Easter, 

or for special events such as a wedding or funeral, at any time in the past six months – has risen 

21% in 1991 to 34% today.” 

 

(“Number of Unchurched Adults Has Nearly Doubled Since 1991,” The Barna Update, (May 4, 

2004)) 

______________________ 

 

“OMG! HOW GENERATION Y IS REDEFINING FAITH IN THE IPOD ERA” 

 

“Civic Participation: There is a strong and intimate relationship between religious faith and 

commitment and civic life. This study confirms that even among younger people, more religious 

youth are more likely to volunteer in both religious and non-religious venues than the less 

religious. As we see a decline in traditional denominational life, young people are finding other 

routes to participation in civic life as well. A near majority of the God-less, for example, 

participate in some form of civic activity, but only 5 percent do so through religious institutions.” 

 

“Particular points of note in the report:” 

 

“• Most diverse generation in history. Generation Y is the most diverse generation in the 

nation – only 61 percent call themselves white compared to 84 percent among Americans older 

than 65 years. Fueled by waves of new immigration and birthrates in immigrant communities, 

this generation is on 

the vanguard of transforming the nation, which will be majority non-white by mid-century.” 

 

• “Denominationalism on the decline and pluralism on the rise. The country remains majority 

Christian with a plurality belonging to Protestant denominations such as the Baptists or 

Methodists. There are important changes afoot, traditional denominationalism is on the decline 

and there is a concurrent rise in the number of people unwilling to align with a denomination. In 

fact, many young people cannot identify what faith tradition or denomination they belong to and 

fully 23 percent do not identify with any denomination at all.”  

 

• “Faith expressed in highly personal, informal ways. While many young people continue to 

attend worship services on a regular basis, just as many – if not more - practice their faith 

informally. Young people simply believe it is possible to be “religious” or “spiritual” without 
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belonging to a church, synagogue or mosque. On a monthly basis, 68 percent talk about religion 

informally with friends; 64 percent of pray before meals and 55 percent read religious books, 

newspapers or magazines.”  

 

• “Social circles diverse. Regardless of religious tradition or intensity of religious commitment, 

youth are fully integrated into diverse social networks. While previous generations often lived in 

homogeneous religious communities, among Generation Y, only 7 percent of youth report that 

all of their friends are the same religion as themselves. Even the most religious youth maintain 

diverse networks of peers with only 9 percent of the Godly saying that all of their friends are the 

same religion. Among the God-less, at least half of their friends are not of the same religion.”  

 

• “Religious teens are more self-aware. Despite assumptions we might make about youth’s 

disengagement from faith and community life, religion remains a core component of young 

people’s identity. Moreover, religious youth have a distinctive worldview and approach to life; 

they are more connected to family and community, have higher self-esteem and a sense of self 

and hold more traditional views about family, sex, and marriage.”  

 

• “But STDs, jobs, grades come before God. Generation Y faces a distinct set of challenges as 

they negotiate their entry into adult life. Figuring out how to deal with sex and relationships, the 

changing economy and finding a good job and the desire to get a decent education, all compete 

with more intangible concerns. One’s relationship with God is lower on the list of things to 

worry about and plays a subtler role except for very religious youth.”  

 

• “Religious young people more active in politics, community. In this study, we find a strong 

relationship between religiosity and a broad range of volunteer activities with 79 percent of the 

most religious participating in volunteer activity in the last 12 months compared to 43 percent 

among the least religious. Religion is less closely tied to political and cultural involvement.”  

 

• “Generation Y is disengaged from politics. Politics falls on the bottom of the list of issues that 

young people worry or think about, though certain groups such as Jewish youth and African 

Americans take politics more seriously. There is clearly great potential political energy to be 

harnessed, as we saw in the 2004 Presidential election, but politics is not seen as particularly 

relevant to daily life.” 

 

• “Progressive social views dominate. Generation Y is more liberal and progressive than older 

generations on social issues such as gay marriage and immigration. In fact, a majority favor gay 

marriage (53 percent) and women’s legal right to abortion (63 percent). For a group 

characterized by diversity and pluralism, the political divisiveness of cultural politics seems 

fairly irrelevant.”  

 

“Generation Y: The Most Diverse Generation in History” 

 

“Generation Y –loosely defined as people born between 1980 and 2000- is the most diverse and 

largest cohort in the nation. Between 1972 and 2000, the percentage of young Americans 

identifying themselves as white steadily decreased from 88 percent to 65 percent.6 Currently, 15 

percent call themselves African American, 18 percent Hispanic, and 4 percent Asian.7 This 
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growing diversity is largely driven by immigration from Central and South American and Asian 

nations, and these are the fastest growing ethnic groups in the country.”  

 

“By 2050, demographers project that Hispanics will constitute 24 percent and Asians will 

constitute 8 percent of the country. These newest Americans come primarily from Mexico and 

China, but significant numbers also came from Japan, Korea, Vietnam, the Philippines, 

Nicaragua, the Dominican Republic, and Cuba.” 

 

“Generation By Race” 

“(Percent)” 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

              “White”     “Black”  “Asian”  “Hispanic” 

“Gen Y”    “61”   “15”   “4”   “17” 

“Gen X”   “63”   “13”   “5”   “17” 

“Baby Boomers”   “73”   “12”   “3”   “10” 

“Silent Generation”              “80”   “9”   “3”   “7” 

“GI Generation”   “86”  “7”   “2”   “4” 

 

“U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000” 

 

“In this study, we learned that younger people favor more informal ways to practice their faith as 

opposed to attending services, classes or other formal activities. They find their way to religious 

expression by spending time with their friends in informal group settings. There is a genuine 

attachment to religious life and very little loss of faith, but it occurs in the context of a full life 

complete with competing worries about getting good grades, finding a job or getting a sexually 

transmitted disease. Moreover, it takes place as young people are integrated into diverse 

networks with people of many religious persuasions and backgrounds.”  

 

“Overall, about a third (36 percent) of young people say they attend religious services weekly 

and 27 percent say they attend Sunday school or other classes weekly, although certainly this 

number is overstated.19 A little over a third (35 percent) report having participated in a religious 

group at their local place of worship over the past 12 months. Despite these relatively low 

participation rates, traditional religious institutions are important to young people who are 

significantly more likely to participate in a religious group affiliated with their house of worship 

(35 percent), than a religious group not affiliated with their house of worship or with their school 

(17 percent).” 

 

“How Religion Fits Into Life’s Worries” 

 

“It is impossible to talk about Generation Y without exploring the role that sex plays in their 

lives. Rather than seeing sex as a symbol of liberation and freedom –as youth might have in the 

1960s- sex can at the very least “get you in trouble” and at worst, kill you. Getting a sexually 

transmitted disease 

tops the list of concerns among young people (35 percent very worried) and is particularly acute 

among youth of color, less educated youth, and  unmarried youth. The role that sex plays in 
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young people’s lives is separate from relationships, with youth expressing very little worry about 

finding a boyfriend or girlfriend or even a spouse. There is a certain irony and even a 

contradiction in the fact that this generation holds fairly traditional views about sexuality with a 

majority (57 percent) saying that it is important to wait until marriage before having sex. In fact, 

according to the National Campaign to Prevent Teenage Pregnancy, most teenagers think that 

their peers should wait to have sex, and most sexually experienced teens wish 

they had waited to have sex.28” 

 

“Top Concerns” 

“(Percent Responding “Very Worried”)” 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

“Getting a sexually transmitted disease”    “35” 

“Finding a job when you get out of school”     “23” 

“Your grades at school”      “26” 

“Maintaining good relationships with your friends”   “19” 

“Getting along with your parents”      “18” 

“Your relationship with God”      “18” 

“Deciding who to vote for”      “15” 

“Making sure you are contributing to your community”   “11” 

“Finding a spouse”        “7” 

“Finding a boyfriend or girlfriend”     “4” 

 

(“OMG! How Generation Y Is Redefining Faith In The iPod Era” REBOOT Poll, 

http://www.rebooters.net/poll/rebootpoll.pdf) 

______________________ 

 

“ON BEING A CHRISTIAN ACADEMIC” 

 

“‘The contemporary Western intellectual world,’ writes the noted philosopher Alvin Plantinga, 

‘is a battleground or arena in which rages a battle for men’s souls.’1 Christian academics, 

especially those who teach at secular institutions, are the Church’s front-line in this battle.”  

 

“This is a front which is absolutely crucial for the advance of the Kingdom of God in our day. 

Why? Simply because the single most important institution shaping Western culture is the 

university.” 

  

“I fear that evangelicals may appear almost as weird . . . as do the devotees of Krishna.” 

 

  “The Gospel is never heard in isolation. It is always heard against the background of the 

cultural milieu in which one lives. A person raised in a cultural milieu in which Christianity is 

still seen as an intellectually viable option will display an openness to the Gospel which a person 

who is secularized will not. For the secular person you may as well tell him to believe in fairies 

or leprechauns as in Jesus Christ! Or, to give a more realistic illustration, it is like a devotee of 

the Hare Krishna movement approaching you on the street and inviting you to believe in 

Krishna. Such an invitation strikes us as bizarre, freakish, even amusing. But to a person on the 
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streets of Bombay, such an invitation would, I assume, appear quite reasonable and be cause for 

reflection. I fear that evangelicals may appear almost as weird to persons on the streets of Bonn, 

Stockholm, or New York as do the devotees of Krishna.” 

 

“The Need for Christian Scholars” 

 

“It is part of the task of Christian academics to help create and sustain a cultural milieu in which 

the Gospel can be heard as an intellectually viable option for thinking men and women. The 

great Princeton theologian J. Gresham Machen rightly declared:” 

 

“False ideas are the greatest obstacles to the reception of the gospel. We may preach with 

all the fervor of a reformer and yet succeed only in winning a straggler here and there, if 

we permit the whole collective thought of the nation to be controlled by ideas which 

prevent Christianity from being regarded as anything more than a harmless delusion. 

Under such circumstances, what God desires us to do is to destroy the obstacle at its 

root.2” 

 

“The root of the obstacle is to be found in the university, and it is there that it must be attacked.” 

  

“We desperately need evangelical scholars who can compete with secular scholars on their own 

terms of scholarship. Charles Malik, the late Lebanese statesman, in his address at the 

inauguration of the Billy Graham center at Wheaton College, warned American Christians of the 

danger of neglecting the mind. He asked pointedly:” 

  

“Who among evangelicals can stand up to the great secular scholars on their own terms 

of scholarship? Who among evangelical scholars is quoted as a normative source by the 

greatest secular authorities on history or philosophy or psychology or sociology or 

politics? Does the evangelical mode of thinking have the slightest chance of becoming 

the dominant mode in the great universities of Europe and America that stamp our entire 

civilization with their spirit and ideas?3” 

 

“The root of the obstacle is to be found in the university, and it is there that it must be 

attacked.” 

 

“Malik went on to say:” 

 

“It will take a different spirit altogether to overcome this great danger. . . . For example, I 

say this different spirit, so far as philosophy alone--the most important domain for 

thought and intellect--is concerned, must see the tremendous value of spending an entire 

year doing nothing but poring intensely over the Republic or the Sophist of Plato, or two 

years over the Metaphysics or the Ethics of Aristotle, or three years over the City of God 

of Augustine. But if a start is made now on a crash program in this and other domains, it 

will take at least a century to catch up with the Harvards and Tübingens and the 

Sorbonnes—and by then where will these universities be? For the sake of greater 

effectiveness in witnessing to Jesus Christ, as well as for their own sakes, evangelicals 

cannot afford to keep on living on the periphery of responsible intellectual existence.4”  
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“These words hit like a hammer. Evangelicals have for the most part been living on the periphery 

of responsible intellectual existence. Where are the Christian historians, literary critics, 

physicists, sociologists? As Christian academics, we need to examine ourselves to see if we are 

contending effectively for the faith in our arena. If the university and, as a consequence, our 

culture is to be changed, evangelical academics need to exercise a leavening influence for Christ 

in their respective fields of expertise.” 

 

“Endnotes:” 

 

“1 Alvin Plantinga, “The Twin Pillars of Christian Scholarship” (Grand Rapids, Mich.:  Calvin 

College and Seminary, 1990).” 

 

“2 Address delivered on September 20, 1912, at the opening of the 101st session of Princeton 

Theological Seminary.  Reprinted in J. Gresham Machen, What is Christianity? (Grand Rapids, 

Michigan:  Eerdmans, 1951), p. 162”. 

 

“3 Charles Malik, “The Other Side of Evangelism,” Christianity Today (November 7,” 1980), p. 

40.  For Malik’s entire original address see The Two Tasks (Wheaton, Ill.:  Billy Graham Center, 

2000).” 

 

“4 Ibid.” 

 

(Dr. William Lane Craig, “On Being a Christian Acedemic,” This excerpt is based on a paper 

given by Dr. Craig at the Christian Faculty Leadership Network meeting in July 2003 and a 

plenary address delivered at the National Faculty Leadership Conference in Washington, D.C., 

June 2004, sponsored by Christian Leadership Ministries, The Real Issue, October 2004, 

http://www.realissue.org/issue/003/printfeature.html) 

______________________ 

 

“ONE NATION UNDER GOD” 

 

“Results of the American Religious identification Survey, a study of 50,281 people exploring the 

U.S. religious landscape.” 

 

 

Christian Religions in 

2001 

% change 

from 1990 

% of 

all Adults 

Catholic 50,873,000 +10.6% 24.5% 

Baptist 33,830,000 -0.4% 16.3% 

Christian –  

Non-specified 

14,190,000 +75.8 6.8% 

Methodist/ 

Wesleyan 

14,140,000 -0.2% 6.8% 

Lutheran 9,580,000 +5.3% 4.6% 

Presbyterian 5,596,000 +12.3% 2.7% 
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Protestant – 

Non-specified 

4,647,000 -73.0% 2.2% 

Pentecostal/ 

Charismatic 

4,407,000 +38.1% 2.1% 

Episcopalian/ 

Anglican 

3,451,000 +13.4% 1.7% 

Mormon/LDS 2,787,000 +12.1% 1.3% 

Churches of Christ 2,593,000 +46.6% 1.2% 

Non-denomin. 2,489,000 +6.4% 1.2% 

Congregational/ 

UCC 

1,378,000 +130.1% 0.7% 

Jehovah’s Witness 1,331,000 -3.6% 0.6% 

Assemblies of God 1,106,000 +67.6% 0.5% 

 

  

(USA Today, December 24) 

 

(Youthworker, March/April 2002, p11) 

______________________ 

 

“OUR DIRTY LITTLE SECRET” 

 

“We often ask youth leaders to tell us their top ministry priorities, and they always say 

‘equipping my students to share their faith with their friends’ is among their top five goals. But 

when we ask them what they’re doing to pursue this imperative, we discover that almost half of 

them don’t practice what they prioritize. Evangelism training is near the bottom of their list of 

‘common elements in my youth ministry programming.’” 

 

(Rick Lawrence, “Our Dirty Little Secret,” GROUP, (November 12, 2003): 15 

www.groupmag.com) 

______________________ 

 

“PASSION FOR THE PASSION FIZZLES” 

 

 “36 million adults who saw the movie were ‘born again’ Christians, while an additional 31 

million were not.” 

 

“…apparent absence of a direct evangelistic impact by the movie.” 

 

“‘less than one-tenth of one percent of those who saw the film,’ the Barna study concludes, 

‘stated that they made a profession of faith or accepted Jesus Christ as their savior in reaction to 

the film’s content.’” 

 

“According to the Barna study: ‘Less than one-half of one percent of the audience said they were 

motivated to be more active in sharing their faith in Christ with others as a result of having seen 

the movie.’” 

http://www.groupmag.com/
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“…people’s memories are short and are easily redirected in a media-saturated, fast-paced culture 

like ours.  The typical adult had already watched another six movies at the time of the survey 

interview, not including dozens of hours of television programs they had also watched.’” 

 

“…is that a major cultural impact or social/personal transformation is not likely to result from a 

one-time exposure to a specific media product…‘people spend more than 40 hours each week 

absorbing a range of messages from multiple media,’ stated Barna, ‘it is rare than a single media 

experience will radically reorient someone’s life…constant exposure to a consistent message.” 

 

“…within hours those who had seen The Passion were exposed to a multitude of competing 

messages that immediately begin to diminish the effect of what they had just seen about the life 

of Christ.” 

 

(Don Walker, “Passion for The Passion fizzles,” Metro Voice, www.metrovoicenews.com)   

______________________ 

 

“PASSION’S LASTING IMPACT” 

 

“U.S. Adults who….” 

 

“Saw a film in the past year 95%” 

 

“Saw Finding Nemo 57%” 

 

“Saw Bruce Almighty 42%” 

 

“Saw Passion of the Christ 31%” 

 

“A movie stirred faith thoughts 41%” 

 

“Passion stirred faith thoughts 24%” 

 

“A movie changed their beliefs 6%” 

 

“Passion change their beliefs 3%” 

 

“Passion viewers more likely to share faith less than one-half of 1%” 

 

(“Passion’s Lasting Impact,” Survey from Christianity Today Magazine, Fall 2004) 

______________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.metrovoicenews.com/
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“POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS CONVICTIONS” 

 

“Almost 6 in 10 Americans say religion is very important in their lives. 64% of registered voters 

say that their personal religious beliefs and faith will be important in deciding their votes for 

president this year.” 

 

(Linda Lyons, “Political and Religious Convictions, March 2, 2004 

www.gallup.com/content/print.asp?ci=10822) 

______________________ 

 

“POLL: UNIVERSITY STUDENTS SEEK SPIRITUALITY” 

 

“UCLA reports that 80 percent of college freshmen at 236 universities across America ‘have an 

interest in spirituality.’” 

 

“Of the over 100,000 student respondents to the National Study of College Students' Search for 

Meaning and Purpose:” 

 

“79 percent believe in God” 

“69 percent pray” 

“81 percent attend religious services occasionally or frequently” 

“80 percent discuss religion or spirituality with friends” 

“76 percent discuss religion or spirituality with family” 

“69 percent say their religious beliefs provide strength, support and guidance” 

“40 percent consider it essential or very important to follow religious teachings in life” 

 

(Meredith Clark, “Poll: University Students Seek Spirituality,” Tallahassee Democrat, April 14, 

2005, http://www.templeton.org/pdf/TallahasseeDemocrat.pdf) 

______________________ 

 

“PORTRAITS OF PROTESTANTS TEENS: A REPORT ON TEENAGERS IN MAJOR 

U.S. DENOMINATIONS” 

 

“Nineteen percent of Protestant teens report sometimes being confused over right and wrong, 41 

percent agree that morals are relative and 63 percent say that people should wait for marriage 

before having sex.” 

 

“Ninety percent of Protestant teenagers report believing in God.  Belief in God appears 

widespread among teenagers generally, with 85 percent of all teens and even 62 percent of 

unaffiliated teens saying they believe in God.” 

 

“Teenagers whose parents are affiliated with conservative or black Protestant denominations are 

especially likely to report belief in God.  For instance, 92 percent of Assemblies of God teens, 96 

http://www.gallup.com/content/print.asp?ci=10822
http://www.templeton.org/pdf/TallahasseeDemocrat.pdf
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percent of Southern Baptist teens, 97 percent black Baptist teens and 100 percent of Church of 

God in Christ teens report believing in God.” 

“Forty-four percent of Protestant teens say they feel very or extremely close to God, which 

means the majority of Protestants teens do not feel close to God. Teens whose parents are 

affiliated with conservative or black Protestant denominations are generally more likely than 

mainline teens to report feeling close to God.” 

 

“Religious faith plays an important role in the lives of the majority of Protestant teenagers.  Sixty 

percent of Protestants teens say faith is very or extremely important in shaping how they live 

their daily lives.  This of course leaves 40 percent who do not think faith plays a very important 

role in their daily lives.  Teens whose parents are affiliated with conservative and black 

Protestant denominations are especially likely to say faith is important in shaping their daily 

lives.” 

 

“For instance, 72 percent of Southern Baptist teens, 77 percent of Assemblies of God teens, 76 

percent of black Baptist teens and 91 percent of Church of God in Christ teens say faith is 

important in shaping their daily lives.  Less than half of the teens from some mainline Protestant 

denominations, such as the United Methodist Church and the Episcopal Church, say faith is very 

or extremely important in shaping their daily lives.” 

 

“Church Is Usually Warm and Welcoming 

 

Seventy-nine percent of Protestant teens who report attending religious services more than a few 

times a year (not counting weddings, baptisms, funerals and youth group meetings) say their 

churches usually feel warm and welcoming for them.  Note that this measure, and most other 

measures of how teens evaluate their churches, was only asked of teens who report attending 

church (or synagogue, temple, mosque, etc.) more than a few times a year.” 

 

“Apparently, most teens who attend religious services more than a few times a year feel that their 

congregations are warm and welcoming; even 74 percent of unaffiliated parents say so.  There is 

not much difference between teens in the different Protestant traditions in viewing their churches 

as warm and welcoming.  Among the specific denominations, however, there is some variation.  

For instance, while 93 percent of Presbyterian Church (USA) teens and 91 percent of 

Evangelical Lutheran churches usually feel warm and welcoming, only 69 percent of teens 

whose parents are Episcopalian say the same.” 

“Church Is a Very Good Place to Talk About Serious Issues 

 

Only one-half of Protestant teens who attend church more than a few times a year (49 percent) 

say church is a very good place to talk about serious issues like family problems, alcohol or 

troubles at school.  Teens whose parents are affiliated with black Protestant and especially 

conservative Protestant denominations are generally more likely than teens whose parents are 

affiliated with mainline denominations to say that church is a very good place to talk about 

serious issues.” 

 

“Among the specific denominations, 65 percent of Church of God in Christ teens and 57 percent 

of both Assemblies of God and Southern Baptist teens say that church is a very good place to 
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talk about serious issues, while only 31 percent of Episcopalian and 34 percent of United 

Methodist teens agree that church is a very good place to talk about serious issues.” 

 

“Moral Relativism” 

 

“Forty-one percent of Protestant teenagers say they agree that morals are relative, that there are 

no definite rights and wrongs for everybody.  Half of all teens whose parents are affiliated with 

mainline denominations agree that morals are relative, while 37 percent of teens whose parents 

are affiliated with conservative denominations and 36 percent of teens whose parents are 

affiliated with black Protestant denominations agree that morals are relative.” 

 

“With 66 percent agreeing that morals are relative, unaffiliated teens are more likely than 

Protestant teens to be moral relativists.  Among the specific denominations, only 17 percent o 

church of God in Christ and 24 percent of Assemblies of God teens agree that morals are relative 

while at least half of all Disciples of Christ, Episcopalian, Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, Missouri Synod Lutheran and United Methodist teens agree that morals are relative.” 

 

“Sexual Abstinence before Marriage” 

 

“Sixty-three percent of all Protestant teens say they think that people should wait to have sex 

until they are married while only 38 percent of unaffiliated teens believe in sexual abstinence 

before marriage.  Teens whose parents are affiliated with conservative Protestant denominations 

are particularly likely to say that people should wait to have sex until they are married.  Eight-

two percent of Church of God in Christ teens and 80 percent of Assemblies of God teens report 

supporting sexual abstinence before marriage, compared to half of the United Methodist teens 

and only 40 percent of the Episcopalian teens.” 

 

“Cheating in School” 

 

“Sixty-three percent of all Protestant teens say they cheated in school in the last year, making 

them somewhat more likely than unaffiliated teens to report cheating in school.  There is little 

variation in cheating between the different major Protestant traditions.” 

 

“There is, however, a fair amount of variation between the specific denominations.  At the high 

end, 80 percent of Missouri Synod Lutheran teens and 82 percent of Church of God in Christ 

teens report cheating in school in the last year.  At the low end, 60 percent or less of Assemblies 

of God, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Southern Baptist and United Methodist teens 

say they cheated in school in the last year.” 

 

(Phil Schwadel and Christian Smith, “Portraits of Protestants Teens: A Report on Teenagers in 

Major U.S. Denominations,” National Study of Youth & Religion, 2005: 

11,21,24,29,41,44,52,54,56) 

______________________ 
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“PROTESTANTS, CATHOLICS AND MORMONS REFLECT DIVERSE LEVELS OF 

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY” 

 

“The survey showed that Protestants remain the largest religious segment of America, claiming 

56% of the adult population. Catholics represent about 22%, atheists and agnostics are about 7%, 

and Mormons are just under 2%.” 

 

Frequent Practices 

 

“By far the most common religious practice among adults is praying. Overall, 82% of all 

Americans - including 90% of all Protestants and 88% of Catholics - prayed to God within the 

past seven days. The figure was highest among those who attend a Pentecostal church (97% of 

whom said they had prayed in the past week), and lowest among those who attended an 

Adventist church (79%).” 

 

“Similar proportions of adults attended a church service in the past week (43%) and read the 

Bible other than when they were at a church (38%). Adults who attend a Mormon church were 

the most likely to have attended during the past week (71%). Among people aligned with a 

Protestant church, those associated with Assembly of God churches (69%), Pentecostal churches 

(66%) and non-denominational Protestant churches (61%) were the most likely to have attended 

in the past week. The people who were least likely to attend a church service in the past week 

were those going to an Episcopal church (30% of whom had attended).” 

 

“Bible reading was most likely among those who attend a Pentecostal church (75%) and least 

likely among those who frequent the Catholic (23%), Episcopal (30%) and Lutheran (32%) 

churches.” 

 

(“Protestants, Catholics & Mormons Reflect Diverse Levels of Religious Activity,” July 9, 

2001, www.barna.org) 

______________________ 

 

“Q&A WITH ROB BELL:  ‘WE HAVE TO…KEEP EXPLORING” 

 

“Rob Bell’s best-selling new book, Velvet Elvis:  Repainting the Christian Faith (Zondervan, 

$19.99), aims to speak to ‘the millions of people who are fascinated by Jesus, but can’t do the 

standard Christian package.’  Mr. Bell writes that Jesus ‘had no use for religion’ and instead 

called people ‘to live in tune with reality.’” 

 

“Mr. Bell is pastor of Mars Hill Baptist Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  He spoke with 

Special Contributor Mary A. Jacobs.” 

 

“If this faith doesn’t lead to more compassion, more justice, more love, then it has veered 

dangerously off course.” 

 

“There’s this great line in the Book of James:  ‘Even the demons believe.’  So if belief is just 

about a bunch of stuff in your head that you have intellectually assented to—well, Jesus really 

http://www.barna.org/
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takes religious leaders to the shed over that.  At one point he says to a crowd, ‘Do what these 

people tell you, but don’t do what they do.’  Because they believe a bunch of stuff but it has no 

bearing on how they actually act.” 

 

“As a Christian, I am simply trying to orient myself around living…the way that Jesus taught is 

possible.  And I think that the way of Jesus is the best possible way to live. (Velvet Elvis, p. 20-

21).” 

 

(The Dallas Morning News - 06:58 pm CTD on Friday, September 16,2005 

By Mary A. Jacobs/Special Contributor to the Dallas Morning News,  

http://www.dallasnews.com/cgi-bin/bi/gold_print.cgi) 

______________________ 

 

“QUOTE FROM BRIAN ROHRBOUGH” 

 

“If you asked me to create a memory of my son, it is always going to include a reference to 

God.” 

 

(Brian Rohrbough, whose son Danny was killed in the Columbine High School massacre.  The 

U.S. Supreme Court has refused to overturn the school’s policy that memorial markers cannot 

include a reference to God.  Associated Press, January 14, 2003.   From Citizen Magazine, April, 

2003, p15) 

______________________ 

 

QUOTE FROM U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL RAMSEY CLARK 

 

“The Christian church overwhelmingly…chooses to call Muhammad a terrorist.  They could call 

Jesus a terrorist, too.” 

 

(Former U.S. Attorney General Ramsey Clark, a veteran of the Johnson administration, making 

his case against war with Iraq.  CNSNews.com, January 10, 2003.  From Citizen Magazine, 

April, 2003, p15) 

______________________ 

 

“REACHING THE POST-CHRISTIAN” 

 

“Selma went first: ‘I think Christianity has an important place in society. I don’t personally 

follow it, but I figure, whatever make you happy, do it.’” 

 

“Justin put the finishing touches on the conversation, and seemed to summarize everyone’s 

feeling when he said: ‘Look, we all know that ‘God’ is out there at some level, but no one has a 

right to tell another person what ‘God’ looks like them. Each person is free to express that 

however they want, but they should keep their opinions to themselves.’” 

 

“The biggest barrier wasn’t their lack of information, it was their attitude.” 

 

http://www.dallasnews.com/cgi-bin/bi/gold_print.cgi
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‘“Post Christians’ These are people who have seen Christianity somewhere along the way and 

have decided they are not interested.  For example, a young man who grew up in a Christian 

home and was disillusioned by his parents’ messy divorce. Or someone who had attended church 

but witnessed something as painful as a nasty split or as subtle (yet subversive) as  hypocritical 

Christians who said one thing and did another.” 

 

“Other Post-Christians have no church experience at all, but their experiences with Christians, 

even if only through the media, have been negative – they consider Christians preachy or 

legalistic or untrustworthy.” 

 

(Daniel Hill, “Reaching the Post-Christian,” Leadership, Fall 2004, pp71-72, 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/le/2004/004/17.71.html) 

______________________ 

 

“RELATIONSHIP IS THE MAIN THING” 

 

“George Gallup says that four out of ten people report being lonely for lengthy periods.” 

 

(“Relationship is the Main Thing, Current Thoughts and Trends, March 2004, 

www.navpress.com/ctt/print_article.asp?articleID=28380&EM=true)  

______________________ 

 

“RELIGION & VALUES” 

 

“Gallup Index of Leading Religious Indicators” 

 

“Here are the findings for each item for the year 2001:”  

 

1. Believe in God 95.0% 

2. State religious preference 91.7 

3. Member of a church 65.6 

4. Attended church last 7 days 41.1 

5. Religion very important in life 57.7 

6. Religion answers problems 61.7 

7. High confidence in organized religion 59.7 

8. Give high ratings to ethical standards of clergy 63.9 

  

 Total 536.4 

Divided by 8 = 671 (Index figure for 2001) 

 

(George H. Gallup, “Religion and Values,” George H. Gallup International Institute, February 

12, 2002) 

______________________ 

 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/le/2004/004/17.71.html
http://www.navpress.com/ctt/print_article.asp?articleID=28380&EM=true
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“RELIGION AND POLITICS: CONTENTION AND CONSENSUS” 

 

“Growing Number Says Islam Encourages Violence Among Followers” 

 

“The new nationwide survey of 2,002 adults, conducted June 24 – July 8 by the Pew Research 

Center and the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life, shows that there has been an important 

shift in public perceptions of Islam. Fully 44% now believe that Islam is more likely than other 

religions ‘to encourage violence among its believers.’ As recently as March 2002, just 25% 

expressed this view. A separate study by the Pew Research Center in June 2003 found a similar 

change in the number of Americans who see Muslims as anti-American: 49%  believe that a 

significant portion of Muslims around the world hold anti-American views, up from 36% in 

March 2002.” 

 

“Changing Perceptions of Islam” 

 

“In the current poll, 44% of Americans say that Islam is more likely to encourage violence than 

other religions, up from 25% in the March 2002 poll.” 

 

(“Growing Number Says Islam Encourages Violence Among Followers,” The Pew Research 

Center and The Pew Forum, July 24, 2003, www.people-press.org)  

______________________ 

 

“RELIGION IN THE AFTERMATH OF SEPTEMBER 11” 

 

“A question and answer session with George Gallup, Jr. and Frank Newport” 

 

“There has been a great deal of talk about an increase in religious attachment and church 

attendance among Americans after the terrible events of Sept. 11. What do the survey data 

show?” 

 

Frank Newport: “We don’t find any indication in our regular Gallup poll measures of a 

significant change in religious behavior since Sept. 11.” 

 

“Over the last decade, the responses to this question have averaged right at about 40%, with the 

usual fluctuation that occurs from survey to survey. The last time we asked the question before 

Sept. 11 was in May, when 41% of Americans replied that they had gone to church or synagogue 

within the last seven days. Right after the attacks, in our Sept. 21-22 survey, the percentage 

moved up slightly to 47%, but in two subsequent surveys, in early November and this past 

weekend, Dec. 14-16, the percentages have been 42% and 41%.” 

 

“Do you have any other measures of religious behavior?” 

 

Frank Newport: “A different question asks the public to estimate how often they attend church 

or synagogue, and the 45% who say ‘once a week or almost every week’ is little changed from 

what we have found in recent years.” 

http://www.people-press.org/


Research - 2005 and prior 109 
 

Frank Newport: “No, the self-reported importance of religion to Americans is no different now 

than before Sept. 11. Sixty percent in our December 14-16 poll said that religion was very 

important to them in their daily life. That’s down slightly from the 64% who said religion was 

very important immediately after Sept. 11, but in recent years the percentage saying ‘yes’ has 

hovered around the 60% level, with fluctuations up and down from survey to survey, so our 

interpretation is that this reflects essentially no change.” 

 

Frank Newport: “Interestingly, there has been a wholesale change in Americans’ perceptions of 

the impact of religion "out there" across America. For many years, Gallup has asked, ‘At the 

present time, do you think religion as a whole is increasing its influence on American life, or 

losing its influence?’ The percentage of Americans saying ‘increasing’ in response to that 

question has now skyrocketed to 71%, the highest in Gallup Poll history. To put that in 

perspective, only 39% said yes in February of this year. The highest percent saying yes in recent 

years has been 48% in January of 1998. Way back in 1957, a Gallup poll found 69% saying yes.” 

George Gallup, Jr.: “As others have noted, lasting changes of heart most likely come about in 

response to close-at-home personal and family traumas, not because of these types of national 

tragedies.” 

 

(“Religion in the Aftermath of September 11”) 
______________________ 

 

“RELIGION TREND IN UNITED KINGDOM” 

 

“A new book, Predicting Religion, asserts that the United Kingdom will continue to experience a 

decline in Christianity. One of the 19 contributors to the text writes, ‘Three decades from now, 

Christianity in Britain will have largely disappeared.’” 

 

(“Religion Trend in United Kingdom,” Current Thoughts and Trends, March 2004, 

www.navpress.com/ctt/print_article?articleID=28388&EM=true)  

______________________ 

 

“[RELIGION TRENDS] SURVEY FIND PROTESTANT MAJORITY DISAPPEARING 

IN U.S.” 

 

“Between 1993 and 2002, the share of Americans who said they were Protestant dropped from 

63 percent to 52 percent, after years of remaining generally stable, according to a study released 

Tuesday by the National Opinion Research Center at the University of Chicago.” 

 

“At the same time, the number of people who said they had no religion rose from 9 percent to 

nearly 14 percent, and many are former Protestants, the survey’s authors said.” 

(Rachel Zoll, [Religion Trends] “Survey Finds Protestant Majority Disappearing in U.S.,” 

Associated Press (USA), July 20, 2004, www.religionnewsblog.com/print.php?p=7932)  

 

“SWEEP OUT RELIGIOUS SUPERSTITION WHICH WILL NOT TOLERATE ME” 

 

http://www.navpress.com/ctt/print_article?articleID=28388&EM=true
http://www.religionnewsblog.com/print.php?p=7932
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“I say otherwise. I say: enough of tolerance. I do not tolerate religious superstition, not when it 

refuses to tolerate me. Sweep it from the corridors of power. I do not pay my taxes for a Europe 

which can ‘tolerate’ a hardline Italian mate of Silvio Berlusconi and the Pope who takes to his 

job as Justice Commissioner the belief that tens of millions of Europeans such as me are sinners 

because we are gay, or that single mothers are ‘not very good’ — or who adds that women 

should spend less time working and more time having babies.”  

 

(Matthew Parris, “Sweep Out Religious Superstition Which Will Not Tolerate Me,” October 23, 

2004, http://www.timesonline.co.uk/printFriendly/0,1-166-1324082-166,00.html) 

______________________ 

 

“RELIGION VERY IMPORTANT” 

 

USA   83% 

Canada             62% 

Great Britain             47% 

  

“Attend Church” 

 

USA   38% 

Canada             26% 

Great Britain             17% 

 

“Canada – Attend Church” 

 

1955   58% 

1991   31% 

2003   26% 

 

(www.gallup.com/poll/tb/religvalue/20030812.asp?Version=p)    

______________________ 

 

“RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY, TEEN-STYLE” 

 

 “In the most recent survey, 45% of  American teens* and 44 % of adults** reported that they 

had attended church or synagogue during the last seven days.” 

 

 “Youth fellowship programs were by far the most frequently cited extracurricular activity at 

churches and synagogues. When teens were asked in a 1998 study^ why so many wanted to 

become involved in these small groups, 82% said they wanted to learn more about religion, 

73% said their parents encouraged them to join, and 71% wanted a place to talk about what's 

important to them in their everyday lives. Teens do like to talk, (witness the popularity of cell 

phones and online instant messenger services) but when asked in February 2001^^ about the 

needs of young people today, 74% of teens said they needed to be ‘listened to -- to be 

heard.’” 

 

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/printFriendly/0,1-166-1324082-166,00.html
http://www.gallup.com/poll/tb/religvalue/20030812.asp?Version=p
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 “And what are teens doing during the regular weekly sermon? Apparently, they are not 

listening. Of those teens who attended services in the past week, most (84%) recall the 

delivery of a sermon but 55% of them couldn't recall the message of that sermon. According 

to Winseman, ‘…effective youth groups communicate the message in a language and 

medium that the kids can relate to. That's why most kids tune out most sermons -- they don't 

want theological jargon, they want the message in a language they can understand.’” 

 

“*Findings are based on telephone interviews with a representative national cross section of 454 

teen-agers, aged 13 to 17, conducted July through September 2001. For this sample, one can say 

with 95% confidence that the margin of sampling error is ±5%.”  

 

“** Results are based on telephone interviews with 1,024 national adults, aged 18 and older, 

conducted March 17-19, 2000. For results based on the total sample of national adults, one can 

say with 95% confidence that the margin of sampling error is ±3%.” 

 

(Lynda Lyons, “Religious Activity, Teen-Style,” 

www.gallup.com/poll/tb/religValue020020416b.asp?Version=p) 

______________________ 

 

“RELIGIOUS BELIEF FALLING FASTER THAN CHURCH ATTENDANCE” 
 

“Organized religion is in near-terminal decline in Britain because parents have only a 50-50 

chance of passing on belief to their offspring, a study claimed yesterday.” 

 

“By contrast, parents without faith are successful in producing a new generation of non-

believers, it said.” 

 

“The report identified institutional religion as having a "half-life" of one generation, as children 

are only half as likely as their parents to say that it is important in their lives.” 

 

“‘The dip in religious belief is not temporary or accidental, it is a generational phenomenon - the 

decline has continued year on year,’ he said. ‘The fact that children are only half as likely to 

believe as their parents indicates that, as a society, we are at an advanced stage of 

secularisation.’” 

 

“But the National Secular Society, which has 3,000 paid-up members, welcomed the survey 

results.” 

 

“‘We find [belief] embarrassing as a country and it is time we accepted that,’ said Terry 

Sanderson, the vice president. ‘People may say they believe in Christianity but if you question 

them even slightly it becomes clear that they cannot accept the central tenets of its faith - they 

don't believe in its supernatural explanations.’”  

 

(Matt Barnwell and Amy Iggulden, “Religious Belief  ‘Falling Faster Than Church 

Attendance’,” August 17, 2005, 

http://news.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2005/08/17/nrelig17.xml)   

http://www.gallup.com/poll/tb/religValue020020416b.asp?Version=p
http://news.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2005/08/17/nrelig17.xml
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______________________ 

 

“RELIGIOUS BELIEFS REMAIN CONSTANT BUT SUBGROUPS ARE QUITE 

DIFFERENT” 

 

“What Adults Believe” 

 

“The survey examined a dozen religious beliefs that have been tracked by The Barna Group for 

two decades. Here are some of the key findings:” 

 

 “Nearly nine out of ten adults (87%) claim that their religious faith is very important in their 

life today. Three out of four adults strongly affirm that idea.” 

 

 “Overall, roughly three-quarters of all adults (77%) are associated with the Christian faith. 

One out of eight (12%) are atheist or agnostic, while the remaining 11% are aligned with 

some other faith group.” 

 

 “Americans possess many views about God. About seven out of ten (69%) believe that God 

is the ‘all-knowing, all-powerful creator of the universe who still rules that world today.’” 

 

 “Six out ten adults (60%) believe the Bible is ‘totally accurate in all of its teachings.’ 

However, less than half (44%) strongly agree with that notion.” 

 

 “Six out ten adults also contend that Satan does not exist but is merely a ‘symbol of evil.’ 

Only one-quarter of all adults (24%) strongly reject the idea that the Devil is only symbolic.” 

 

 “Slightly more than half of all adults (55%) say that a good person can earn a place in 

Heaven. Only one-fourth of the population (28%) strongly disagrees with the concept of 

salvation by good deeds.” 

 

 “Half of all adults (52%) agree that they have a personal responsibility to share their religious 

beliefs with other people. Only one-third (35%) firmly believes in that responsibility.” 

 

 “Among those individuals who are associated with the Christian faith, only half (50%) rate 

themselves as being ‘absolutely committed’ to the Christian faith.” 

 

 “Just less than half of the country (44%) believes that Jesus Christ committed sins during His 

time on earth. Forty-eight percent disagree with this contention. Two out of every five adults 

(39%) strongly oppose this idea.”  

 

(“Religious Beliefs Remain Constant But Subgroups Are Quite Different,” Barna Research 

Online, March 19, 2004. 

www.timkimmel.com/BarnaResearch/Subgroups-Diff.asp) 

______________________ 
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“RELIGIOUS COLLEGE STUDENTS EMOTIONALLY HEALTHIER” 

 

“The results, drawn from a national study of 3,680 college students, indicate that students who 

are not churchgoers are more than twice as likely to say they have felt depressed or had poorer 

emotional health than students who frequently attend religious services.”  

 

“The findings, released Monday (Oct. 25), show that religious activity has positive links to 

emotional health. Those who often attend religious services are far less likely to frequently feel 

overwhelmed during college.” 

 

“The study also found that religious involvement may decrease the chances that non-drinkers 

will start drinking in college. For example, of those who abstained from beer before entering 

college, 74 percent continue to abstain during college if they are very religiously involved. Forty-

six percent continue to abstain if they have no or little involvement in religious activities during 

college.” 

 

(“Religious College Students Emotionally Healthier” by Adelle M. Banks, (RNS) College 

students with significant religious involvement report better emotional health than those with no 

involvement, new research from UCLA's Higher Education Research Institute shows. 

http://www.beliefnet.com/story/155/story_15502.html) 

______________________ 

 

“RESEARCHER PREDICTS MOUNTING CHALLENGES TO CHRISTIAN CHURCH” 

 

“Moral and Spiritual Anarchy” 

 

“In a previous book, Barna warned that America was rapidly devolving into a society beset by 

moral anarchy. In his new volume he flatly states that moral anarchy has arrived and rules our 

culture today. The argument hinges on a substantial amount of attitudinal and behavioral 

evidence: record bankruptcy levels, frivolous lawsuits, the rapid growth of the pornography 

industry, highway speeding as the norm, income tax cheating, computer hacking and viruses, 

rising levels of white collar crime, rampant copyright violations (movies, books, recordings), 

terrorism and intimidation tactics, Net-based plagiarism, emotional comfort with lying and 

cheating, increasing rates of co-habitation and adultery, and so forth.” 

 

“A void that has been filled by the customized spirituality that lacks biblical moorings.” 

 

“Future Faith” 

 

“The fastest growth during the coming decade will be among various non-Christian faith groups, 

while one of the dominant trends within the Christian community will be that of ecumenism.” 

   

“Challenge to Christians” 

 

“When asked why he and Hatch wrote the book, Barna replied, ‘We hope it will serve as an 

informative wake-up call to believers. The Christian Church is losing influence. Non-believers 
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are unimpressed by sermons and events; they want to see what difference faith has made in our 

lives–and they are struggling to see that impact. If Christianity is to represent a viable and 

compelling alternative to the prevalent options available in our society today, then believers must 

model its application and effect for others.’” 

 

(www.barna.org/cgi-bin/PagePressRelease.asp?PressReleaseID=88&Reference=B) 

______________________ 

 

“REVIVING CONFIDENCE IN ORGANIZED RELIGIONS” 

 

“A recent Gallup Poll Tuesday Briefing article (see ‘Public Gives Organized Religion Its Lowest 

Rating’ in Related Items) reported that the 2002 Gallup Index of Leading Religious Indicators 

dropped to an all-time low of 641, down from 671 in 2001.  While the scandals in the Catholic 

Church no doubt played the greatest role in that drop, other factors may also have contributed to 

the lowest assessment of American’s religiosity in 61 years.” 

 

“Gallup research indicates that nearly three-fourths (74%) of members of congregations in the 

United States are not engaged in their faith communities.” 

 

(www.gallup.com/poll/tb/religvalue/20030121.asp?Version=p) 

______________________ 

 

“RUNNING FROM GOD” 

 

 “65 percent of Builders (born from 1910 to 1946) are evangelical” 

 

 “35 percent of Boomers (born from 1946 to 1964) are evangelical” 

 

 “15 percent of Busters (those born from 1965 to 1976) are evangelical” 

 

 “4 percent (projected) of Bridgers, aka Millennials (born after 1977) are or will be 

evangelical.” 

 

(Ron Luce, “Running from God,” Charisma, September 2005, p38) 

______________________ 

 

“SALAD-BAR CHRISTIANITY” 

 

 “Too many believers pick and choose their own truths” 

 

 “Good question. If the polls are correct, foreign ideas have penetrated not only children's 

books but our most basic beliefs. Gallup reports that 20 percent of born-again Christians 

believe in reincarnation and 26 percent in astrology. Forty-five percent of those George 

Barna classifies as born again believe that "if people are good enough they can earn a place 

in heaven." And Wade Clark Roof in Spiritual Marketplace writes that half of born-again 

baby boomers believe all religions are "equally good and true," almost half have no 

http://www.barna.org/cgi-bin/PagePressRelease.asp?PressReleaseID=88&Reference=B
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involvement in a conservative Protestant church, and a quarter believe in communicating 

with the dead!” 

 

 “Mark Dever, pastor of Washington's Capitol Hill Baptist Church, sums up the problem 

bluntly: ‘The church has lost the capacity to judge between good and evil, truth and 

falsehood.’” 

 

(Chuck Colson, “Salad-Bar Christianity,” www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2000/009/31.80.html) 

______________________ 

 

“SCHOLAR WARNS WEST OF MUSLIM GOALS” 

 

 “Similarly, when Muslims and the Western heirs of the Enlightenment speak of tolerance 

they have different things in mind.  In Islamic terminology, this term implies abiding non-

Islamic monotheists, such as Christians, Jews and Zoroastrians, as second-class believers.  

They are ‘dhimmi,’ a protected but politically immature minority.” 

 

 “According to Tibi, the quest of converting the entire world to Islam is an immutable fixture 

of the Muslim worldview.  Only if this task is accomplished – if the world has become a ‘Dar 

al-Islam’ – will it also be a ‘Dar a-Salam,’ or a house of peace.” 

 

(Uwe Siemon-Netto, “Scholar Warns West of Muslim Goals,” UPI Religion Correspondent/Life 

& Mind Desk/June 18, 2002) 

______________________ 

 

“SHOULD CLERGY ENDORSE ‘LIVING IN SIN’?” 

 

“Gallup reports that 69% of those who attend church ‘nearly weekly’ say premarital sex is 

morally acceptable.  A Los Angeles Times article reports that some of the largest increases in 

cohabitation during the 1990s occurred in the Bible Belt and on the Great Plains, bastions of 

local church influence.  Overall, Census figures show that cohabitation increased eightfold from 

1960 to 2000, from 500,000 to 4.7 million couples.” 

 

“A May Gallup Poll found that even though a large majority of respondents regard sex before 

marriage as morally acceptable, 93% believe that extramarital sex is morally wrong.  That is six 

percentage points higher than a year ago and is consistent with previous surveys over the past 

three decades.  That opinion holds true regardless of respondents’ sex, gender, race or age.” 

 

“Sex in America: A Definitive Survey, a book based on a comprehensive, representative survey of 

U.S. adult sexual behavior in the mid-1990s, supports that viewpoint: ‘No matter how sexually 

active people are before and between marriages…or whether they were virgins on their wedding 

day, marriage is such a powerful social institution that essentially, married people are all nearly 

alike – they are faithful to their partners as long as the marriage is intact.  Once married, the vast 

majority have no other sexual partner; their past is essentially erased.  Marriage remains the great 

leveler.” 

 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2000/009/31.80.html
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“In other words, the sexual revolution has indeed affected Americans’ behavior prior to 

marriage, but it stalls at the altar steps.  More than 80% of women and as many as 65% of men of 

every age report they had no partners other than their spouse while they were married.  Hardly 

what Hollywood and television convey as mass marital misbehavior.” 

 

“Disappointingly, Smock estimates that the number of those who live together and then marry 

their partner is sharply down – from 50% in the 1980s to one-third now.  At the same time, the 

number of serial, multiple relationships is up.  Those trends will not contribute to lasting 

marriages.” 

 

“Clergy members, therefore, should move beyond the moral condemnation of cohabitation to 

more practical approaches.  We should encourage those who choose cohabitation to restrict their 

relationship to someone they intend to marry.  That will maximize their chance for an eventual, 

successful marriage.” 

 

(Zelizer, Gerald L., “Should clergy endorse ‘living in sin’?’ USA Today, Thursday, July 24, 

2003, p13A) 

______________________ 

 

“SKIP THE HEALTH CLUB; JUST HEAD TO CHURCH” 

 

 “The first study, released in October by the Duke University Medical Center and involving more 

than 1,700 adults over 65 in North Carolina, found that those who attended church at least once a 

week were much less likely to have high levels of interleukin-6, an immune-system protein 

associated with age-related diseases. It found that the elderly who attended services regularly are 

less likely to have some cancers, auto-immune disorders and certain viral diseases. Also, they 

have less difficulty with tasks like walking, dressing and cooking.” 

 

“The second study, in November, co-authored by researchers at Yale and Rutgers and conducted 

over 12-year periods among 2,912 senor citizens found that monthly attendance at services 

among New Haven’s elderly meant more robust mental health. They avoid bad habits like 

smoking and drinking.  Even the chronically ill have ‘ increased feelings of optimism…and 

fewer symptoms of depression’ than those not monthly attendees.” 

 

“Perhaps the correlation is not sociological or psychological but theological. Throughout the 

Bible, God promises ‘length of days’ to those who faithfully adhere to the religious life. Job 

railed that matters did not always work out that neatly, so the rabbis in Roman times reworded 

the equation.  They explained that the promised longer life was not in this would but in the next.  

Both Mohammed and Jesus filled in the details, each in his own way.” 

 

“Gerald L. Zelizer is a rabbi of Neve Shalom, a conservative congregation serving the Metuchen-

Edison, N.J., area.  Zelizer, who is a member of USA TODAY’s board of contributors, can be 

reached at glzel@aol.com.” 

 

(Gerald L. Zeilizer “Skip the health club; just head to church,” USA Today, February  9, 1998, 

p13A) 

mailto:glzel@aol.com
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______________________ 

 

“SMALL CHURCHES STRUGGLE TO GROW BECAUSE OF THE PEOPLE THEY 

ATTRACT” 

 

“The United States is dominated by small churches, with the average church attracting less than 

90 adults on a typical weekend. The greatest attention flows to large churches, especially the 2% 

of churches that attract more than 1000 adults in a typical weekend. A new study by the Barna 

Research Group, of Ventura, California, shows that there are both demographic and 

theolographic reasons why small churches stay small and large churches grow larger. While 

some church growth can be attributed to geographic location and population growth, the Barna 

study indicates that there are fundamental dynamics at work that keep small congregations from 

growing numerically as well as several basic factors that contribute to the numerical expansion 

of mid-sized and large churches.” 

 

“Overall, the research found that the typical Protestant church has 89 adults in attendance during 

an average weekend. In total, 60% of Protestant churches have 100 or fewer adults on a typical 

weekend, while slightly less than 2% have 1000 or more adults. Examining the figures in terms 

of where adults attend, however, the statistics show that about four out of ten church-going 

adults (41%) go to churches with 100 or fewer adults while about one out of eight church-going 

adults (12%) can be found in churches of 1000 or more adults.” 

 

“Theolographic Limitations in Small Churches” 

 

“In addition, the research showed that adults affiliated with small congregations are less likely to 

be born again, less likely to believe in salvation by grace alone (i.e., not by good deeds), and less 

likely to have an orthodox view of God (i.e., holy, creator, ruler of the universe, alive today). The 

report indicated that such views undermine a solid theological foundation for congregational 

growth and may suggest that other spiritual perspectives that conflict with the Bible are common 

in smaller churches.” 

 

“Mid-Sized and Large Churches Attract Aggressors” 

 

“He [Barna] pointed out that large churches, in particular, appeal to Baby Boomers – one-quarter 

of church-going Boomers (25%) attend churches of 500 or more adults, compared to just one-

sixth of church-going Busters (17%) – and Boomers are infamous for equating success with 

growth and large-scale operations.” 

 

“Hope for Small Churches” 

 

“The tracking research conducted by Barna Research indicates that small churches will certainly 

remain prevalent in America for the foreseeable future. ‘“Megachurches draw media attention, 

but they collectively account for less than one out of every four adults in church. Given the 

values and goals of people in the two youngest generations – the Busters and Mosaics – we 

anticipate mid-sized churches becoming a more significant force in the future, with many of 

those churches spawning new congregations rather than expanding to become megachurches. 
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However, large congregations are here to stay and meet the needs of a specific segment of the 

population. If church leaders can maintain a focus on transformation rather than numbers, then 

we could enter an era of healthy churches at all sizes and shapes and shed the unhealthy spirit of 

numerical competition that currently distracts many churches.”’ 

 

(“Small Churches Struggle to Grow Because of the People They Attract,” The Barna Update, 

September 2, 2003, 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=BarnaUpdate&BarnaUpdateID=148)  

______________________ 

 

“SOARING FAITH” 

 

 “In the tumultuous past year, the percentage of  Americans who said the influence of religion 

on life was:” 

 

o “Increasing:” 

 Feb. 19, 2001:  39%  Dec. 14, 2001: 71% 

o “Decreasing:” 

 Feb. 19, 2001: 55%  Dec. 14, 2001: 24% 

o “Same:” 

 Feb. 19, 2001:  3%  Dec. 14, 2001: 2% 

o “No opinion:” 

 Feb. 19, 2001: 3%   Dec. 14, 2001: 3% 

 

(“Soaring Faith,” USA Today, February 5/ Youthworker, May/June 2002, pg. 11) 

______________________ 

 

“SOCIOLOGISTS FIND THAT RELIGIOUS TEENS ARE LESS LIKELY TO 

PARTICIPATE IN DELINQUENT BEHAVIORS” 

 

“Sociologists with the National Study of Youth and Religion (NSYR), based at the University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill, have found significant positive correlations among U.S. 12
th

 

graders between religion and choosing to not participate in many risk behaviors.  The findings 

were released in the report Report and American Adolescent Delinquency, Risk Behaviors and 

Constructive Social Activities.” 

 

(The Monitoring the Future (MTF) survey is a nationally representative survey of U.S. high 

school students administered to eighth, 10
th

 and 12
th

 graders since 1975.  This analysis focused 

on 12
th

 graders.  By design, MTF data does not included school dropouts and home-schooled 

youth.  The four questions regarding religion analyzed in this report are 1) “How often do you 

attend religious services?” 2) “How important is religion in your life?” 3) “How many years, if 

any, have you participated in religious youth groups?” and 4) “What is your religious 

preference?”) 

 

(Bachman, Jerald G., Lloyd D. Johnston, and Patrick M. O’Malley.  MONITORING THE 

FUTURE: A CONTINUING STUDY OF AMERICAN YOUTH (12
TH

-GRADE SURVEY), 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=BarnaUpdate&BarnaUpdateID=148
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1996 [Computer file]. Conducted by University of Michigan Survey Research Center. ICPSR ed. 

Ann Arbor, MI: Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research [producer and 

distributor], 1999.  the original collector of the data, ICPSR, and the relevant funding agency 

bear no responsibility for use of the data or for interpretations or inferences based upon such 

uses.) 

______________________ 

 

“SPIRITUAL RELATIVITY 

 

“Spiritual relativism” 

 

 “The problem I began to have with the spiritual relativism is that there is no truth to support this 

flimsy illusion.” 

 

(Tricia Anderson, “Spiritual Relativity,” 

www.smudailycampus.com/vnews/display.v/ART/2002/09/27/3d93d50f9a6e4?in_a…) 

______________________ 

 

“SPIRITUAL SEARCH AND RELIGIOUS ENGAGEMENT” 

 

“Four in five indicate ‘having an interest in spirituality’ and ‘believing in 

the sacredness of life,’ and nearly two-thirds say that ‘my spirituality is a source of joy.’”  

 

“Nearly half reporting that they consider it ‘essential’ or ‘very important’ 

to seek opportunities to help them grow spiritually. Threefourths of the students say that they are 

‘searching for meaning/purpose in life,’”  

 

“Over twothirds of the students say they pray; 61 percent pray at least weekly, and 28 percent 

pray daily. They ‘frequently’ pray ‘for loved ones’ (68%), ‘to express gratitude’ (59%), ‘for 

forgiveness’ (58%), and ‘for help in solving problems’ (58%).” 

 

“Three-fourths (74%) of the freshmen also say that they feel a ‘sense of connection with 

God/Higher Power that transcends my personal self.’ When asked about their personal views of 

God, more than half (56%) perceive God as ‘love’ or as the ‘creator,’ and about half (49%) 

experience God as a ‘protector.’ Forty-four percent of the students say that, in the past year, they 

frequently ‘felt loved by God.’” 

 

“Despite their strong religious commitment, students also demonstrate a high level of religious 

tolerance and acceptance. For example, most students agree that ‘non-religious people can lead 

lives that are just as moral as those of religious believers’ (83%) and that ‘most people can grow 

spiritually 

without being religious’ (64%). Similarly, nearly two-thirds of the students (63%) disagree with 

the proposition that ‘people who don’t believe in God will be punished.’” 

 

“The potentially positive societal force originating from students’ idealism is evidenced by the 

significant numbers that rate ‘helping others who are in 
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difficulty’ (63%) and ‘reducing pain and suffering in the world’ (55%) as ‘essential’ or ‘very 

important’ goals in life. Not only do many students hold 

these ideals, they act on them: The vast majority (82%) performed volunteer work while in high 

school and more than two-thirds (70%) report that they are actively engaged in ‘trying to change 

things that are unfair in the world.’” 

 

“Student’s Religious References” 

 

“Religious Preference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Percent” 

“Roman Catholic .................................................. 28” 

“None .…………………………………………..17” 

“Baptist ................................................................ 13” 

“Other Christian ................................................... 11” 

“Methodist.............................................................  6” 

“Lutheran ............................................................... 5” 

“Presbyteria  .............................................................4 

“Church of Christ  .................................................. 3” 

“Other Religion .....................................................  3” 

“Episcopalian  ........................................................ 2” 

“Jewish ................................................................... 2” 

“Buddhist ............................................................... 1” 

“Eastern Orthodox ................................................. 1” 

“Hindu  ................................................................... 1” 

“Islamic  ................................................................. 1” 

“United Church of Christ ......................................  1” 

“Latter-Day Saints (Mormon) ...............................  4” 

“7th Day Adventist ................................................ 4” 

“Unitarian ..............................................................  4” 

“Quaker .................................................................  2” 

 

Note: Percentages add to more than 100% due to 

rounding of percentages greater than 1. 

 

“Conclusion” 

 

“Students coming to campuses today are a diverse group ethnically, socio-economically, 

religiously, and politically. While they have high ambitions and aspirations for educational and 

occupational success, and college is the 

means by which they believe they can realize their goals, they are also actively dealing with 

existential questions. They are searching for deeper meaning in their lives, looking for ways to 

cultivate their inner selves, seeking to be compassionate and charitable, and determining what 

they think and feel about the many issues confronting their society and the global community.” 

 

(Higher Education Research Institute-HERI, “The Spiritual Life of College Students: A National 

Study of College Student’s Search for Meaning and Purpose – full report,  Pg. 4,5,17,22, 

http://spirituality.ucla.edu/spirituality/reports/FINAL%20REPORT.pdf) 

http://spirituality.ucla.edu/spirituality/reports/FINAL%20REPORT.pdf
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______________________ 

 

“STATE OF THE CHURCH” 

 

 “Although many people attend a church, few Americans are committed to BEING the Church.” 

 

“Christians must have a biblical worldview.  At present, only 9% of born again adults and 2% of 

born again teens possess such a world view.” 

 

“For religious teaching to affect a person’s life, it is best provided in consistent doses between 

the ages of 3 and 12.  After that point, most people’s beliefs, morals, values, and perceptions are 

so deeply ingrained that it is extremely difficult to foster significant, lasting change.” 

 

“…the absence of role models and experiential teaching…” 

 

(George Barna, “The State of the Church,” The Barna Group, April 11, 2005) 

______________________ 

 

“STUDENTS SEEKING ANSWER ON FAITH” 

 

“UCLA's Higher Education Research Institute study of spirituality and religion among college 

students.” 

 

“This generation of college students is the first where a majority has been raised by working 

mothers, witnessed parents balancing marriage with careers or experienced a 50 percent divorce 

rate.”  

 

“UCLA study that more than half of college students perceive God as love or the creator.” 

 

“UCLA researchers surveyed more than 112,000 freshmen last fall at 236 colleges and 

universities.” 

 

“‘OMG! How Generation Y Is Redefining Faith in the iPod Era,’ released Monday, is the result 

of a fall 2004 survey of 1,385 Catholic, Protestant, Jewish and Muslim 18- to 25-year-olds 

nationally. The study was commissioned by Reboot, a national Jewish youth network.” 

 

“Key findings of Reboot study of 18-to-25-year-olds:” 

“36 percent attend worship services weekly”  

“55 percent pray before meals”  

“51 percent say it is not necessary to believe in God to be moral and have good values”  

“38 percent talk about religion with friends”  
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“33 percent read religious books, newspapers or magazines” 

“18 percent attend an informal religious or prayer group” 

“8 percent volunteer to help the disadvantaged” 
 

 

“Those researchers found that young adults today are the most ethnically diverse generation in 

the nation's history and are more disconnected from traditional religious affiliations than 

previously, posing a challenge for faith groups seeking to reconnect with their youth.”  

“‘This generation is characterized by open-mindedness and tolerance, believing that people 

should do their own thing, even if it seems strange to others,’ according to the report.”  

 

 “Chapman R. Clark, associate professor of youth and family ministry at Fuller Theological 

Seminary in Pasadena, said 19- to 25-year-olds today are late adolescents trying to figure out if 

they can trust older people and the system.” 

 

“‘They don't trust government, education, adults in authority,’ he said. ‘It's the whole theory of 

abandonment. Institutions have become more about the people in charge than the original intent 

of the people who started them. ... This is the greatest day in 50 years for dealing with 18- to 25-

year-olds because they're so dang lost and they know it. They're willing to make decisions when 

they can find people to tell them the truth.’” 

 

(Marisa Agha and Bettye Wells Miller, “Students Seeking Answers on Faith,” The Press-

Enterprise, April 13, 2005, 

http://www.pe.com/breakingnews/local/stories/PE_News_Local_D_spirit14.f39d.html) 

______________________ 

 

“SUNDAY SCHOOL IS CHANGING IN UNDER-THE-RADAR BUT SIGNIFICANT 

WAYS” 

 

“Just 1 in every 7 Senior Pastors (15%) considers Sunday school to be their church’s highest 

priority.  2002 was the high point, when 22% of pastors claimed that Sunday School was the top 

priority of their church.” 

 

(“Sunday School is Changing in Under-the-Radar But Significant Ways,” The Barna Update, 

July 11, 2005, www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=BarnaUpdate&BarnaUpdateID=192)  

______________________ 

 

“SURPRISINGLY FEW ADULTS OUTSIDE OF CHRISTIANITY HAVE POSITIVE 

VIEWS OF CHRISTIANS” 

 

“In a nationwide survey released by the Barna Research Group of Ventura, California among a 

representative sample of people who do not consider themselves to be Christian, the image of 

‘evangelicals’ rated tenth out of eleven groups evaluated, beating out only prostitutes.  The non-

Christian population was not as dismissive of all Christians or religious people, however, as 

ministers and ‘born again Christians’ were among the three highest-rated segments evaluated.” 

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=BarnaUpdate&BarnaUpdateID=192
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(02/12/03 www.barna.org/cgi-bin/PagePressRelease.asp?PressReleaseID=127&Reference=F) 

______________________ 

 

“SURVEY: TWO-THIRDS OF EVANGELICALS DOUBT JESUS' WORDS 

REGARDING SALVATION THRU HIM ALONE; 68% OF EVANGELICAL SO 

CALLED CHRISTIANS REJECT JESUS” 

 

“There's a new poll out which points to a growing rejection among Evangelicals that Jesus is the 

only way of salvation.”  

 

“For years, most evangelical Christians have been taught and accepted the words of Jesus in John 

14:6, where He states, ‘I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and no man cometh unto the 

Father but my Me.’ But now a new Newsweek/Beliefnet poll is showing a shocking number of 

people who call themselves evangelical and born-again have come to reject those words.”  

 

“The question in the poll read: ‘Can a good person who isn't of your religious faith go to heaven 

or attain salvation, or not?’"  

 

“According to the poll results of more than 1,000 adults 18 years of age and older, 68 percent of 

evangelical Christians believe ‘good’ people of other faiths can also go to heaven. Nationally, 79 

percent of those surveyed said the same thing, with an ‘astounding’ 91 percent agreement among 

Catholics, notes Beliefnet. Beliefnet spokesman Steven Waldman calls the results ‘pretty 

amazing.’"  

 

"’Evangelicals are among the most churchgoing and religiously attentive people in the United 

States,’ Waldman writes, ‘and one of the ideas they're most likely to hear from the minister at 

church on a given Sunday is that the path to salvation is through Jesus’."  

 

“In light of that, how -- he asks -- could so many Americans toss aside such a central element of 

theology?”  

 

“Waldman believes the best explanation is found in the Newsweek cover story that grew out of 

the survey. The conclusion it draws is that Americans have become so focused on a very 

personal style of worship -- that is, forging a direct relationship with God -- that spiritual 

experience has begun to supplant dogma, or teaching based on the authority of the Bible.” 

 

(Fred Jackson, MONTANA NEWS, August 24, 2005) 

______________________ 

 

“SURVEY: USA’S PROTESTANT MAJORITY MIGHT SOON BE NO MORE” 

 

“The percentage of Americans who said they belong to one of several Protestant denominations, 

such as Baptist, Methodist or Lutheran, or who called themselves ‘non-denominational 

Protestants,’ hovered around 62% from 1972 until 1993, according to the General Social Survey.  

It was conducted by the National Opinion Research Center at the University of Chicago.” 

http://www.barna.org/cgi-bin/PagePressRelease.asp?PressReleaseID=127&Reference=F
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“Then the number fell steadily to 52% in 2002, survey director Tom Smith says.” 

 

(Cathy Lynn Grossman, “Survey: USA’s Protestant Majority Might Soon Be No More,” USA 

Today, July 20, 2004, http://www.usatoday.com/news/religion/2004-07-20-religion-

majority_x.htm)  

______________________ 

 

“SURVEYS: YOUNG ADULTS SEARCH SPIRITUALITY” 

 

“A separate survey of 1,325 18-25 year-olds released earlier this week by Reboot, a Jewish 

networking group, and several collaborating organizations, emphasizes the degree to which 

young people are confronting religious issues informally, through conversations and even 

Christian rock music rather than formal religious practice.”  

 

“While 44 percent of respondents called themselves ‘religious,’ 35 percent said they are 

‘spiritual but not religious’ and 18 percent said neither.” 

 

“But just 9 percent of the UCLA respondents said they felt compelled to follow their parents' 

religious practice.” 

 

(Justin Pope, “Surveys: Young Adults Search Spirituality,” ReligionNewsBlog, April 13, 2005, 

http://www.religionnewsblog.com/10926) 

______________________ 

 

“TEACHING TOLERANCE:  SCHOOL IN TUNIS OFFERS A NEW VIEW OF ISLAM” 

 

“Youssouf Savane had a clear and common opinion about his faith when he came to study 

religious law four years ago at Zeitouna, an Islamic university that bills itself as the oldest in the 

world.  Only Islam is the truth, he thought, and all other teachings are false.  Now, Mr. Savane is 

carrying back a different message to his native Mali, a predominantly Muslim West African 

country.  ‘I know I was wrong,’ says Mr. Savane, a jeans-clad 24-year-old who studied such 

topics as comparative religion, Darwin’s theory of evolution and Freudian psychoanalysis at 

Zeitouna.  ‘Other religions are just as valid and have their own proofs.’” 

 

(“Teaching Tolerance: School in Tunis Offers a New View of Islam,” Wall Street Journal, no 

date given) 

______________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.usatoday.com/news/religion/2004-07-20-religion-majority_x.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/news/religion/2004-07-20-religion-majority_x.htm
http://www.rebooters.net/
http://www.religionnewsblog.com/10926
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“TEENS EVALUATE THE CHURCH-BASED MINISTRY THEY RECEIVED AS 

CHILDREN” 

 

“Attendance Patterns” 

 

“A majority of teenagers – 56% -- says that they attended church-related activities an average of 

two or more times per month prior to turning 13. (An additional 6% said they attended an 

average of once a month).” 

 

“Outcomes From Their Attendance” 

 

“Each teenaged respondent who had attended church at least once a month during their younger 

years was asked whether or not each of eight specific outcomes accurately described their pre-

teen church experience. Three of the outcomes were claimed by nine out of ten teens: having had 

exposure to Bible stories (95%), learning about the lives of great people in the Bible (92%), and 

having fun or positive experiences related to religion (89%).” 

 

“Nearly as many young people said they felt they had developed meaningful friendships at 

church (87%), discovered the traditions of their church (86%), developed a deeper relationship 

with Jesus Christ (85%), and had opportunities to serve needy people alongside of their churched 

peers (85%).” 

 

“The single outcome that was much less commonly cited was ‘understanding enough of the 

Bible so that every decision you make is based on biblical principles.’ Only half of the churched 

young people – 53% -- said this was a result of their church experience.” 

 

“Reactions to the Findings” 

 

‘“Unfortunately,’ Barna noted, ‘less than one out of every ten churched teenagers has a biblical 

worldview. In other words, the result of their involvement at a church is that they can recite some 

religious facts, they made some friends, and they had fun. That’s wonderful, but we also find that 

most of them have neither accepted Christ as their savior nor altered the basis on which they 

make their moral and ethical decisions in life. For most teenagers who have spent years attending 

church activities their faith is not integrated into who they are and how they live. Most of the 

young people who claim they developed an understanding of the Bible that enables them to make 

decisions based on biblical principles show no evidence of using that understanding in relation to 

the core beliefs and lifestyle choices that we studied.” 

 

(“Teens Evaluate the Church-Based Ministry They Received As Children,” Barna Research 

Online, July 8, 2003, www.barna.org/cgi-

bin/PagePressRelease.asp?PressReleaseID=143&Reference=F)  

______________________ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.barna.org/cgi-bin/PagePressRelease.asp?PressReleaseID=143&Reference=F
http://www.barna.org/cgi-bin/PagePressRelease.asp?PressReleaseID=143&Reference=F
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“THE 4-14 WINDOW” 

 

“New Push on Child Evangelism Targets the Crucial Early Years.” 

 

“‘What you believe at age 13 is pretty much what you're going to die believing,’ Barna said. 

Research compiled by his Barna Group shows that children between the ages of 5 and 13 have a 

32 percent probability of accepting Jesus Christ as their Savior. That likelihood drops to 4 

percent for teenagers between the ages of 14 and 18, and ticks back up to 6 percent for adults 

older than 18.”  

 

(John W. Kennedy, “The 4-14 Window” Christianity Today Magazine, July 15, 2004, 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2004/007/37.53.html) 

______________________ 

 

“THE CHRISTIAN MIND:  THE KEY TO CULTURAL RELEVANCE” 

 

“Proverbs 2:12:  ‘Wisdom will save you from the ways of wicked men, from men whose words 

are perverse.’"  

 

“Beginning where we should, in scripture, it is clear that God places a high value on knowledge, 

wisdom, and understanding. Proverbs 4:4-7 says ‘Lay hold of my words with all your heart; keep 

my commands and you will live. Get wisdom and understanding; do not forget my words or 

swerve from them. Do not forsake wisdom, and she will protect you; love her and she will watch 

over you. Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom. Though it cost you all you have, get 

understanding.’ The Lord says, ‘Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains 

understanding’ (Proverbs 3:13). The Bible prescribes understanding as a protection against sin: 

‘The woman Folly is loud; she is undisciplined and without knowledge. She sits at the door of 

her house, ...calling out to those who pass by, 'Let all who are simple come in here!' she says to 

those who lack judgment. 'Stolen water is sweet; food eaten in secret is delicious!'’ Proverbs 9:6 

admonishes us, ‘Leave your simple ways and you will live; walk in the way of understanding.’" 

 

“The prophet Hosea delivered this charge against apostate Israel, ‘...my people are destroyed 

from lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also reject you as my priests...’ 

(Hosea 4:6) Hosea later issues a general warning that, ‘a people without understanding will come 

to ruin!’ (Hosea 4:14)” 

 

“In 1 Peter 1:13 we are told ‘Therefore prepare your minds for action....’ James 1:5 states 

directly that, ‘If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all 

without finding fault, and it will be given to him.’ Paul says in his letter to the Ephesians, ‘Be 

very careful, then, how you live - not as unwise but as wise...’ (Eph 5:15). In his letter to the 

church at Philippi Paul prays, ‘That their love may abound more and more in knowledge and 

depth of insight’ (Phil 1:9).” 

 

“Lastly, Romans 12:2 tells us, ‘Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then [emphasis mine] you will be able to test and 

approve what God's will is-his good, pleasing and perfect.’”  

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2004/007/37.53.html
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“It is the mind that is designed to rule the flesh - reason should guide our passions. 

During the 18th and 19th centuries, it was the Christian worldview that dominated every cultural 

institution - every aspect of culture in America was influenced by Christianity and largely led by 

Christians due in large part to the educational systems of their day, which were profoundly 

Christian in their worldview. Every university established within the first century of American 

independence was done so by the various Protestant denominations or the Catholic Church. The 

Congregational Church founded Yale in 1701 and Harvard as far back as 1636. The Baptists 

founded Colgate, George Washington University and Wake Forest, to name a few. This 

commitment to intellectualism, scholarship, and academia was a fundamental part of the Church 

and central to the religious culture. The fact is, ‘in the 18th and 19th centuries, religious thought 

and institutions in America were dominated by an austere, learned, and intellectual form of 

discourse that is largely absent from religious life today.’ Simply contrast the theological 

arguments and representation of the Christian faith by men such as Jonathan Edwards with some 

of the more prominent television evangelists and preachers today.” 

 

“In New England in the 17th century, the literacy rate was between 89 and 95 percent, while in 

England it was only 40 percent. Laws were passed in almost every town requiring the 

maintenance of a reading and writing school which was almost always operated by the local 

church. ‘In all such laws, reference was made to Satan, whose evil designs, it was supposed 

could be thwarted at every turn by education.’ This commitment to education in colonial 

America was driven largely by the Church, being regarded as one of its principal ministries.” 

 

“This was not an unintentional act by a culture that happened to be religious. This generation of 

believers understood and fulfilled their biblical mandate to exercise dominion and they did so 

with determined effort. They understood that Christians had a duty in a literate world to be 

among the intellectual elite and that by being educated they would shape the culture. However, 

when we as Christians cease to integrate this commitment to communicate and advance the 

biblical perspective in an intelligent, reasonable and persuasive way relative to every area of life 

and culture, we inevitably surrender dominion. This is exactly what has taken place over the last 

century in America.” 

 

"’Only 4% of [American] adults have a biblical worldview as the basis of their decision-

making.’" 

 

“George Barna, the nation's leading researcher on American spiritual life said this in describing 

the results: 

‘...Sadly, few people consistently demonstrate the love, obedience and priorities of Jesus. The 

primary reason that people do not act like Jesus is because they do not think like Jesus. Behavior 

stems from what we think - our attitudes, beliefs, values and opinions. Although most people 

own a Bible and know some of its content, our research found that most Americans have little 

idea how to integrate core biblical principles to form a unified and meaningful response to the 

challenges and opportunities of life. We're often more concerned with survival amidst chaos than 

with experiencing truth and significance.’" 
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“Barna reports that only 51 percent of the country's Protestant pastors have a biblical worldview. 

Here are the seven criteria used in Barna's evaluation.” 

1. “Believing that absolute moral truths exist and that such truth is defined by the Bible.”  

2. “Jesus Christ lived a sinless life. “ 

3. “God is the all-powerful and all-knowing Creator of the universe and He stills rules it 

today.”  

4. “Salvation is a gift from God and cannot be earned. “ 

5. “Satan is real. “ 

6. “A Christian has a responsibility to share their faith in Christ with other people.”  

7. “The Bible is accurate in all of its teachings.”  

 

“Only 4 percent of American adults and 51 percent of protestant pastors agreed with these seven 

statements - in a nation where 85 percent of the people claim to be Christian!” 

 

“’Man is the measure of all things’ as the Greek philosopher Protagoras once proclaimed.” 

 

“The tyrant who said, ‘It is the luck of rulers when men do not think’ was none other than Adolf 

Hitler.” 

 

"’Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your 

conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer 

everyone.’ Colossians 4:5-6” 

 

“However, let me clarify that God's Word is much more than simply a book of wisdom or 

principles for living. It is most importantly God's revelation of Himself to humanity. It tells us 

about God and His character; about our alienation from Him and why, and about His redemptive 

plan which He through Christ alone completes. If we only study God's Word looking for 

‘practical’ application to our lives and not for intimacy and understanding of the Author we do 

not grow in our knowledge of God. Frankly, I think we often read the Bible as if it is ultimately 

about us when in fact it is ALL about Him! According to Romans 1:28; a complacency toward 

learning about and truly knowing God exposes us to God's judgment; ‘...since they did not think 

it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, He gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what 

ought not to be done.’ Accordingly, it is a dangerous thing indeed to approach the Word of God 

seeking only how we may use it for our temporal gain.” 

 

"’So let us stop going over the basics of Christianity again and again. Let us go on instead and 

become mature in our understanding. Surely we don't need to start all over again with the 

importance of turning away from evil deeds and placing our faith in God. You don't need further 

instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal 

judgment. And so, God willing, we will move forward to further understanding.’" 

 

“The essential fact is this: the spiritual conflict is fought on the cultural battlefield in profoundly 

intellectual terms. It is a battle in which, on one level, our adversary, the Devil, seeks control of 

God's creation, including society for the purposes of deceiving men and leading humanity away 

from the truth. I am not suggesting that we can win someone into the Kingdom of God through 

purely reason and intellectual arguments, but 2 Corinthians 10:5 does tell us that false arguments 
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or ideologies can keep people from knowing God and therefore we are commanded to tear those 

arguments down; to utterly and completely destroy these false pretensions. This is not a physical 

effort but an intellectual effort like Paul ‘reasoning’ with the Greeks and the Jews. This is 

precisely the issue that confronts us when addressing the legitimization of homosexuality or the 

mainstreaming of pornography or any other moral issue. Our response must be rational, 

reasonable and persuasive and less reliant upon religious rhetoric.” 

 

“J. Gresham Machen, the professor of New Testament theology at Princeton in the early 1900s 

and defender of the Christian faith who led in the founding of Westminster Theological 

Seminary, put it this way:” 

 

"‘False ideas are the greatest obstacles to the reception of the gospel. We may preach with all the 

fervor of a reformer yet succeed only in winning a straggler here and there, if we permit the 

whole collective thought of the nation...to be controlled by ideas which prevent Christianity from 

being regarded as anything more than a harmless delusion. Under such circumstances, what God 

desires us to do is to destroy the obstacle at its root.’" 

 

(National Coalition for the Protection of Children & 

Families,www.nationalcoalition.org/culture/articles/ca060206.html) 

______________________ 

 

“THE DOCTRINE DIFFERENCE” 

 

“Only 9 percent of evangelicals tithe.  Of 12,000 teenagers who took the pledge to wait for 

marriage, 80 percent had sex outside marriage in the next seven years. Twenty-six percent of 

traditional evangelicals do not think premarital sex is wrong.  White evangelicals are more likely 

than Catholics and mainline Protestants to object to having black neighbors." 

 

"Ronald Cider, in his new book, The Scandal of the Evangelical Conscience, describes the 

difference:” 

 

“‘They are 9 times more likely than all others to avoid ‘adult-only’ material on the Internet.  

They are for times more likely than other Christians to boycott objectionable companies and 

products and twice as likely to choose not to watch a movie specifically because of its bad 

content.  They are three times more likely than other adults not to use tobacco products and twice 

as likely to volunteer time to help needy people.  Forty-nine percent of all born-again Christians 

with a biblical worldview have volunteered more than an hour in the previous week to an 

organization serving the poor, whereas only 29 percent of born-again Christians without a 

biblical worldview and only 22 percent of born-again Christians had done so.’” 

 

(John Piper, "The Doctrine Difference," World Magazine, March 5, 2005) 

______________________ 
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“THE EVANGELICAL SCANDAL” 

 

“What troubles you the most about evangelicals today?” 

 

“The heart of the matter is the scandalous failure to live what we preach. The tragedy is that poll 

after poll by Gallup and Barna show that evangelicals live just like the world. Contrast that with 

what the New Testament says about what happens when people come to living faith in Christ. 

There's supposed to be radical transformation in the power of the Holy Spirit. The disconnect 

between our biblical beliefs and our practice is just, I think, heart-rending.” 

 

“Evangelical Christians and born-again Christians get divorced just as often, if not a little more, 

than the general population. And Barna has discovered that 90 percent of the born-again 

Christians who are divorced got divorced after they accepted Christ.” 

 

“John Green, one of the best evangelical pollsters, says that about a third of all evangelicals say 

that premarital sex is okay. And about 15 percent say that adultery is okay.” 

 

“Several studies find that physical and sexual abuse in theologically conservative homes is about 

the same as elsewhere. A large study of the Christian Reformed Church, a member of the NAE, 

discovered that the frequency of physical and sexual abuse in this evangelical denomination was 

about the same as in the general population. One recent study, though, suggests that evangelical 

men who attend church regularly are less likely than the general population to commit domestic 

violence.” 

 

“Salvation is a lot more than just a new right relationship with God through forgiveness of sins. 

It's a new, transformed lifestyle that you can see visible in the body of believers.” 

 

“This culture is radically individualistic and relativistic. Whatever feels right for me is right for 

me; whatever feels right to you is right for you. That's the dominant value. It's considered 

outrageous for somebody to say somebody else is wrong.” 

 

“I'm genuinely enthusiastic by the renewal of the evangelical world in the last 50 years. It's been 

a tremendous movement of change and growth since Carl Henry wrote The Uneasy Conscience 

of Modern Fundamentalism. There has been fabulous growth of evangelical colleges and 

seminaries, evangelical scholarship, evangelical churches. I pointed to the way that we've grown, 

I think, in understanding the mission of the church as being both evangelism and social 

ministry.” 

 

“On some days I'm discouraged, and other days I think, Wow, the next few decades could be just 

fabulous. But what I'm sure about is that we won't get close to the promise and the fulfillment of 

what's possible unless we face head-on the scandalous way that we're currently not living what 

we're preaching.” 

 

“I find it incredibly ironic that in the last few months, the importance of political life nurturing 

moral values and wholesome families and so on is center stage. And then you have this 

astonishing data that evangelicals live just like the world in terms of divorce. And it's incredibly 
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ironic that one of the issues—and one I agree vigorously with—is concerned with how public 

life affects marriage. I'm in favor of the marriage amendment. But at precisely a point in time 

when our political rhetoric as evangelicals has focused on that, we have to face the fact that we're 

not any different from the world. And that's just incredible hypocrisy and it undercuts our 

message to the larger society in a terrible way.” 

 

(Ron Sider, “The Evangelical Scandal,” Christianity Today Magazine, April 2005, Vol. 49, No. 

4, Page 70, http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2005/004/32.70.html) 

______________________ 

 

“THE GENDER GAP” 

 

“Researcher George Barna has found that women are 100% more likely to be involved in 

discipleship than men, 57% more likely to participate in adult Sunday school, 46% more likely to 

disciple others, and 29% more likely to read the bible.  A Gallup organization study discovered 

the following about the gender gap:” 

 

            WOMEN       MEN 

Religion is very important in my life. 68 48 

I’m a member of a church or synagogue. 69 59 

Religion can answer today’s problems. 72 59 

When making decisions, I pay attention to God. 56 40 

When making decision, I pay attention to my own views. 37 54 

I am spiritual but not religious. 28 38 

 

(Gallup Tuesday Briefing, Religion and Values Content Channel, 12 December 2002, 

www.gallup.com) 

______________________ 

 

“THE MISSION OR PURPOSE OF MY CONGREGATION MAKES ME FEEL MY 

PARTICIPATION IS IMPORTANT” 

 

“Key Points for Spiritual Leaders” 

 

1. “Clarify the mission of your faith community.”  

 

“The critical question is, ‘What does this congregation hold to be 

important?’ Whatever the congregation's priorities, you, as the 

spiritual leader, have to be clear about them.” 

 

2. “Help members find the link between their own values and the values of the congregation.”  

 

“Every member has different values. Some value family, others value 

service, others value personal growth. Whatever their value system, it 

is your job to translate the congregation's mission into language that 

everyone can understand. This way they will be able to see the 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2005/004/32.70.html
http://www.gallup.com/
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relationship between their values and the congregation's, and they will 

also be able to make clear choices when those values come into 

conflict.” 

 

3. “Do not confuse strategy with mission.” 

 

“Mission is constant. It is the heartbeat of the faith community, 

providing power and guidance. It seldom changes. Strategy, on the 

other hand, describes ‘how we get where we are going.’ It does 

change. In fact, congregations constantly devise new strategies as they 

try to find the most efficient and effective path toward their goals. If  

yours is the kind of congregation that changes strategy regularly, it  

does not necessarily mean that you lack a clear mission. As the  

organization's spiritual leader, you must keep the distinction clear in  

each member's mind.” 

 

(Albert L. Winseman, D. Min, "The Mission or Purpose of My Congregation Make Me Feel My 

Participation Is Important," Gallup Tuesday Briefing, Religion and Values, September 3, 2002, 

www.gallup.com/poll/tb/religValue/20020903b.asp?Version=p)  

______________________ 

 

“THE SPIRITUAL LIFE OF COLLEGE STUDENTS” 

 

“A national Study of College Student’s Search for Meaning and Purpose” 

 

“Indicators of Student’s Spirituality” 

 

“Indicator”         “Percent” 

“Believe in the sacredness of life”                  “83” 

“Have an interest in spirituality”                  “80” 

“Search for meaning/purpose in life”                  “76” 

“Have discussion about the meaning of life with friends”               “74” 

“My spirituality is a source of joy”                  “64” 

“Seek out opportunities to help me grow spiritually”                           “47” 

 

“Religious Preference” 

 

“There is a wealth of diversity in students’ religious beliefs and practices.” 

 

“Students’ religious preferences were classified into 19 different categories. The highest 

percentage of entering freshmen is Roman Catholic (28%), followed by mainline Protestant 

faiths (17%), ‘none’ (17%), Baptist (13%), and ‘other Christian’ (11%). About one-fourth (26%) 

say that they consider themselves to be born-again Christians.” 

 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/tb/religValue/20020903b.asp?Version=p
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(Higher Education Research Institute-HERI, “The spiritual Life of College Students: A National 

Study of College Student’s Search for Meaning and Purpose,” Executive Summary, 

http://www.spirituality.ucla.edu/spirituality/reports/FINAL%20EXEC%20SUMMARY.pdf) 

______________________ 

 

“THE YEAR'S MOST INTRIGUING FINDINGS” 

 

“Religious teaching or values minimally affect people's moral choices. The major influences on 

such decisions are the expected personal outcomes of their choices, minimizing conflict over 

their choices, and the values their parents taught them.” 

 

“Compared to two years ago, just half as many Americans believe that absolute moral truth 

exists, dropping from 38% in January 2000 to only 22% in November 2001.” 

 

“Barna noted that this list suggests that faith is just one component in people's lives that helps 

them to interpret and cope with reality - and it certainly is not the central shaping influence for 

most people. The data regarding young adults also pose the possibility that churches are losing 

ground in terms of influence and may need to consider new approaches to making ancient truths 

more vivid and comprehensible in a technology-drenched, relativistic global community.’" 

 

“Adults who attend charismatic or Pentecostal churches were more likely to possess biblical 

beliefs than were those attending other Protestant and Catholic churches.” 

 

“By the end of the decade, 50 million Americans will seek to have their spiritual experience 

solely through the Internet, rather than at a church; and upwards of 100 million Americans will 

rely upon the Internet to deliver some aspects of their religious experience.” 

 

“Roman Catholics represent the second-largest denominational group of born again Christians in 

the nation - trailing the Southern Baptists, but way ahead of Methodists, Lutherans, 

Presbyterians, and others.” 

 

“Although one-third of all born again adults claim to tithe their income, only 12% actually do 

so.” 

 

“Just half of all home schooling parents are born again Christians.”  

 

"‘One of the greatest values of research is that it can identify myths that we hold on to - myths 

that often prevent us from seizing opportunities, or that prevent us from responding appropriately 

to the world around us,’" Barna explained. "A lot of the anger that was expressed to us in 

reaction to these findings reflects the difficulty we sometimes have in changing our 

predispositions and coming to grips with a world that is rapidly changing and does not conform 

to the rules we believed were firmly entrenched. Knowing the reality, rather than the myth, can 

help us address reality and, if need be, redirect it." 

 

“After the 9-11 attacks, religious activity surged, but within two months, virtually every spiritual 

indicator available suggested that things were back to pre-attack levels.” 

http://www.spirituality.ucla.edu/spirituality/reports/FINAL%20EXEC%20SUMMARY.pdf
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“Less than 5% of the nation's churches have youth groups that attract 100 or more teenagers.” 

 

“At least three out of ten born again adults say that co-habitation, gay sex, sexual fantasies, 

breaking the speed limit or watching sexually-explicit movies are morally acceptable behaviors.” 

 

(“The Year’s Most Intriguing Findings,” Barna Research Online, December 17, 2001, 

www.barna.org)  

______________________ 

 

“TRANSCRIPT FROM ‘TRAITOR NO MORE’” 

 

 “O’REILLY:  Now, the gospel isn’t history, is it?” 

 

“MARTIN:  This gospel is probably not history.” 

 

“O’REILLY:  No gospel is history.” 

 

“MARTIN:  Right.  The gospels are written – they’re trying to tell us…” 

 

“O’REILLY:  They’re lessons, yes.” 

 

“MARTIN:  Well, I mean, but they’re based on – I mean, parts of the gospels are telling, you 

know, factual stories of what these people saw and are reported.  But, you know, remember, it’s 

oral tradition, and then they’re written down.  And so we…” 

 

“O’REILLY:  No historian – I don’t know any theologians who take this as literal history.”   

 

“MARTIN:  Right.  You can’t look at them as literal history.” 

 

(http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,191814,00.html) 

______________________ 

 

“TRENDS AND TUDES” 

 

“Early teens are establishing their worldview independent of their parents.  In 2002, the Harris 

Interactive YouthPulse study found that 74% of teens are likely to discuss religion with their 

families.  Over the last three years, the number of teens discussing religion with their parents 

declined; in 2005, our tracking poll found that just 68% of teens discussed religion with their 

families and an increasing number are now more likely to discuss religion with their friends.” 

 

“According to this year’s study, about half (51%) of teens believe in God and have no doubts 

about it.  Seventy percent (70%) believe in God in total, compared to just 5% who state they 

don’t believe in God.  This poll also showed that 79% believe in Heaven while 68% believe in 

Hell.  Teenagers’ beliefs reflect the dominance of Christianity in America – with 88% believing 

Jesus lived, 74% believing that Jesus is the Son of God, and 72% believing in the resurrection.” 

http://www.barna.org/
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,191814,00.html
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(“Trends & Tudes,” Harris Interactive, October 2005) 

______________________ 

 

“TWENTYSOMETHINGS STRUGGLE TO FIND THEIR PLACE IN CHRISTIAN 

CHURCHES” 

 

“The low level of twentysomething church attendance is not just due to the ‘college years,’ 

when many young adults may not have easy access to a church.” 

 

“Church-Going Softens” 

 

“The low level of twentysomething church attendance is not just due to the ‘college years,’ when 

many young adults may not have easy access to a church. The research shows that church 

attendance bottoms out during the late 20s when the vast majority of students have transitioned 

from education to the workforce. Just 22% of those ages 25 to 29 attended church in the last 

week.”  

 

“Many twentysomethings are reversing course after having been active church attenders during 

their teenage years. As teenagers, more than half attended church each week and more than 4 out 

of 5 (81%) had ever gone to a Christian church. That means that from high school graduation to 

age 25 there is a 42% drop in weekly church attendance and a 58% decline from age 18 to age 

29. That represents about 8,000,000 twentysomethings alive today who were active church-goers 

as teenagers but who will no longer be active in a church by their 30th birthday.” 

 

(“Twentysomethings Struggle to Find Their Place in Christian Churches,” Barna Research 

Online, September 24, 2003, www.barna.org/cgi-

bin/PagePressRelease.asp?PressReleaseID=149&Reference=B)  

______________________ 

 

“U.S. STANDS ALONE IN ITS EMBRACE OF RELIGION” 

 

“Religion is much more important to Americans than to people living in other wealthy nations.  

Six-in-ten (59%) people in the U.S. say religion plays a very important role in their lives.  This is 

roughly twice the percentage of self-avowed religious people in Canada (30%), and an even 

higher proportion when compared with Japan and Western Europe.  Americans’ views are closer 

to people in developing nations than to the publics of developed nations.” 

http://www.barna.org/cgi-bin/PagePressRelease.asp?PressReleaseID=149&Reference=B
http://www.barna.org/cgi-bin/PagePressRelease.asp?PressReleaseID=149&Reference=B
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(“U.S. Stands Alone In Its Embrace of Religion,” The Pew Project – Global Attitudes, The Pew 

Research Center for the People and the Press, www.people-press.org)  

______________________ 

http://www.people-press.org/
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“‘UNCHURCHED’ ON THE RISE?” 

 

“Gallup research indicates that over almost the last quarter-century, the U.S. adult population has 

tended to drift away from organized religion, with the decline most pronounced among younger 

people and males.  However, basic religious beliefs (in God, heaven, hell, etc.) remain intact.” 

 

“In 1978, 41% fit the definition of ‘Unchurched.’ This proportion grew slightly to 44% in 1988, 

where it remained in a subsequent survey taken 10 years later, in 1988.  The most recent survey 

shows a slightly higher figure, 47%.” 

 

(George Gallup Jr., “‘Unchurched’ on the Rise?” Religion & Values; Gallup Tuesday Briefing. 

March 26, 2002, p1) 

______________________ 

 

“VANISHING SEA OF FAITH” 

 

 “European Islam & the Doubtful  

Future of Christian Europe” 

 

“I know we know all this. We used to at least. I do confess to hearing in church these days fewer 

rousing renditions of ‘Onward Christian Soldiers’ than during my 1950s adolescence. Well, you 

know, all that military stuff: soldiers, mighty armies, not to mention ‘brothers’ advertised as 

‘treading’ out in front, certainly, of their sisters. Scandalous! Outmoded! In the minds of the 

modern Christian establishment, anyway.” 

 

“Which may be just the problem as the mighty army that once constituted Christianity pulls up 

short before the awful sight of . . . indifference and apathy, or perhaps cultivated hostility. The 

banners droop. Looks of puzzlement cross earnest faces. No one . . . cares anymore?” 

 

“What could that mean? Nothing good, that’s for sure.” 

 

“Christianity Unwanted” 
 

“The plight of Christianity in Europe, if not yet in America, has become the topic of the moment 

in religious as well as secular circles, and the modern Christian establishment professes 

bewilderment. What goes on? No one wants the product the churches profess to be selling? In 

statistical, as well as anecdotal terms, that would appear to be the case. Consider:” 

 

 “Just 21 percent of Europeans (according to a recent European Values Study) call 

religion of any kind ‘very important.’ Only 15 percent worship even once a week.” 

 

 “On average, only 41 percent of Europeans claim belief in a personal God. In Britain the 

percentage of believers has fallen from 77 percent in 1968 to 44 percent today. That’s 

‘believers,’ as opposed to the distinctly smaller class of believer-practitioners who on 

Sundays put their posteriors where their minds are. The number of Muslims at Friday 

prayers in Britain reportedly exceeds the number of Anglicans at Sunday worship. A 
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recent Wall Street Journal article referred to Tony Blair as ‘the Christian leader of a 

pagan country.’” 

 

 “In Ireland—Ireland!—just half the population reportedly goes to Mass now, compared 

with 84 percent in the early 1990s. To quote one bored boyo, a web designer by trade, 

‘It’s the repetition. After you’ve heard it enough, you feel like you already know what 

they’re going to say, so why do you have to go there?’ Yes, why, Brendan, Brigid, 

Patrick?—the whole lot of you who saw participation in Christ’s sacrifice as the holiest 

of privileges.” 

 

 “The European Union in 2004 notoriously declined entreaties from religious leaders to 

include in its 70,000-word constitution some acknowledgement of the continent’s 

Christian heritage.” 

 

(William Murchison, “Vanishing Sea of Faith,” Touchstone Magazine, October 2005, p36) 

______________________ 

 

“WEBLOG: SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STORE” 

 

“The New York Time Magazine Report: Workers Can Be Religious? At Work? Really?” 

 

“One of the more problematic paragraphs is this one:” 

 

“As it happens, thanks to the value American law places on religious expression, proselytizing 

on the job is perfectly legal, even in a government workplace, even when it's the boss who is 

doing the pushing. If the legal aspects of the Christian-workplace phenomenon seem 

bewildering, it may be because, while the United States has always been a deeply religious 

nation, until recently it has also been fairly resolute about keeping faith out of the public sphere. 

Thomas Jefferson's famous metaphor of a wall of separation between church and state has long 

been a part of the national psyche. The historical reasons for erecting that wall are worth 

restating. The European experience of the 16th and 17th centuries, the effects of which carried 

over into the 18th, was of state-sponsored religious warfare, of populations decimated and 

minorities oppressed in the name of one branch of Christianity or another. Part of the genius and 

daring of the framers of the American system was in their decision to break with the European 

tradition of establishing a national church, in their conviction that religion was too combustible a 

material to be fused with political power.” 

 

“Well, no, the country hasn't been resolute about keeping faith out of the public sphere—that is, 

keeping religious belief private, with no public consequences in the areas of business, family, 

public policy, community building, social services, ethnic and racial relations, promoting justice, 

et cetera.” 

 

“The historical reasons for erecting Jefferson's wall are worth restating—for exactly the opposite 

reason that Shorto does so. It wasn't religion that was so combustible—it was the state's abuse of 

power that caused great concern. Jefferson's letter to the Danbury Baptist Association, where that 

phrase was first used, was intended as a political statement against George III and the Tories. 

http://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/9806/danbury.html
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Jefferson was far more concerned about the state telling people how to worship than about 

worshipers telling the state how to rule. (Again, for those interested in how the phrase got turned 

on its head, check out Philip Hamburger's Separation of Church and State, recently published in 

a paperback edition from Harvard University Press.)” 

 

“The king is dead, however. Shorto repeatedly suggests that America has more to fear from 

church than from state, warning of ‘recent religion-inspired violence,’ ‘Islamic terrorism,’ ‘a 

rippling of Christian muscle,’ ‘aggressive [Christians] pushing a religious agenda on social 

issues,’ ‘religious harassment,’ ‘discrimination,’ and that loaded word, ‘proselytizing.’” 

 

(“Weblog: Separation of Church and Store,” Christianity Today Magazine, Ted Olsen, 

November 2, 2004, http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2004/144/23.0.html) 

______________________ 

 

“WESTERNERS SEEKING NIRVANA” 

 

“The American Religious Identification Survey found a 170 percent increase in Buddhist 

adherents in one decade: 401,000 Americans identified themselves as Buddhist in 1990, 

compared to 1,082,000 self-identified American Buddhists, in 2001.” 

 

(Science and Spirit, September/October 2002.  Discipleship Journal, March/April 2003, p14) 

______________________ 

 

“WHAT MOVES KIDS TO CHRISTIAN CONVICTION?” 

 

“In a survey of more than 10,000 youth, four key reasons were identified regarding kids 

becoming more committed to Christ.” 

 

“If you can get parents to see themselves as the primary catalysts for faith growth in their kids’ 

lives, your ministry will explode.” 

 

“These are kids’ reasons for commitment, in order of importance to them:” 

 

 “PARENTS. Thirty-six percent of youth surveyed said that parents are their top influence-or 

at least second or third influence—when it comes to helping them grow in Christ.” 

 

 “STRUGGLES. One out of seven kids reported that a difficult struggle stimulated spiritual 

growth. Another 10% identified crises as catalysts. Youth need strong, Christian adults who 

will help them face their life struggles and crises. ‘Will you plunge yourself into the 

heartbreaking chaos of a kid’s life?’” 

 

 “FRIENDS. Almost 14% of youth surveyed pointed to friendships that encouraged them to 

grow deeper in their Christian commitment. Another 19.6% said that friends are ‘their 

number two or number three growth influencer.’ ‘Parents seem to have a more powerful 

influence on teenagers’ fundamental values, but friends largely dictate how those values will 

be lived out.’” 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2002/011/28.33.html
http://www.religion-online.org/showarticle.asp?title=2657
http://www.religion-online.org/showarticle.asp?title=2657
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0674007344/christianitytoda
http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog/HAMSEP.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2000/128/11.0.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/bc/2000/003/16.3.html
http://www.firstthings.com/ftissues/ft0410/opinion/uzzell.htm
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 “A LEADER. Youth point to a youth pastor or other adult leader as important to their 

growth in Christ. More than 13% of those surveyed say this is the top reason for growth, and 

another 16.8% indicated that an adult leader is one of the main reasons they have become 

more committed in their Christian walk.” 

 

(Rick Lawrence, “Depth Charges” Current Thoughts and Trends 30, no. 3 (March 4, 2004): 9) 

______________________ 

 

“WHEN CHURCHES HEAD LEFT” 

 

“How do the Presbyterians go about adopting stances like this? Apparently they cast a stern 

moral glance around the world, look for possible abuses in China, North Korea, and Iran, and 

seeing nothing disturbing there, decide to focus once again on Israel. The conservative Institute 

on Religion and Democracy (IRD) released a measured and devastating report on the human-

rights efforts of mainline churches and groups – the United Methodist Church, the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church, the Episcopal Church, and the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), plus the reliably 

leftist National Council of Churches and the World Council of Churches. The report, covering 

the years 2000 to 2003, found that of 197 human-rights criticisms by mainline churches and 

groups, 37 percent were aimed at Israel and 32 percent at the United States. Only 19 percent of 

these criticisms were directed at nations listed as ‘unfree’ in Freedom House’s respected annual 

listing of free, partly free and unfree nations. So Israel was twice as likely to be hammered by the 

mainliners as all the unfree authoritarian nations put together. The fixation on Israel left little 

time and inclination for these churches to notice the most dangerous violations of human rights 

around the world. Not one nation bordering Israel was criticized by a single mainline church or 

group, the IRD report says. No criticisms at all were leveled at China, Libya, Syria, or North 

Korea.” 

 

(John Leo, “When Churches Head Left”, U.S. News & World Report, October 18, 2004, p81) 

______________________ 

 

“WHICH STATEMENT COMES CLOSER TO YOUR OWN VIEWS, EVEN IF 

NEITHER IS EXACTLY RIGHT?” 

 “Which statement comes closer to your own views, even if neither is exactly right?” 

 

 
 

19% 

77% 

Christians 

The religion you
practice is the only
true religion

All religions have
elements of truth

7% 

86% 

Non-Christians 

The religion you
practice is the
only true religion

All religions have
elements of truth
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 “Tolerance.  Meanwhile, more than 3 in 4 Americans believe all religions have at least some 

elements of truth—even though few say they know much about religions other than their 

own.” 

 

 “And nearly 70 percent think spiritual experiences are the most important part of religion.  ‘If 

one’s religion is more about individual identity than doctrine or creed, it’s a lot easier to be 

tolerant,’ says Egon Mayer, a sociologist at the Graduate Center of the City University of 

New York.”   

 

 “Gallup says that the high degree of religious tolerance reflects, in part, ‘not only a lack of 

knowledge of other religions but an ignorance of one’s own faith.’  In some polls, he says, 

‘you have Christians saying, ‘Yes, Jesus is the only way’ and also, ‘Yes, there are many 

paths to God.’ It’s not that Americans don’t believe anything; they believe everything.’” 

 

(U.S. News & World Report, May 6, 2002) 

______________________ 

 

“WHO CAN’T GET NO SATISFACTION” 

 

“In a recent poll about life satisfaction*, just 40% of respondents said they strongly agree with 

the statement, ‘I am completely satisfied with my life.’”  

 

“Happily Married?” 

 

“Being married seems to improve one’s chances for contentment.  Married people are 

significantly more likely to strongly agree that they are completely satisfied than those who are 

single, 44% versus 32%.” 

 

(www.gallup.com/poll/tb/religValue/20030218b.asp?Version=p) 

______________________ 

 

“WHO HAS BEEN BORN AGAIN” 

 

“The ‘born-again’ experience is a significant part of the American religious landscape, and 

seems to be a phenomenon with considerable staying power. Indeed, born-again Christians wield 

considerable influence in several areas of contemporary society. So exactly how many 

Americans are born-again, and which Americans are most likely to identify themselves this 

way?” 

 

“The percentage of Americans who identify themselves as ‘born-again’ or ‘evangelical’ did not 

shift from 2003 to 2004, according to Gallup data aggregated from each year*. In 2003, 42% of 

U.S. adults said they were born-again or evangelical; the 2004 percentage is 41%.”  

 

“There is little difference between the percentages of men (39%) and women (42%) who said in 

2004 they are born-again; similarly, there are no significant differences by age. But a few other 

demographic categories display fairly typical variations here.” 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/tb/religValue/20030218b.asp?Version=p
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(Albert L. Winseman, “Who Been Born Again?”, The Gallup Organization, January 18, 2005, 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/content/print.aspx?ci=14632) 

______________________ 

 

“WHO IS JESUS?” 

 

“Eight in 10 Americans have consistently held the belief that Jesus Christ is God or the Son of 

God.* When we examine Gallup data in greater detail, we discover that about half of this group 

holds the orthodox position—that Jesus was in fact God living among men—while most of the 

remainder believe that Jesus was divine only in the sense that he was a man who was uniquely 

called by God to reveal God’s purpose in the world.” 

 

*As reported in Who Do Americans Say That I Am? By George Gallup, Jr. and George 

O’Connell, The Westeminster Press, 1986. 

 

(“Who Is Jesus?” George H. Gallup, Jr., The Gallup Poll Tuesday Briefing, December 24, 2002, 

p10) 

______________________ 

 

“WHO KILLED JESUS?” 

 

“Similarly the Dutch painter, Rembrandt painted The Raising of the Christ as a self-portrait. As 

Christ hangs on the cross while it is being lifted into place, the soldier pulling it up is Rembrandt. 

Who killed Jesus? Rembrandt knew. He did. And I did. We’re the ones who sent Jesus to the 

cross loaded down with our sins.” 

 

(“Who Killed Jesus?” Breakpoint with Chuck Colson, February 12, 2004, www.pfm.org)  

______________________ 

 

“WHY DON’T THEY LISTEN?” 

 

“The other word we need to define is proselytism.  To proselytize and to evangelize are not 

synonymous. The best way to distinguish them is to understand proselytism as ‘unworthy 

witness.’ The World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church produced a helpful 

study document in 19790 titled Common Witness and Proselytism. It identified three aspects of 

proselytism. Proselytism takes place (1) whenever our motives are unworthy (when our concern 

is for our glory rather than God’s), (2) whenever our methods are unworthy (when we resort to 

any kid of ‘physical coercion, moral constraint, or psychological pressure’), and (3) whenever 

our message is unworthy (whenever we deliberately misrepresent other people’s beliefs).” 

 

In contrast, to evangelize is (in the words of the Manila Manifesto) ‘to make an open and honest 

statement of the gospel, which leaves the hearers entirely free to make up their own minds about 

it. We wish to be sensitive to those of other faiths, and we reject any approach that seeks to force 

conversion on them.’” 

 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/content/print.aspx?ci=14632
http://www.pfm.org/
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(John Stott, “Why Don’t They Listen,” Christianity Today, September, 2003, p51) 

______________________ 

 

“WHY MORE AMERICANS HAVE NO RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE: POLITICS & 

GENERATIONS” 

 

"The proportion of Americans who reported no religious preference doubled from 7 percent to 

14 percent in the 1990s."  (p165) 

 

"The percentage of adults who had been raised with no religion increased from 2 percent to 6 

percent."  (p165) 

 

"For the preference for no religion to double in less than a decade is not only a startlingly rapid 

social change in its own right but also a challenge to these widely held impressions of American 

culture." (p165) 

 

"Other Surveys confirm this increase.  The National Election Study (NES) shows a rise from 8 to 

13 percent from 1992 to 2000, and a 1996 study of religion and politics estimated that 14 percent 

of American adults had no religious preference (Kohut et al. 2000)"  (p166) 

 

"Gallup is the one exception among major data sources; Gallup polls as late as the first quarter of 

2001 continued to report that 8 percent of American adults claimed no religion.” (5) (p166) 

"The percentage of married persons raised without religion who had a spouse with no religion 

doubled from 16 to 32 percent from the early 1970s to the early 1990s." (9) (Pg. 171) 

ENDNOTES 

(5) The Gallup figure refers to a poll conducted February 19-21, 2001 and is reported on their 

website (www.gallup.com/poll). 

(9) The GSS asked about spouse's religion repeatedly between 1974 and 1994.  The chi-square 

tests for a table with five time periods and a dichotomy (spouse currently prefers no religion 

versus spouse prefers some religion) are L  =10.59 and X  = 10.71 (d.f = 4; p < .05 for each), for 

persons 25 to 74 years old and born 1900-1970 who were raised with no religion. 

 

(Michael Hout and Claude S. Fischer, "Why More Americans Have No Religious Preference: 

Politics and Generations," American Sociological Review, 2002, Vol. 67, April, p165-190) 

______________________ 

 

“WHY THE WORLD HATES GEORGE W. BUSH” 

 

“Former Clinton labor secretary, Robert Reich, put this clash of worldviews in clear perspective 

in his July 1, 2004article entitled "Bush's God," which was published in The American Prospect. 

The article complains about a Bush campaign strategy that is designed to reach out to persons of 

faith. Mr. Reich says in part:”  

 

‘“In its eagerness to promote the teaching of creationism in public schools, encourage 

school prayer, support anti–sodomy statutes, ban abortions, bar gay marriage, limit the 

use of stem cells, reduce access to contraceptives, and advance the idea of America as a 
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"Christian nation," the Bush administration has done more to politicize religion than any 

administration in recent American history…’”  

 

“The great conflict of the 21st century may be between the West and terrorism. But terrorism is a 

tactic, not a belief. The underlying battle will be between modern civilization and anti–modernist 

fanatics; between those who believe in the primacy of the individual and those who believe that 

human beings owe blind allegiance to a higher authority; between those who give priority to life 

in this world and those who believe that human life is no more than preparation for an existence 

beyond life; between those who believe that truth is revealed solely through scripture and 

religious dogma, and those who rely primarily on science, reason, and logic. Terrorism will 

disrupt and destroy lives. But terrorism is not the only danger we face”.  

 

“In essence, Mr. Reich is saying that "Bush's God" is more of a threat to modern civilization than 

fanatical terrorism. His description of the issues at risk because of the president's faith—sodomy, 

abortion, gay marriage, embryonic stem cell research, and contraceptives—reveals that little 

imagination is needed to see that sexual liberation is at the heart of the clash between the 

opposing worldviews.”  

 

“Additionally, Mr. Reich suggests that the president is an "anti–modernist fanatic" and his 

religious views place him far out of the mainstream, but recent Gallup polls show the opposite: 

68 percent of Americans favor teaching both creationism and evolution in the public schools; 

78% of the American people favor a constitutional amendment to allow voluntary prayer in 

public schools; 68 % of the American people agree that partial–birth abortion should be banned; 

thirty–nine states have so far passed defense of marriage acts prohibiting gay marriage; and since 

the June 2003 decision by the Supreme Court that declared the Texas sodomy law 

unconstitutional, opposition to legalization of same–sex relations has increased to 49% compared 

to 43% who favor legalization.”  

 

(Allan Dobras, “Why the World Hates George W. Bush” October 4,  

2004, http://www.dmcgop.com/nation/pr1_1010_15.shtm) 

______________________ 

 

“‘I think it is true [that] Hitler went to heaven (if such a thing as heaven really exists). He felt 

that what he did was right, and I think that if what you feel you’re doing is right, in your heart, 

then you can’t be wrong!’ (Korn guitarist James Shaffer, who apologized for his remarks two 

days later, quoted in Spin magazine) 

 

“Scripture links: Deuteronomy 13:1-11; Matthew 7:15-23; Romans 1:16; 2 Corinthians 2:14-17; 

4:1-6; Colossians 2:8-10; and 2 John 7-11.” 

 

(Group, November 12, 2002, p86, www.Youthministry.com)  

______________________ 

 

 

 

http://www.dmcgop.com/nation/pr1_1010_15.shtm
http://www.youthministry.com/


Research - 2005 and prior 145 
 

“YOUTH MORE CONSERVATIVE THAN THEIR ELDERS ON ISSUES INVOLVING 

RELIGION AND ABORTION, NEW UC BERKELEY SURVEY REVEALS” 

 

“The report, released today (Tuesday, Sept. 24) by the campus’s Survey Research Center as part 

of the center’s Public Agendas and Citizen Engagement Survey (PACES), is based on interviews 

nationwide with Americans ages 15 to 92.  It provides a comprehensive assessment of the 

generation gap in American political opinions.” 

 

“School Prayer.  Fifty-nine percent of adults ages 27 to 59 want public schools to allow prayer 

at official school activities, such as commencements.  Among teenagers, 69 percent support 

school prayer.” 

 

“Federal Aid to faith-based charities. Forty percent of adults ages 27 to 59 support such 

funding.  But support reaches 59 percent among the college-aged and 67 percent among younger 

teens.” 

 

(“Youths more conservative than their elders on issues involving religion and abortion, new UC 

Berkeley survey reveals,” Janet Gilmore, 24 September 2002 

www.berkeley.edu/news/media/releases/2002/09/24_youth.html) 

______________________ 

 

“YOUTH AND RELIGION:  A NATION OF YOUNG BELIEVERS” 

 

 “The next demarcated generation is the so-called Generation X—those born in the 1960’s 

and early 1970’s.  Cox (1998) has studied religiosity among Generation Xers and concludes: 

 

‘…Their religious proclivities have remained a mystery 

almost as inscrutable as that of the Holy Trinity.  Here is a 

generation that stays away from most churches in droves  

but loves songs about God and Jesus, a generation that  

would score very low on any standard piety scale but at  

times seems almost obsessed with saints, visions, and icons  

in all shapes and sizes. …And remember, it was this puzzling  

and allegedly secular generation that turned out a million of its 

representatives to welcome Pope John Paul II to that most secular 

city, Paris, France, in the waning weeks of summer 1997.  (p. ix).’” 

 

 “Barna (1994) supports conventional wisdom by arguing that Generation Xers are less 

religious than previous generations as do Howe and Strauss (1993) who claim that this cohort 

lacks serious religious or philosophical interests.” 

 

 “There is a body of empirical research that calls to question common wisdom about youth 

and religion.  Sherkat (1998) showed that among baby boomers, traditional socialization 

factors such as parents, religious denominations, and schools are key in determining religious 

commitment and participation.  Sherkat found substantial continuity in religious orientations 

and commitments among adult baby boomers that is a rejection to the notion that newer 

http://www.berkeley.edu/news/media/releases/2002/09/24_youth.html
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generations shy away from organized religion.  He also found that religious beliefs and 

behaviors in adolescence have a strong impact on religious commitment in later life.  That is, 

those who attended worship services with their parents have a strong likelihood to do so as 

adults.  Those affected by counterculture experiences are those less prone to religious 

belonging.  If we take this one step further, if today’s youth are religiously active, than it is 

reasonable to assume that as adults they will come back to the familiar territory of religion.” 

 

 “Furrow and Wagener (2000), based on a study of 99,462 adolescents (6
th

-12
th

 graders), 

suggested that religious adolescents report consistently higher numbers of developmental 

assets associated with increased restraint and decreased risk behavior.  Furrow and Wagener 

join a long list of scholars who found an association between religious perception and 

religious participation and risk behaviors ranging from drug and alcohol abuse (Gorsuch, 

1995; Kharari & Harmon, 1984; McBride, Mutch, & Chitwood, 1996) to juvenile 

delinquency (Benda, 1995; Cocharan, 1989; Stark, Kent, & Doyle, 1982).” 

 

 “The George H. Gallup International Institute has conducted a series of studies of youth and 

religion since the late 1950s.  Each survey examined a sample of 500 teenagers aged 13 to 

17.  Between the years 1959 and 1961, nearly all the teens surveyed (97%) reported that they 

believed in God.  The most recent surveys, conducted in 1988 and 1993, show only a modest 

decline in this percentage—down to 95 percent.  Teens were also asked whether they 

attended religious services in the previous seven days.  Nearly half the teens (49%) reported 

they had attended services.” 

 

 “More than one-third of youth surveyed (36%) reported that they participated in a church (or 

other religious)-based youth group.  Youth group participation indicates a stronger religious 

commitment than worship attendance.” 

 

 “42 percent of eighth graders reported weekly religious attendance compared to 37 percent of 

tenth graders and 32 percent of high school seniors (12
th

 grade).” 

 

 “Two thousand and four sets of parent and teen interviews were conducted.” 

 

o “When asked ‘How important is religion in your life today?’ the majority of youth 

reported that it is important (83.7%). About one-fifth rated religion as extremely 

important in their lives (18.7), while about one-third rated religion as either very 

important or fairly important (31.8% and 33.2% respectively).  Only a very small group 

(3.8%) reported religion as not important at all and the rest (12.6%) reported religion as 

not very important.” 

 

o “Just examining the top two  categories (extremely and very important; 50.5%) shows 

that teens in our survey report higher rates of religious importance than was found by 

Johnson, Bachman, and O’Malley in their 1991 and 1995 surveys; who reported that only 

30% of teens stated that religion is very important in their lives.” 

 

o “Age, however, has amore robust impact on teen’s perception of the importance of 

religion (X² = 51.7, df=28, p<.01).  With one exception (15 year-olds) the older the age 
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of the teen, the lower the reported importance of religion in their lives.  Of the 11-year-

old respondents, 89 percent reported religion as important.  In contrast, of the 18-year-old 

respondents, only 79.1 percent reported religion to be important.  The outlier group was 

the 15-year-old respondents, 86.7 percent of who reported religion as important.  We 

have no plausible explanation for this outlier from the general inverse pattern of age and 

the importance of religion.” 

 

o “A larger percentage of black respondents (31.8%) reported religion as “extremely 

important” compared 17 percent of whites and 15.3 percent Hispanics.  Similarly, 18.3 

percent of white teenagers reported religion to be “not very important” or “not all 

important” compared to 12.3 percent of Hispanic teenagers and only 9.6 percent of black 

teenagers.” 

 

o “Attitudes are not isomorphic with behavior; thus, believing that religion is important 

does not automatically translate into religious participation.” 

 

o “We found a strong and significant correlation (r=.67, p<.001) between parent and youth 

participation in worship services.  In fact, 1055 of the 2004 sets of parents and teenagers 

reported identical occurrences of attendance.  This suggests teens attend services with 

their parents or that, if they attend along, youth worship attendance is influenced 

primarily by parental behavior or encouragement.” 

 

o “the George H. Gallup International Institute (2000) reported that when teens were asked 

why they attended religious services, 68% reported they do so because they themselves 

wanted to go and only nine percent reported doing so because their parents forced them 

to attend.  The latter finding implies that modeling after parents rather than coercion is a 

main influence on youth behavior.” 

 

o “A larger percentage of black respondents (10.9%) reported attending religious services 

more frequently (6 times or more in the last month) than white (6.9%) and Hispanic 

(8.5%) respondents.  Similarly, 35.6 percent of white teenager reported not attending any 

worship service in the past month compared with 27.9 percent of Hispanic and 15.7 

percent of black teenagers.” 

 

o “Teenagers living with married parents attend religious activities (44.5%) more than any 

other group.  This is followed by teens with parents who were previously married, 

including divorced, separated, or widowed (36.5%).  Interestingly, the lowest level of 

participation in organized religious activities was among teens with ‘two parents living as 

married’ (26.3%) and ‘one parent-never been married’ (30.6%).  It is possible that for 

parents in these two types of families, the lifestyle choices—cohabitation and out-of-

wedlock birth stand in contradiction with most organized religious teaching.  Attending 

religious activities might be construed as exposing the youth to teaching that would view 

the parent(s) as a sinner(s) and him or herself as illegitimate.  Alternatively, it is plausible 

that cohabitators and parents of children born outside of marriage may have chosen this 

family structure because religion is not important in their lives.” 
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o “Today, many religious parent(s) are probably hoping that their teens are more likely to 

acquire appropriate values and safe social programming through religious programs than 

on the streets, in front of a computer, or left on their own.  Our data cannot support this 

parental hope, but they how that these future citizens are familiar with organized religion 

and have experienced it.” 

 

o “Our finding is supported, in part, by the Gallup’s finding that youth who attend religious 

services are more often achieving above-average grades academically.” 

 

o “Alexis de Tocqueville (1990) said the following, ‘I do not know if all Americans have 

faith in their religion—for who can know the secrets of the hearts?—but I am sure that 

they think it necessary for the maintenance of Republican institutions.’  Indeed the nexus 

between perceived importance of religion and practice is not a simple one.  Sacerdote and 

Glaeser (2001) based on the General Social Survey (1972-1998) show an association in 

the United States between higher education and increased congregational attendance but 

not an increase in religious belief.  More educated people tend to belong to congregations 

but less to proscriptive ones.  The researchers attempt to explain this phenomenon of 

increased religious attendance through social connection and social capital, arguing that 

higher levels of education, in general, are correlated with all forms of social connection 

and associational affiliation.” 

 

o “Our finding about perceived importance of religion and religious behavior of teens in 

America show that the picture of teens as hedonistic and carefree is not accurate.  The 

Millennials demonstrate religious proclivities that are similar to generatios before them 

and it is safe to assume that with proper adjustment by the organized religious community 

many Millennials will find themselves adult members of congregations as well.  There is, 

however, a lot we do not know.  Among the questions left open are what is the impact of 

the teens religiosity on their risk behavior, how teens explain their religious involvement, 

what accounts for the drop in religious perceptions and behavior after age 16, and how 

religion is associated with class structure in America.  In the end, we know that youth 

attend and participate in religion; what we do not yet know is what religion means to the 

Millennium Generation.” 

 

(Ram A. Cnaan, Richard J. Gelles and Jill W. Sinha, “Youth and Religion – a Nation of Young 

Believers,” University of Pennsylvania) 

______________________ 

 


